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Editorial
ONDON

Pubs, prices and profits
nder the heading of pubs
U
pulling a fast one, Time Out
magazine recently identified ‘the
staggeringly high mark-up on
drinks’ as an issue for Londoners.
For a beer purchased in a pub, it
reported that the mark-up could be
anything from 40 to 100 per cent.
“You are paying for their overheads,
of course”, it went on, “but be
aware that they’re still making a
whacking great profit”.
Oh no they’re not, not the
licensees at any rate. And not the
brewers, either. But the people
who are making the big profits are
the rapacious pub companies, and
the mark-up over the prices they
pay for their beer on the prices they
then charge their licensees won’t be
nearly as low as 100%. Their
extraordinary success depends
partly on the rising values of their
pub sites on the property market
and partly on their ability to buy
beer as cheaply as they can, through
economies of scale, and then sell it
on to their licensees as expensively
as they can.
For real ale drinkers and civilised
pubgoers generally, that business
model has been a disaster. The beer
in the pub is much more expensive
than it needs to be. The choice is

limited to what the larger brewers
can afford to produce to sell it
cheaply enough to the companies.
Smaller brewers are denied access
to the vast majority of pubs.
Licensees struggle. Pubs close.
Supermarkets thrive. Drunken yobs
rule the streets. It’s a vicious circle.
We
have
only
four
microbreweries in Greater London,
far fewer proportionately than
elsewhere in UK and probably
reflecting the stranglehold the large
pub companies have on access to
their London pubs for anyone other
than the mostly global, national and
better known regional brewers on
their approved lists. One of our
four is now up for sale and two of
the other three are concentrating
more on bottled beers. With the
exception of a handful of genuine
free houses, a small number of
Enterprise pubs using the SIBA
direct delivery scheme and the
Wetherspoon chain, which justly
prides itself on reasonable pricing,
cask beers from microbreweries are
almost impossible to find in
London’s 5,500 pubs, despite their
enormous popularity at CAMRA’s
London beer festivals.
Over five days in August, 65,000
visitors attended the Great British
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Beer Festival at Earl’s Court to
sample some of the thousands of

real ales, and some traditional
ciders and perries, that they
would not expect to find in their
local pubs. Champion Beer of
Britain winner this year was a
Mild
from
Hobsons,
a
microbrewery from Cleobury
Mortimer, Shropshire.
From
around London, Twickenham
Crane Sundancer and Surrey Hills
Ranmore Ale won silver and
bronze respectively in the Bitters
category. Apart from Fuller’s
London Pride, joint bronze for
Best Bitters, most of the winning
beers came from small breweries
– hardly a surprise since these are
the people who brew most of the
beers nowadays. Beers, that is,
not beer.
That same week, Jenny Jones,

London Assembly Green Party
Member, issued a press release
highlighting the increasing rate of
pub closures revealed by Capital
Pubcheck statistics and calling on
more support and recognition for
community pubs from local
authority planning departments
and Mayoral strategies.
If only more pub companies
followed Wetherspoon’s example
in promoting beers from smaller
breweries, not only would
drinkers, licensees and brewers all
benefit, but the companies might
find it more profitable not to close
their pubs. A virtuous circle,
maybe. Let’s hope.
LD

Geoff Strawbridge

Enjoy a day in the Black Country with Bob Barton, tipple in the Trossachs with
Christine Cryne or tour Berlin with Ken Brewster and the
Campaign for Authentic Lager.
Visit the Travel Pages at www.londondrinker.org.uk
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News round-up
Beer – the cause of, and solution
to, all of life’s problems – Homer
Simpson

Michael Jackson
must start this time with the
very sad news of the death of
Michael Jackson, known universally as the Beer Hunter from his
seminal television series. Michael
was only 65 but had been seriously ill for some time. More competent and comprehensive farewells
will appear in other publications
but let me quote from two of his
contemporaries. Roger Protz said,
“He was the best - and always will
be the best. His knowledge of beer
is unsurpassable. His genius was to
to be able to write simply and beautifully about beer. He was a very
private person but I enjoyed his
company - he always had a really
amusing story to tell about his travels.” Tim Webb, who shared
Michael’s passion for the beers of
Belgium, said: “Michael was an
extraordinary man. An excellent
writer, a witty man, an inspiration
to a generation of beer writers and
someone who I believe created
something significant. He will be
greatly missed”.
John Cryne, Chairman of
CAMRA’s North London Branch
and a former National Chairman
added, “I last saw him the Monday
of GBBF week at the White Horse.
He was still able to slip in a few
words highlighting the loss of luminaries such as John Young, George
Bateman and Claude Arkell but he
did not look well and indeed had
not for some time. The news has
not therefore come as a surprise but
the loss of one of the foremost champions of quality beer (and whisky!)
and really the first (and only?) person to put together a national TV
series on beer, is a sad day. To me
Jackson can be ranked with some of
these brewing giants as his enthusiasm and knowledge were instrumental in spreading the word,
especially in the US.”

I

Good Beer Guide stayers
to the various
Congratulations
publicans who have looked
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E-mail: ldnews@btinternet.com

after the Star Tavern in Belgravia
and the Buckingham Arms in
Petty France over the last 35 years
because they have kept these pubs
continuously in CAMRA’s Good
Beer Guide all that time, two of
only ten pubs in the country that
have achieved this distinction.
That there should be one each
from London’s main independent
breweries has a nice symmetry to
it.

Great British Beer Festival
flagship event – the
CAMRA’s
30th – went off well at Earl’s
Court, its new long-term home.
Numbers through the doors were
more or less the same as last year
but more beer was sold, simply
because this year the organizers
made sure that there was enough
to last out.
The event was well received in
the trade press, if not more generally. In his Morning Advertiser column on 16 August, Roger Protz
pointed out that the event was
almost ignored by the national
press, apart from a few ‘News in
Brief’ items. As Roger pointed
out, almost insultingly the
Guardian used a picture of the
GBBF – predictably showing
someone with a beard – to headline a story about falling beer sales
for Scottish and Newcastle. He
ended: “Just as more and more
people attend beer festivals, sales of
the Good Beer Guide grow year on
year. More people want to drink
craft beers in pubs dedicated to
quality, and it’s a disgrace that the
British media sells brewers,
licensees and consumers short”. A
point well made in my view and
one that simply highlights the loss
of Michael Jackson. At least the
Guardian printed Roger’s excellent obituary of Michael on 4
September.
One area where the festival
did struggle was with staff. It was
exhausting in my work behind the
scenes and it was worse for the
bar staff. Can I appeal to all
London CAMRA members to
think about volunteering next
year. Work for a couple of ses-

sions and come in free as a customer for another. I think that
you would be surprised how interesting and enjoyable it can be.

Smoking ban
ell, nothing much seems to
have happened although
pub doorways seem to have got
busier. There is still a backlash
out there however and several
court actions against dissenting
publicans are pending. Another
website called eatdrinksmoke.com
is being set up for those publicans
who wish, to quote the flyer, to
“keep everything normal and enjoyable for all of your customers,
including those who smoke”. There
is a fee of £95.00 for inclusion and
a prize questionnaire on the website if you are interested.
As a consequence of the ban
many pubs are now turning to
food. One cautionary tale for
those who have not tackled the
food hygiene regulations before
comes from Winchester where a
Mitchells & Butlers house was
found to be below standard. Not
only were M&B fined £36,000
plus £5,000 costs but the manager
at the time was also personally
fined £3,000 plus £2,000 costs.
On a more encouraging note,
in Scotland, hospital admissions
for heart attacks fell by 17% in the
first year of the smoking ban
there.

W

Law and order
he backlash against so-called
’24 hour drinking’ also continues. It was reported across a
number of national newspapers
that according to the British
Crime Survey, whilst crime fell
around the traditional 11pm closing time, their figures indicate
that longer licensing hours have
shifted the disorder to the early
morning. This reinforces Roger
Protz’s view of the press, I think.
One man who also had his say
recently, both in the press and on
BBC Radio Four’s Today
Programme,
was
J
D
Wetherspoon boss, Tim Martin.
Mr Martin’s subject was the

T

News round-up
police crackdown on under-age
drinking. It arose from an incident when he was turned away
from one of his own pubs because
he was with his 22 year old daughter who could not produce ID
showing her to be over 18, even
though she had actually worked in
the pub in question. Although he
was not advocating a change in the
age limit as such, Mr Martin wants
more tolerance of young people in
pubs so that they can learn to
drink sociably and not resort to
the beach or the park unsupervised with booze purchased from
supermarkets.
The Morning Advertiser somewhat unkindly asked “who doesn’t
enjoy a Tim Martin rant?” but perhaps he has a point. He certainly
got some support from a 17 year
old young lady who wrote to the
Guardian to say that a year ago
she and her friends could go to the
pub for a couple of pints but now
it was the park bench and a bottle
of vodka that cost more or less the

same price.
Here’s hoping however that
the message about the main
source of under-age drinking being
cheap booze from supermarkets is
starting to get through. A branch
of Tescos in Sidcup has had its
licence revoked after it was found
that that had sold alcohol to a 13
year-old girl who was found drunk
and a bottle of vodka to a 16 yearold.

clearly visible, including a decommissioned projector. The Pub of
the Season award will be presented on the evening of November
6th, during the course of the
Wetherspoons beer festival, so up
to 12 guest ales could well be
available to sample.

News from Wetherspoons
have been making the news
JDW
in a variety of other areas as
well. Following on from their
Oakham beer festival in July, the
Coronet, Holloway Road, N7 has
been chosen as the CAMRA
North London Autumn Pub of the
Season. The pub is a definite beacon for real ale in what is otherwise not a very dependable area.
It is listed in the current Good
Beer Guide and is a conversion of
a former (1940s) cinema, the former grandeur of which is still
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News round-up
Wetherspoons are going green
with the opening of their new
pub, the Kettleby Cross, in
Melton
Mowbray
in
Leicestershire.
The pub is
designed to use 50% less energy
than a normal pub of the same
size. This will be achieved by
using a wind turbine, solar waterheating panels, prisms to reflect
sunlight indoors and conserving
rainwater to flush the toilets.
Given what Melton Mowbray is
famous for, I assume that these
reports are true…
On the business front, JDW
have ridden the smoking ban and
the bad weather with better than
expected sales figures. Sales
increased by 4.9% against the predicted 2% to 4% forecast in the 11
weeks ending 15 July.
The
growth was however mostly foodoriented.
The company have had to
increase the prices in what had
been one of their cheapest pubs,
the Asparagus in Battersea.

Residents had complained about
increased noise and disorder at
the pub where lager was on sale
for £1.39 a pint. JDW’s Eddie
Gershon said, “We’re working
closely with the police to control any
issues with the pub. We are sympathetic to residents and are trying to
do what we can to appease them”.
One very odd story concerns
food sourcing. An undercover
investigation for an ITV programme has revealed that steaks
sold in some Hungry Horse and
JD Wetherspoon pubs contained
DNA from the zebus - an ox-like
creature living in Africa and Brazil.

News from Fuller’s
uller’s have announced the
beers for their Autumn Beer
Festival 2007.
The first is
Seafarers Ale, a new beer created
from an old recipe in the Gales
brewing book which will be sold
under the Gales brand. It is
described as a “beer full of spicy
hop notes with a fruity maltiness”.

F

Ye Olde Mitre
Ely Court, between Ely Place
and Hatton Garden,
London EC1N 6SJ
020 7405 4751

Historic and traditional
Ale-House
CAMRA Listed
Cask Marque Award
Adnams Bitter and Broadside and
Deuchars IPA always available
together with other guest beers.
Also Thatchers Cider.
Thanks to all who supported our
open weekend.
Open 11-11pm Monday to Friday
(try our famous toasties)
Nearest tubes: Chancery Lane/Farringdon
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Five pence from every pint of
Seafarers Ale sold will be donated
to Seafarers UK, a maritime charity. October sees the return of Mr
Harry, a 4.8% ABV full-bodied
nutty ale that returned to the
pumps in 2004 after a 10-year
absence.
Then in November
comes London Porter, a dark beer
with big coffee notes (5.4% ABV)
described as an ideal tipple as the
nights begin to draw in.

News round-up
Fuller’s are gearing up for the
current Rugby World Cup with a
range of promotions and activity
in pubs and supermarkets. These
include menu dishes and beers
from participating countries, competitions around score predictions
and top try scorers, a special
Jonny Wilkinson drop kick competition in pub gardens and an inpub
Haka
competition.
Customers can collect 10 stamps
– one with every pint of London
Pride purchased – for a limited
edition London Pride rugby shirt.
This
will
run
throughout
September in a number of Fuller’s
pubs and London Pride free trade
stockists. In supermarkets, there
will be a similar promotion for a
rugby shirt, available for £10.99
and three bottle tops.
Fullers have appointed a new
Finance Director. Paul Clarke
will retire in April 2008 after contributing substantially to Fuller’s
growth over 17 years with the
company. His replacement is
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James Douglas who has joined the
board as Finance Director
Designate from the telecoms
operator Fibernet Group. Mr
Douglas (41) also has investment
banking experience.
To celebrate their first
anniversary since the renaming of
the Head of Steam at Euston, the
Doric Arch is planning a ‘cask ale
fayre’, to run from 10th to 31st
October. As well as the season’s
stable
of
Fuller’s
beers
(Discovery, Pride, Mr Harry and
ESB), it is hoped to have on over
the period Hophead, Black Sheep
Bitter, Brain’s SA, Deuchars IPA,
Exmoor Gold, Old Hooky,
Summer Lightning, St Austell
Tinners, Timothy Taylor’s Dark
Mild, Castle Rock Harvest Pale,
Phoenix Arizona and Cottage
Norman’s Conquest. All subject
to availability, but of course others may appear.

Adnams, Meantime
n 16 July Adnams announced
that it had secured exclusive
distribution and sales rights of
Meantime draught beers throughout the UK and sales rights to all
Meantime packaged beers.
The move followed a strategic
decision for Adnams to strengthen
the range of products available to
them. Alastair Hook, founder of
Meantime Brewery comments, “I
feel very proud that our two companies are working together. Adnams
have a strong base of high quality
customers throughout London and
the South that are well suited to
Meantime beers. Adnams and
Meantime share a similar philosophy and passion which we strive to
express to our consumers, who
understand and identify with the
special nature of our beers.”
Adnams Managing Director
Andy Wood explains, “Adnams
has a record of developing successful long-term partnerships with likeminded companies such as
Bitburger and Aspalls, recognising
that this gives us access to premium
products that we are not able to
produce ourselves. Meantime offer
an exceptional variety of beers from

O
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Bavarian-style Helles to their
Anglo-American style Pale Ale.
Their latest beer, London Stout, is
particularly exciting and it is fantastic to see the brewing of this
famous style of beer return to its
roots in London.”

Alastair Hook (right) and Jonathan
Adnams at Greenwich Observatory
overlooking Canary Wharf,

Variations on a theme
he concept of the theme pub is
not dead. The Laurel Pub Co
has recognized the increase in the
size of the Polish community in
West London by opening a Polish
theme pub, the Belvedere, due
late September. The pub will
stock Polish beers such as Tyskie
and Zywiec and serve Polish food.
Sadly, I assume that there will be
no real ale. The pub is listed in
the West London Pub Guide as
the Southern Cross, formerly the
Cuckoo and Rainbow (106 High
Street, W3 6QX). I hope that
Laurel do the job properly and it
isn’t, to quote the Uxbridge
English Dictionary, just a tadpole.
The Hobgoblin pub in Effra
Road, Brixton, which has seen various guises over the last few years,
is also changing, this time into a
Scottish theme pub called the
Hootananny. Apparently it will
be London’s first ceilidh bar,
offering Celtic music and dancing,
with the staff wearing kilts. The
operators are hoping to target
Lambeth’s
estimated
5,000
Scottish residents. I remember
when London had a number of
Scottish theme pubs. They were
called Scottish & Newcastle
Brewery tied houses. Anyone else
remember those tartan wall panels?

T

News from the trade
uite whether the bubble has
burst or not is not yet clear
but the poor summer weather has
dampened sales of Magners cider,
obliging owners C& C Group to
issue a profits warning. They said
that their operating profit would
be flat rather than seeing the
expected growth of 15% to 25%.
The value of their shares fell 16%.
A spokeswoman was quoted in
the Publican as saying: ”There will
be no knee-jerk reaction to what
has been a four-month blip”.
At the same time, lager sales
are also down, although this is
oddly attributed to the growth of
alternative drinks such as
Magners. The market analysts
Mintel report that lager sales have
fallen 5% since 2005 and are
expected to drop a further 8% by
2012. Their senior analyst, Katy
Child commented, “As people
become much more aware of the
wide choice available, they realize
that there is more to life than a pint
of lager”. Decent beer perhaps?
Curiously, against this background, sales of one brand,
Heineken, have risen some 27%.
Greene King have moved into
the restaurant trade by acquiring
the Loch Fyne chain of fish restaurants for £68 million. The deal
includes 36 sites and the rights to
use and extend the name. GK
intend to add at least seven more
sites to the chain this financial
year and, given that several of the
existing restaurants are conversions from pubs, I suspect that we
can guess the rest.
Greene King are also relaunching their Beer to Dine For with
the simpler name Hop. GK
describe it oddly as the country’s
first bottled English speciality
beer and as a refreshing alternative to premium lagers. The publicity says that “Hop will appeal to
modern males looking for a quintessentially English beer with a robust,
contemporary twist.” Fiona Hope,
Brewing Company Marketing
Director said: “Thirty-something
guys who are bored of premium

Q
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lagers and want to try something
different should give Hop a go.”
Won’t women like it then?
McMullens have had a ‘challenging’ year with their profits
falling by £300,000 to £7.4 million with turnover falling slightly.
The loss was almost entirely down
to adverse increases in energy
costs and rates. The company
reported that they had however
reduced their debt levels and sales
in the current year were much
improved.
The Laurel Pub Company is
“killing off” brands such as Hog’s
Head to make way for what they
call their key growth drivers,
according to a report in the
Morning Advertiser. Laurel executive chairman, Ian Payne, said:
“We’re not investing in Hog’s Head
- the future is elsewhere. We’re
doing lots of Slugs and also seem to
be getting strong results when we
de-badge them.” Can someone
translate please?
I said last issue that I would
report in more details on the
property deal that Mitchells &
Butler were entering into with
property
magnate
Robert
Tchenguiz. Although this move
was intended to “unlock value”
for shareholders, the share price
fell and with the general background of higher interest rates
severely hampering the private
equity market, the deal is off – for
the time being at least. Watch

this space…

Happy Birthday, Buster
ells & Youngs have proW
duced a special beer in a
limited edition of 200 bottles for
Buster Martin who at the age of
101 is the oldest employed person
in the country. Buster first started drinking Young’s in 1932 and
Paul Wells, Chairman of Wells &
Young’s Brewery said, “ It’s great
to hear of people who have drunk
our beer all their adult lives and it
is a fitting gift to give Buster his
own bottle of Buster’s Bitter”.
Buster himself, who currently
cleans vans for Pimlico Plumbers
after many years working in
Brixton Market, said: “I’m going to
keep drinking Young’s Bitter until I
hang up my chamois. This is better
than a telegram from the Queen!”
I came across Buster myself
when I worked in Brixton, usually
in the Beehive and, as you may
have gathered, he really is quite a
character. Good on him!

Congratulations to
Crookham
eal ale seems to be the natural
R
accompaniment to a number
of activities, such as canal boating,
cricket, Morris dancing and steam
railways. Many readers will know
of Crookham Travel who arrange
rail tours and are celebrating their
30th birthday. Their founder,
Gerald Daniels, tells me that in

this time they have run more than
3,000 tours carrying over 30,000
people. Gerald has arranged a
fairly spectacular day of celebration on 29 September including a
mini beer festival, bus rides, a
brewery visit and a Thames cruise.
The event will most likely have
passed by the time that most of
you get to see this magazine but if
any of you went, I hope that you
had a good time and I wish
Crookham Travel Many Happy
Returns and all the best for the
future.
On the subject of railways, one
of my favourite lines is the one in
Cornwall from Liskeard to Looe.
A Rail Ale Trail has recently been
put together with five pubs en
route and another seven in Looe
itself. Much of the beer is from
Cornish independents. Take a
look at railaletrail.com.

Finally, a polite request
he e-mail address at the head
of this column is intended for
our readers. I would be grateful if
people could refrain from adding
it to general mailing lists, especially for subjects not related to real
ale.
In case you are wondering, I
am not referring to Viagra adverts
and nor do I want any, thank you.
If four pints of Hop Back GFB
doesn’t work, then nothing will.

T

Tony Hedger

CAMRA calls for better evening and Sunday bus services in Surrey
AMRA Kingston & Leatherhead branch is urging Surrey County Council to consider reinstating more
C
buses in the evenings and on Sundays to help pubs recover any trade lost due to the smoking ban.
Following the no-smoking reformation on July 1st, many pubs in Surrey will be monitoring their trade very
closely. Those that act as ‘destination pubs’ due to their real ale and food range are expected to do better
under the new regime.
Some of these are pubs are on bus routes that have daytime services that pass close by but don’t operate
in the evenings or on Sundays. Because of this, many pubs within Surrey are inaccessible during their main
trading hours and only nearby locals support them, due to the lack of bus services. Whilst some pubs are
fortunate to be near rail stations served by South West Trains, others are only reached by private transport
or expensive taxis. CAMRA Committee member Adrian Palmer says “Who wants to spend a night on soft
drinks in view of a tempting row of hand pumps? CAMRA Kingston & Leatherhead Branch urges Surrey
County Council to consider reinstating more buses in the evening. They could be made more viable by
extending the London Travelcard scheme for routes that originate in Greater London, or in conjunction
with SWT to extend the rangeof the PlusBus scheme where an add-on fare is available for a modest
supplement.”
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October Cider & Perry Month
The fastest cider pub crawl?
n my role of London Regional Cider CoInominated
ordinator I have to visit a number of pubs
for Cider Pub of the Year and
to judge them. This year the judging
was held at a time that I was rather
busy (Catford Beer festival was
looming!), and so I intended to judge
some of the pubs in a short time.
So starting at the Pembury Tavern,
Amhurst Road E8 with a good half
consumed, at 17.19 I left for Hackney
Downs station just round the corner and a
train to Seven Sisters, a journey of all of eight
minutes, then the 259 bus a few stops to Heysham
Road, where I alighted and walked through some
backs streets to the Oakdale Arms, Hermitage Road
N4. Arriving at 17.48, I was given a fizz cider but
the barmaid mentioned a barrel down the back of
bar if that was what I wanted! Hmm… Leaving at
18.25 I took the 18.39 from Harringay Green Lanes
to Gospel Oak and a walk to the Dartmouth Arms,
York Rise NW5, arriving at 18.59.
Some
Biddendens was sampled (ah memories of growing
up in Kent). Leaving at 19.25 for a quick walk to
Highgate Road bus stop, at 19.30 I took the C2 to
Camden Town, then a 214 to City Road arriving at

Theme for Autumn. Winning ales from GBBF and
SIBA competitions. To include beers from
Mighty Oak, Oakleaf, Twickenham, Surrey Hills, and
Purple Moose as well as regulars from Dark Star
and Harveys.

MINI BEER FESTIVAL
Fri 5th - Sun 7th October
Open from 5.30 - 11.00pm Mon - Fri, Sat 2pm
and Sun 3.00 - 11.00pm
IVANHOE
ROAD

E
MB
CA

020 7733 4797
www.hoopersbar.co.uk
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the Wenlock Arms at 20.10, for more cider
and rest!
They are not far off the beaten
tracks, so get to visit at least one of
these real cider pubs and enjoy!
Some more London pubs selling real
cider:
Harp 47 Chandos Place, WC2 (New
Forest)
Hoopers Bar, Ivanhoe Road, SE5
(Westons)
Blythe Hill Tavern, Stanstead Road,
SE23 (Biddendens)
Priory Arms, Lansdowne Way, SW8 (Thatchers)
Bricklayer’s Arms, Waterman Street, Putney
SW15 (Westons)
Magpie & Crown 128 High Street, Brentford TW8
(varies)

London Regional
Cider Pub of the Year
It is with great pleasure to announce we have
joint winners this year: the Pembury Tavern,
Amhurst Road E8 and the Wenlock Arms N1.
As part of our annual Cider Month celebrations,
we are presenting both pubs’ certificates on
Monday 8 October. See the Branch Diary pages
for more details.
Ian White

Festivals
Woking Beer Festival
he 14th Woking Beer Festival will take place on
T
Friday 9 and Saturday 10 November at Woking
Leisure Centre, organised by Surrey/Hants Border
CAMRA, Woking Leisure Centre and Woking
Borough Council, with strong support from
CAMRA members from all over the South (and
beyond!). More than 70 real ales are planned
to be available, plus ciders, perries and a
wide range of imported bottled beers.
There are three sessions: Friday
and Saturday evening from 6pm to
11pm, and Saturday lunch time
from 11am to 3.30pm. Entrance is
strictly by ticket only, price £6.50.
Tickets are available from Woking Leisure
Centre, Woking Park, Kingfield Road,
Woking, Surrey GU22 9BA. Send cheques,
payable to “Woking Borough Council” + SAE
please, or phone the credit card hotline (50p
booking fee) 01483-771122 (8am-9pm) seven
days a week. Tickets sell out quickly, so buy yours
early!
The admission price includes a pint lined glass
with a commemorative logo and also a festival
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programme. CAMRA members get a free pint (up
to 5% ABV) on presenting their current
membership card at the membership stand. Every
session there will be a recital on the famous
Woking Wurlitzer Organ and there is a live band
each evening. Soft drinks and food are available
at all times. A range of brewery and
CAMRA products will be on sale as well,
with a Tombola to relieve you of your
loose change!
Woking Leisure Centre is less
than 15 minutes walk from
Woking Railway Station, which has
rail links to just about everywhere, and
there’s even a map of the area on the
back of the ticket to show you how to get
there! The festival is 100% NO SMOKING.
Visit www.wokingbeerfestival.co.uk for more
information.
Volunteer
staff
should
e-mail
wbfstaffing@yahoo.com, complete the on-line
staffing form at www.thelinehans.me.uk/wbfstaffing
or write to: WBF Staffing, 30 Hedgerley Court,
Woking, Surrey, GU21 3LY.

Presentations
Pub of the Year
fter months of demanding visits to the
branch pubs of the year, London's judges
agreed that the regional winner for 2007 is The
Bricklayer's Arms, Putney. The presentation of
the Greater London Pub of the Year award was
made by Roger Protz, editor of CAMRA's Good
Beer Guide, to coincide with the pub's recent
beer festival showcasing beers from Lancashire.
The pub now moves forward to the super
regional judging round where it will be pitched
against 3 other great pubs from the South East.
We wish them well !

A

Battersea award for
Bazens
n 28 July SW London Festival Organiser,
O
Chris Cobbold, presented Richard (left) and
Jude Bazen with their first award for the delicious
3.7% ABV Pacific Bitter that won at Battersea
this year. Also in the photo is Barrie Phillips, who
looks after Bazens’ sales and distribution.

South East London CAMRA reaches 1600 members
he South East London Branch increased its
T
membership to 1600 during its 15th annual
Catford Beer Festival in June. Adam Dawson, 21,
(pictured below with Roz Cox, Branch Contact)
was welcomed into the branch on the Thursday
night of the Festival.
A delighted Branch
Chairman, Andy McGuinness said, ‘This is a major
milestone for our branch, and I hope it will
encourage more people to join us in the future.
Roll on 2000 members!”.
A record 55 new members signed up at
Catford.
Alan Jepson, Branch Membership
Secretary said “Everyone in the branch is amazed
at this fantastic achievement.” South East London
CAMRA is the third largest branch, following
Cambridge and Peterborough.
The Branch will be launching a campaign in the
following months to involve new and existing
members in its activities, including the 2008 beer
festival.

Letters and articles for publication in London Drinker may now be submitted online at
www.londondrinker.org.uk
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Natural History of Beer
Not just dust and dinosaurs
he prospect of attending a recent lecture on ‘The
T
Natural History of Beer’ at the Natural History
Museum in South Kensington sounded like fun all by
itself. It combined two of my favourite topics – beer
and science. Always a fan of the Museum, I
remember years ago spending hours examining row
upon row of rock specimens or pondering the
survival value of different shapes of bird feet in
various environments. Over the years, while I have
been away raising children and developing a career,
the Natural History Museum has evolved into an
enthralling education and entertainment centre.
On the last Thursday of every month, the
curators and researchers at ‘Nature Live’ host an
evening session aimed at adults. We walked into the
Darwin Centre anticipating rows of seats arranged in
lecture formation and a bearded, bespectacled
lecturer describing the taxonomy and lifecycles of
the various cereals, hops and yeasts employed in
brewing beer from australopithecus to the present
day. The speakers were bearded and bespectacled,
but the tables and chairs interspersed among the
rows of seats created a pub atmosphere. Meeting
friends and fellow beer drinkers Helma Krueger and
Bryan Betts (pictured) was a very pleasant surprise.

The format of the evening could best be
described as a mixture of the Christmas Science
Lectures and The Wright Stuff: lectures and
informal discussion with the added bonus of beer
tastings. Dr Dave Roberts, researcher in
microbiology at the Museum and quite possibly Rory
McGrath’s evil twin, described the biological
constraints of getting food out of grass and ‘what
puts the fizz into fermentation’. He then provided
an insight into the archaeology of beer. The first
brewers may have walked the earth 23,000 years

The Cask Marque logo guarantees the quality of our
beer. Here’s our ever changing range...
l Hop Back Summer Lightning, Adnams and Harveys Best
always available
l Two guest beers always available from Sharps, Titanic,
Downton, Nethergate, York, JW Lees etc
l Budweiser Budvar and Hoegaarden always on draught
l Thatchers dry cider (the barrelled variety)
l 1st floor Function Room - 60 capacity
l The Continental Bottle Beer Selection includes an extensive
range of brands and changes regularly
l PLUS fruit beers and wines including Belgium’s Chimay
and Duvel
l 20+ Irish and Scottish Malt whiskies
l 20 wines by the glass or bottle
l Sunday night quiz

FOOD AVAILABLE MONDAY - FRIDAY 12.30 - 2.30PM AND 6.30 - 9.30PM
SATURDAY 1.00 - 9.00PM TRADITIONAL SUNDAY LUNCH 1.00 - 6.00PM
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Natural History of Beer
ago. Evidence for this comes from geological
preservation of anaerobic conditions. Cave paintings
dating back to this period revealed a ‘smart and
artistic people without metal’. Although there were
no crockery pots yet, ‘all you need to make beer is a
way of holding water’, and this could be achieved by
stretching an animal skin over a hole in the ground.
Our first beer tasting of the evening, bottled
Fraoch Heather Beer (apparently the oldest style in
Britain), was led by Julian Harrington, Master
Brewer and tutor at the Beer Academy. Julian’s
knowledge of beer is encyclopaedic and the reader is
encouraged to accept any opportunity to hear him
speak.
The nose of the beer elicited comments from the
audience as ‘cow shed’, ‘honey’, ‘fizzy cola bottles’
and ‘sweet clover’; while the taste was variously
described as ‘pine needles’, ‘sourness and dirt’ and
‘peaty’.
Our next speaker was Dr Robert Symmons,
Curator of Archaelogy at Fishbourne Roman Palace
and active CAMRA member from Sussex. Robert
discussed the natural history of beer from an
historical and social context. The history of beer
varies throughout the world. In Britain, the ‘spiritual
home of beer’, it probably formed part of the
Neolithic domestication package, which it evolved
independently from Neolithic Europe. The first
evidence of this comes from pieces of pottery dating

back to 2500 BC containing beer residues. During
this period, beer was almost certainly made in large
batches for feasting and celebrating. This was a
ritualistic society and the prerequisites for brewing,
i.e. barley, an oven or hearth and large crockery pots,
are often found at Neolithic ritual sites.
Robert provided an interesting perspective on the
modern ritual of buying rounds. When you
reciprocate, you do not cancel the debt, but rather
transfer it to the next person!
Descriptions of Viking drinking horns, which
were shaped so they could not be put down, thus
obliging the drinker to consume the lot, and the
more recent yard of ale, provoked a comment from
a lady in the audience that ‘with thousands of years
of good binge drinking behind us, we are not likely to
change overnight!’
Altogether, four beers were sampled by the
audience. Three of these were bottled: Heather Ale,
Harvey’s Porter and Harvey’s Tom Paine. The
fourth was bright Harvey’s Sussex Best. Of these,
Tom Paine turned out to be the most popular.
Even without the beer, the organisers presented
science in a novel and entertaining manner. If only
all science classes were the same! A pub quiz with a
natural history theme is planned for December, so
start mugging up and watch out for notices in the
next London Drinker!
Kimberly Martin

Join John & Heather at

Three rotating Real Ales
(many from micro-breweries)
Fuller’s London Pride and Adnams Bitter permanently and
now we often stock mild ale and Aspall’s Suffolk Cider.
u Traditional pub grub, home cooked and
served every lunchtime.
u Traditional Sunday Roast.
u Quiz on Mondays from 8.30pm.
u Open all permitted hours.
u Digital juke box.

68 High Street, Wimbledon Village SW19

(10 minutes walk from Wimbledon station)

020 8947 9331
email: thebrewerytap@hotmail.com
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Red Car Pubs
ony Barry of Red Car Pubs is a man with a misT
sion. In just five years he has obtained leaseholds
on four pubs (one in London Bridge’s Borough and
the rest just across ‘The Bridge’ in the city). Even
more impressive in the wake of similar small terraced and corner pub closures in, say, Soho, Tony
has deliberately targeted ‘beer friendly’ outlets and,
even more eccentrically, the smaller the better! “I
decided to fly in the face of the accepted convention of
the time and concentrated on wet led outlets where a
happy crowd could be packed in and have the time of
their lives. Sure, there has always been a quality food
offer but the key was reviving the traditional London
watering hole.”
Tony does everything differently. Not so long
ago most city pubs closed around 8pm. His three
remain open until 10pm during the week, though
they still remain closed at weekends. Whilst all four
pubs in the Red Car chain retain their individual
character and atmosphere, Tony’s recipe for success
is based on certain uniform criteria. “Whilst we do
locally sourced food as a service, our main interest is
beer. The wider the choice of draught real ales and
quality foreign lagers, the better. The same applies to
our range of worldwide bottled beers and extensive
wine menu. Our pubs are in the heart of London,
serving the local working population.”
Well, that’s enough on Red Car’s modus
operandi. Let us now look at the pubs themselves,
in the order they were acquired. With a little
planning, they can all be covered by foot in a few
hours.

become the all conquering tourist attraction it is
today. Indeed the immediate area remains famous
for ‘film location’ shots, doubling for foggy Victorian
London, and featured in the third Harry Potter
movie. The pub has since won Young’s Best Kept
Cellar Award.
Importantly, with the pub slap dab in the centre
of the food market, the menu could not be more
locally sourced. The food available in all the other
pubs originates from the Wheatsheaf and is
delivered fresh each day. As you can expect, the full
range of Wells/Youngs/Courage draught and bottled
beers is always available but the tie does allow for
occasional guest beers. The menu includes nothing
deep fried and specialities include home made
burgers, bespoke sandwiches and toasties.
THE BELL, 29 Bush Lane, EC4,
open Mon-Fri 11am-10pm
cquired in 2004, this 400 year-old pub beside
A
Cannon Street Station had not been on the
market for ages. Eighty-six years young Betty Jesky
had been in charge for 46 years so there was a record
of consistency! Tony grabbed his second chance and

THE WHEATSHEAF, 6 Stoney Street,
Borough Market, SE1, open daily 11am-11pm
ony took his first tenancy, the ‘Sheaf’ in 2001
T
from Young’s. Already famous with CAMRA
members in earlier days, the pub had been derelict
for six months and Borough Market had yet to

in came a range of five real ales. Previously run by
Inntrepeneur, the pub was now owned by
Enterprise, a group with a better guest list than
some, aided by its SIBA connection.
Visitors will find Spitfire, Courage Best, Timothy
Taylor’s Landlord and Deuchars IPA, together with
an ever-changing guest beer. This tiny pub used to
have four individual bars and to this day you can see
the Roll of Honour of all past landlords, Tony’s name
being the latest addition.

Red Car Pubs

THE SWAN TAVERN, Gracechurch Street, EC4.
open Mon- Fri 11am-10pm
Red Car Pub since September 2006, leased
A
from Fuller’s, the Swan presented a new
challenge in that it was in good condition and already
trading well. Nevertheless the magic formula has
worked again and business is booming with sales up
25% in the first year of trading. No big surprise to
find the Fuller’s range of cask and bottled beers
always available, but you’ll still find an ever-changing
guest beer at all times.

THE CASTLE, Furnival Street, EC4,
open Mon-Fri 11am-10pm
his corner pub stands beside the offices of, and
T
belongs to, the Jewish Chronicle. Approximately
the same size as the Wheatsheaf but with an upstairs

Both the Swan and the Bell have featured
recently in beerintheevening.com’s Top 40, voted
numbers 1 and 2 respectively. While we’re at it, the
Wheatsheaf came in at No.33 on the same survey!

area which will be food orientated, the Castle is free
of tie and gives Red Car the chance to create their
very own flagship pub. Tony considers it the most
exciting of all his projects and the pub will be in his
hands some time in September. Early days yet but
the plan is to have a rotating menu of up to ten real
ales from microbreweries.
Tony thinks the
Wheatsheaf’s near neighbour, the Market Porter, is
the Borough’s best cask ale pub. He is determined
to make a similar name for the Castle in the City.
And what of the future? I asked Tony whether he
had any plans to take more pubs under his Red Car
umbrella and wasn’t the least surprised by his reply:
“Oh yes. It all depends on what properties come on the
market. They must be the right size; our motto is ‘small
but perfectly formed’. Also, they must be in the right
area, have the right customer mix, and possess true
real ale potential. Then we’ll go for it!”
I am sure readers of London
Drinker, and everyone who cares
about real ale and traditional pubs,
will wish Tony and Red Car the
very best of luck in the future.
Pete Tonge

Letters
Dear Editor
For enjoyment, fitness, safety – mine and other
people’s – and for the good of the planet, I try to
avoid visiting pubs by car. Recent methods of
transport have included train, tube, cycle, canal boat,
micro-scooter (not terribly practical) and old
fashioned shanks’s pony.

Inspired by an ad in London Drinker, I took a
walk along the surprisingly picturesque Grand Union
Canal from Uxbridge to Harefield village. This is
about as far north-west as you can go in Greater
London before the wilds of Bucks. and Herts.
Leaving the canal at Black Jack’s Lock, twelve
minutes along a footpath and cul-de-sac brings you
to the Harefield (41 High St.). Formerly the Pickle
Jar, this one-room pub has been renovated and
reopened in April with an over 21s only policy.
Wood panelled walls, antique prints and a fireplace
help give a homely atmosphere. Meals are served
using ingredients sourced from local merchants and
there are three (soon to be four) real ales. Hop Back
GFB is a regular and the guest ale, Bombardier on
my visit, changes every week.
A welcoming pub like this makes a perfect focus
for a walk or ride. Other readers may find a few
minutes with an Ordnance Survey map reveals
unusual routes to hostelries near them, maybe even
devising unusual transportation to match.
Bob Barton
Hayes, Middx.
Dear Editor
I, possibly on my own, have never seen full pints as
a CAMPAIGNING issue. If someone serves me
ridiculously under measure, I ask to be topped up.
They always do. So what is the issue?

Likewise pub closure. Oooooh shock horror;
another local boozer closes. Do I care? Well, no
actually. My local is (was) the Spotted Cow on
Hither Green Lane. You would only ever go there
for drugs or a fight. So, to we real ale drinkers,
absolutely no loss. CAMRA would have you believe
otherwise. I am patiently waiting for an issue which
actually means something.
At a time when as a consumer group we are
campaigning about Pubs closing, we may need to do
better in our support of pubs which are struggling to
stay open. One such pub is Hooper’s Bar and Café,
which has emerged from the ashes of the Ivanhoe, in
Ivanhoe Road, SE5. It suffers from two things; it is
stuck away up a back street so that unless you know
it is there you will struggle to walk past it by
accident, and the pub it replaced was not a real ale
pub.
Yet it deserves support from CAMRA people for
the things it is; clean and pleasant, good quality real
ales (and an ever-changing range of real ales) and, for
me an added bonus, a good selection of foreign
bottled beers which are predominantly, but not
exclusively Belgian. Jamie and Viv, the owners, have
worked hard to create a modern and pleasant
environment for the pub, whilst retaining the
character of the original building. And it is an oasis
in what is a bit of a beer desert of an area.

44 TABARD STREET, LONDON SE1
Tel - 020 7357 7173
Traditional Harvey’s Sussex Ales
Served in a Traditional Atmosphere
Open Mon-Fri 11am - 11pm
Food Available
Lunchtime & Evenings
And now open Saturdays 6pm - 11pm
also Sundays 12 midday - 6pm
with traditional Sunday lunches
Nearest tube - The Borough

31

Letters
But he cannot hope to keep a range of beers in
good condition if people are not walking in to drink
them. So instead of writing a petition to the
Government telling them how sad the closure of
pubs is, when some of them are no loss to real ale
drinkers, why not campaign in a more proactive way
by supporting the pubs which are trying to cater for
our needs by visiting them regularly and buying the
beer?
Bob Callard
Dear Editor
I fully support the campaign ‘Take it To The Top’
highlighting the widespread practice of serving short
measures, however it is not readily accepted that
some products are specifically designed to short
change the drinking public. For example has anyone
ever seen a full pint of draught Guinness? The
product as we know it has only been available since
the early sixties, before then it was sold in bulk and
bottled, some outlets had it on hand pump.
Nitrokegs cottoned on to the idea of a product that
is sold by the pint and is impossible to deliver full
measure in a pint glass.
Furthermore has any one ever seen an
advertisement for ANY beer in a properly filled
glass, especially in CAMRA publications such as
‘What’s Brewing’ and London Drinker.
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The inside cover of the August- September issue
carries an ad for ‘Abbot Ale’ in a woefully underfilled
glass, likewise the ad for Brains S.A Gold in the same
issue is short as too is the one for Youngs.
Surely the Editor could lay down guidelines for
advertisers that their products should be shown in
properly filled glasses with the head ABOVE the top
of the glass.
John Dodd
(My guideline to readers is to assume that somebody
has already taken a swig out of any glass that an
advertiser portrays as containing less than full liquid
measure. – Ed)
Dear Editor
I’ve noticed an increase in the number of bar-staff
who tell you that they “can’t” refill your glass again,
because it is “against H&S/Trading Standards/Local
Government regulations – and it’s illegal”.
Now, I know it isn’t their fault, but SOMEONE
is spreading these lies around – who, and why?
Because, if it were true, there wouldn’t be a single
CAMRA beer festival operating anywhere, at any
time, would there?
And can we have some publicity telling the truth,
whilst we are at it?
Greg Tingey

Branch diaries
elcome to our regular details of London CAMRA contacts
and events. This is where branches can say what is
happening in their areas that might be of interest to drinkers
across London. Events for October and November are listed
below.
Branch meetings and socials are open to all - everyone is
welcome to come along.

W

LONDON REGIONAL EVENTS
October – Mon 8 Regional Cider Pub of the Year presentations:
(7pm) Pembury Tavern, 90 Amhurst Rd, E8 for 7.30 presentation;
then Wenlock Arms, 26, Wenlock Rd, N1 for 9pm presentation.
November – Sat 10 (from 12 noon) Lord Mayor’s Show social.
Royal Oak, Tabard St, SE1. - Wed 28 (8pm) London Liaison
Committee (Regional co-ordination meeting for London
Branches). Royal Oak, Tabard St, SE1. Secretary: geoff@coherenttech.co.uk
LONDON PUBS GROUP
Jane Jephcote 020-7720 6327, jephcotej@hotmail.co.uk
October – Sat 13 Daytime crawl of Northern Outer London:
(11.30am) Queen’s Head, 32 High St, Pinner HA5; (12.45) Case
is Altered, Eastcote High Rd, HA5; (2.30) Half Moon, Roxeth
Hill, HA2; (3.15) Castle, 30 West St, HA1; (4.30) Windermere,
Windermere Ave, HA9; (6pm) Royal George, 8 Eversholt St,
NW1.
November – Wed 14 (7.15 for 7.30) Mtg. Royal Oak, Tabard St,
SE1 (upstairs). All branches and members interested in pub
research and preservation welcome.
Website www.londonpubsgroup.co.uk
BEXLEY
Martyn Nicholls 01322 527857 (H),
contacts@camrabexleybranch.org.uk
October – Wed 10 (8.30) Mtg. Black Horse, Bexley.
November – Wed 14 (8.30) Mtg. Plough & Harrow, Welling.
Website: www.camrabexleybranch.org.uk
CROYDON & SUTTON
Michael Fairweather 07905 611978, 0203 039 0379 (H)
October – Thu 11-Sat 13 Wallington Beer Festival. See page 17. Tue 16 (8.30) Post-festival social. Ship of Souls, 282 High St,
Croydon – Tue 30 (8.30) Branch mtg. Dog & Bull (upstairs) 24-25
Surrey St, Croydon.
November – Tue 13 (8.30) Social. Whispering Moon, Wallington.
- Thu 29 (8.30) Branch mtg. Windsor Castle, Carshalton
Website: www.croydoncamra.org.uk
EAST LONDON & CITY
John Pardoe 07757 772564, elacbranch@yahoo.co.uk
October – Tue 9 (8pm) Branch mtg. Old Dr Butlers Head,
Masons Ave., EC2. - Mon 15 (8pm) Pigs Ear festival mtg.
Nightingale, Nightingale La, E11. - Fri 19 (8pm) Club of the Year
presentation. Leyton Orient Supporters Club, Oliver Rd., E10. Fri 26 (8pm) Pigs Ear mtg. Birkbeck Tavern, E11.
November – Thu 1-Fri 2 (from 6pm) Piglet Beer Festival. Leyton
Orient Supporters Club, Oliver Rd., E10. Up to 30 real ales and
two ciders. - Mon 12 (8pm) Pigs Ear mtg. Nightingale, Nightingale
La, E11. - Mon 19 (8pm) Pigs Ear mtg. East Ham Working Mens
Club, Boleyn Rd., E16. - Mon 26 (8pm) Pigs Ear mtg, venue tba.
Website: www.pigsear.org.uk
ENFIELD & BARNET
Brian Willis 020-8441 1892(H), Branch mobile 07757 710008 at
event
October – Tue 2 East Finchley social: (8.30) Dick Turpin; then
(9.45) Windsor Castle. - Thu 11 (8.30) PotY and GBG 2008
launch. Wonder, 1 Batley Rd, Enfield EN2 - Thu 18 (8.30) Branch
mtg. White Lion, 50 St. Albans Rd, EN5 - Tue 23 (8.30) GBG
2008 social. Orange Tree, Highfield Rd, Winchmore Hill N21. -
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Wed 31 (8.30) GBG 2008 social. Elephant Inn, 283 Ballards La,
North Finchley N12
November – Tue 6 (8.30) GBG 2008 social. Beehive, 24 Little
Bury St, Edmonton N9 - Thu 15 (8.30) GBG 2008 social. Prince
of Wales, 2 Church Hill Rd, EN4. - Tue 20 (8.30) GBG 2008
social. Dog & Duck, 74 Hoppers Rd, Winchmore Hill N21. - Thu
29 (9pm) London Drinker pick up and social. Old Mitre, 58 High
St, Barnet EN5.
Website: www.camra-enfield-and-barnet.org.uk
KINGSTON & LEATHERHEAD
Clive Taylor 020-8949 2099 (H), 020-8540 1901 (W),
clive@paylor2005.wanadoo.co.uk
October – Thu 4 (8.15). Branch mtg. Surbiton Club, St James Rd,
Surbiton. - Tue 16 (8.30) Social. Bricklayer’s Arms, Waterman St,
Putney. Meet at pub or 7.30 at Prince Of Wales, opp. Wimbledon
stn, then by District Line to Putney Bridge.- Thu 18 (8pm) Social.
Twickenham Beer Festival. See page 18. - Wed 24 (8.30) PotY
presentation. Royal George, Hersham Rd, Hersham. - Tue 30
(8.30) PotY presentation. Woodies, Thetford Rd, New Malden.
November – Thu 8 (8.15) Branch mtg. Kings Tun, Kingston. - Thu
22 Surbiton to Kingston crawl: (8pm) Waggon & Horses, then
Kelly Arms, Spring Grove, Cricketers, Marlborough etc. - Thu 29
Belgravia crawl: (7pm) Plumbers Arms, Lower Belgrave St; (7.40)
Horse & Groom; (8.30) Grenadier; (9.20) Nags Head; (10.10)
Star.
Website: www.camrasurrey.org.uk
NORTH LONDON
Social contact: Steve Ducker 07910 151494,
steve.ducker@yahoo.co.uk; Branch contact: John Cryne 020-8452
6965, john.cryne@uk.pwc.com
October – Tue 2 N6 Social: (8pm) Prince of Wales, 53 Highgate
High St; then Flask, 77 Highgate West Hill; Gatehouse, 1 North
Rd. - Tue 9 (8pm) London Drinker Beer Festival planning mtg.
Wenlock Arms, 26 Wenlock Rd, N1. - Tue 16 NW1 Social:
(8pm) Allsop Arms, 137 Gloucester Rd; then Volunteer, 247
Baker St; Metropolitan Bar, 7 Station Approach. - Tue 23 Green
Lanes N4 Social: (8pm) Salisbury, 1 Grand Parade; then Garden
Ladder, 501; Old Ale Emporium, 405; Beaconsfield Arms, 357359. - Fri 26-Sat 27 Wenlock Arms Beer Festival, Wenlock Arms.
See page 16. - Tue 30 NW1 Social: (8pm) Square Tavern, 26
Tolmers Sq; then Bree Louise, 69 Cobourg St.
November – Tue 6 (8pm) Pub of the Season presentation.
Coronet, 338-346 Holloway Rd, N7. - Tue 13 (8pm) GBG 2009
mtg. Rugby Tavern, 19 Great James St, N1. - Tue 20 N1 Social:
(8pm) York, 82 Islington High St; then Charles Lamb, 16 Elia St.
- Tue 9 (8pm) London Drinker Beer Festival planning mtg.
Wenlock Arms, 26 Wenlock Rd, N1.
Website: www.camranorthlondon.org.uk
RICHMOND & HOUNSLOW
Brian Kirton 020-8384 7284 (H), briankirton@blueyonder.co.uk
October – Thu 4 Twickenham festival publicity crawl round
Richmond. Meet (7.30) Orange Tree, 45 Kew Rd. - Thu 11 (8.30)
Branch mtg. Old Goat, 241 Hampton Rd, Twickenham. - Thu 18Sat 20 Twickenham Beer & Cider Festival. See page 16. - Wed
31 (8pm) Post-festival debrief Barmy Arms, The Embankment,
Twickenham Riverside.
November – Tue 6 (8.30) Branch mtg. Ailsa Tavern, 263 St
Margarets Rd, St Margarets. - Thu 22 Kew crawl: (8pm) Inn at
Kew Gardens; (8.30) Railway; (9.15) Coach & Horses; (10pm)
Greyhound; (10.30) Rose & Crown.
Website: www.camra.org.uk/richmond
SOUTH EAST LONDON
Roz Cox 07796 272 730 or 020-8697 6939 evening or weekends
only, roz@selcamra.org.uk
October – Thu 4 (8pm) Social. Red Lion, 10 North Rd, Bromley
BR1. -Tue 9 (8pm) Cttee mtg and social. Dulwich Wood House,
39 Sydenham Hill, SE26. - Sat 13 (1pm) Apple pressing/cider

Branch diaries
making. One Tree Hill Allotments, Honor Oak SE23. - Thu 18
(8pm) Social. Moon & Stars, 164-166 High St, Penge SE20. - Sat
20 Out of branch social to Lewes, then by bus to Cider Festival at
National Collection of Cider & Perry, Middle Farm. Meet 11.10
East Croydon stn for 11 24 train. Cost of train, bus fare and
admission to festival (£5 last year) to be paid by individual. More
info www.selcamra.org.uk/Branch.htm. Please notify organiser if
you intend to come (email whiteik@talk21.com or phone 0845 223
5265 between 6 and 7pm Mon-Fri). - Wed 24 Greenwich SE10
social: (8pm) Richard 1st (Tolleys), 52-54 Royal Hill; then (9.30)
Greenwich Union. - Sat 27 Catford Ciders of the Festival
presentations: (10.30am) New Forest Cider Stall at Borough
Market for 11am presentation, then 11.37 train from London
Bridge to Paddock Wood (arr. 12.22) and taxi to Halfway House,
Horsmonden Rd, Brenchley, Tonbridge, Kent, for 1pm
presentation to Castle Cider. Cost of train and taxi fare to be paid
by individual. Please notify organiser as above if you intend to
come.
November – Wed 7 (8pm) Cttee mtg and social. Pommelers Rest,
196-198 Tower Bridge Rd, SE1. - Mon 12 (8pm) Social. Ramblers
Rest, Mill Pl, Chislehurst, Kent. - Wed 21 (7.30) Social. Hoopers
Bar, 28 Ivanhoe Rd, SE5. - Sat 24 Pickle Festival. Dog & Bell, 116
Prince St, Deptford SE8. All entries by 7pm please. We have six
categories this year: Pickles, Preserves, Chutneys, Bread, Cake and
Art/Photography. - Mon 26 (8pm) Catford Beer Festival planning
mtg. Old Nun’s Head, 15 Nunhead Green, SE15.
Website: www.selcamra.org.uk
SOUTH WEST ESSEX
swessex@clara.co.uk
October – Mon 1 (8.30) Social. Prince of Wales, 63 Green La
(A1083), Ilford. - Thu 11 (8.30) Social. Rising Sun, 144 Ongar Rd
(A128), Brentwood. - Wed 17 (8.30) Social. Railway, 13 Station
Rd, West Horndon. - Tue 23 (8.30) Social, Railway Hotel, Station
La, Hornchurch.
November – Thu 1 (from 8pm) Social at Piglet Beer Festival,
Leyton Orient Supporters Club, London E10. - Thu 6
Wetherspoons Beer Festival Social: (8pm) Eva Hart, 1128 High
Rd (A118, junction with Station Rd A1112), Chadwell Heath;
(10pm) Moon & Stars, 99/103 South St, Romford. - Tue 13
(8.30) Social. Britannia, 1 Church Rd, Barking (off Ilford
Ln/Fanshawe Ave). - Tue 20 (8pm) Social at Rochford Beer
Festival, Freight House, Rochford (adj Rochford Station) For
further details see www. seecamra.org.uk/. - Thu 29 (8.30) Social.
Traitors Gate, 42 Broadway, Little Thurrock, Grays.
Website: www. swessex.clara.net
SOUTH WEST LONDON
Mark Bravery 020-8540 9183 (H), 020-7147 2860 (W),
markbravery@blueyonder.co.uk
October - Wed 3 (7.30) Mtg. Crown & Sceptre, 2A Streatham
Hill, SW2. - Tue 16 (7pm) Local guide research crawl. Meet
Falcon, 2 St John’s Hill, Battersea SW11 (by Clapham Junction
stn).
November - Wed 7 (7pm) Local guide research crawl. Meet
Grapes, 39 Fairfield St, Wandsworth SW18. - Thu 22 (7.30) Mtg.
Kings Arms, 96 Wandsworth High St, SW18.
Website: www.swlcamra.org.uk
WATFORD & DISTRICT
Andrew Vaughan 01923 230104 (H) 07854 988152 (M)
October – Thu 11 Beer Festival publicity crawl in Bushey. Meet
(8.30) Black Boy, Windmill St. - Tue 16 Beer Festival publicity
crawl in Watford. Meet (8.30) Estcourt Arms, St. John’s Rd. Mon 22 (8.15) Mtg. Estcourt Arms, St. John’s Rd, Watford. - Fri
26 (8pm) Cider social. Land of Liberty, Peace & Plenty, Long La,
Heronsgate.
November – Thu 8-Sat 10 13th Watford Beer Festival, West
Herts Sports Club, Park Avenue, Watford. See page 19. - Thu 22
(8.30) Post-festival social. West Herts Sports Club, Watford. Mon 26 (8.15) Mtg. Estcourt Arms, St. John’s Road, Watford.
Website: www.watfordcamra.org.uk

WEST LONDON
Social Secretary Alasdair Boyd 020-7930 9871 ext 143 (2.303.15/6pm-9.30 Mon-Fri), banqueting@nlc.org.uk Fax 020-7839
4768, westlondoncamrabranch@hotmail.co.uk; Branch contact Kim
Martin 07717 795284, kimberlymartin@yahoo.com
October – Tue 2 (7.45) Mtg. King & Queen 1/2 Foley St, W1
(upstairs). - Sun 7 Cider socials: (12-3pm) Chimes, 26 Churton
St, SW1; (4pm) Harp, 47 Chandos Pl. WC2; (7pm) Coach &
Horses, 29 Greek St, W1. - Thu 11 and Fri 12 (7pm at Cider
bar) Socials at 14th Croydon & Sutton Beer Festival. See page 17.
- Thu 18 and Fri 19 (7pm at Cider bar) Socials at 9th
Twickenham Beer Festival. See page 18. - Sun 21 (6pm) Social.
Da Vinci’s/Union Bar, Beitquadrangle, Prince Consort, Rd. SW7. Mon 29 St James SW1 tour: (7pm) Red Lion, 2 Duke of York St;
(8pm) Golden Lion, 25 King St; (9pm) Red Lion 23 Crown
Passage.
November – Thu 8 (7.30) Joint social with W Middx Branch. Red
Lion & Pineapple, 281 High St, W3. - Tue 13 Shepherds Bush
social: (7pm) Central Bar, 1st Floor (Wetherspoon),
opp..Shepherd’s Bush Tube; then (9pm) Goldhawk, 122/124
Goldhawk Rd. - Tue 20 (7.30) Mtg. King & Queen, 1/2 Foley St
W1 (upstairs). - Mon 26 (8pm) Joint social with W Middx
Branch. Paragon, 80/82 Chiswick High Rd, W4. - Fri 30 (7pm)
Social. Star Tavern., 6 Belgrave Mews West.
Website: www.westlondon-camra.org.uk
WEST MIDDLESEX
Social Secretary Roy Tunstall 07960 031399, socials@westmiddxcamra.org.uk; Branch contact John Bush 07739 105336,
contact@westmiddx-camra.org.uk
October – Thu 4 Wetherspoon Local Beer Festival social: (7.30)
Pennysylvanian, 115-7 High St, Rickmansworth; (8.45) William
Jolle, 53 Joel St, Northwood Hills; (10pm) J J Moons, 12 Victoria
Rd, Ruislip Manor. - Sat 6 (9am) Ealing Beer Festival Staff Outing.
Contact John Bush for details. - Wed 10 (8.30) Mtg. Fox &
Goose, Hanger Lane, W5. - Thu 18 (8pm) Social at Twickenham
Beer & Cider Festival. See page 18.- Wed 24 Ickenham UB10
social: (8pm) Coach & Horses, 1 High St, UB10; then (9:30)
Tichenham Inn, 11 Swakeleys Rd.
November – Thu 1 (8pm) New Members evening. 12th
Grapevine Autumn Beer Festival, Questors, Mattock Lane, Ealing
W5. - Thu 8 (7.30) Joint social with W London. Red Lion &
Pineapple, 281 High Street, Acton W3. - Sat 10 (noon) Social at
Watford Beer Festival. See page 19. - Wed 14 (8.30) Mtg. Botwell
Inn, 25-29 Coldharbour La, Hayes UB3. - Wed 21 Greenford
UB6 social: (8pm) Bridge, Western Avenue; then (9.30) Railway,
Oldfield Lane North. - Mon 26 (7.30) Joint Social with W
London. Paragon, 80/82 Chiswick High Rd, Chiswick W4.
Website: www.westmiddx-camra.org.uk
Electronic copy deadline for the December/January edition: 14th
November 2007. Please send entries to geoff@coherent-tech.co.uk.

LESBIAN AND GAY
REAL ALE DRINKERS EVENTS
A group of lesbian and gay members of the Campaign for Real
Ale organising to extend the Campaign to the lesbian and gay
community. All welcome to all events. Or visit our website at
http://www.lagrad.org.uk.
The group convenor can be
contacted on info@lagrad.org.uk.
The Greater London Group meets at 7pm on the second
Monday of every month alternating between a ‘branch’
meeting in the basement of the Half Way, 7 Duncannon
Street, WC2, 020-7930 8312 (even numbered months – Feb,
April…) and a new members’ social upstairs at Comptons, Old
Compton Street (odd numbered months – Jan, Mar…) with
London Pride and Greene King IPA at £1.50 a pint (on sale
downstairs) – happy hour all evening. There are also other
events elsewhere in Greater London between these meetings –
see website for others’ suggestions, or make your own!
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The Star

17 Church Street
Godalming, Surrey
4 minutes from Godalming station
on the Waterloo to Portsmouth line

l Open all day, seven days
a week
l After 175 years,
The Star will now be
offering a whole range of
cask ales from around
the country, plus eight
draught ciders and two
dozen bottled ciders as
well as our extensive
Belgian beer list.

We are now in CAMRA’s
2008 Good Beer Guide
Don’t forget our Lake District
Halloween Beer Festival
26th - 28th October
Our delightful garden
with heated canopy
and rear garden room
are open throughout
the year.
More details available online at:
www.thestargodalming.co.uk
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he aim of ‘Capital Pubcheck’ is to share information
about the latest happenings on the London pub scene
including new pub and bar openings, name changes,
acquisitions, closures, notable changes to beer ranges etc.
Information is gathered from a variety of sources
including London Drinker readers, individual CAMRA
members and branch contacts, breweries, pub operators,
landlords etc. If you would like to contribute to ‘Pubcheck’
please send your news to the address below.
We report a sprinkling of new bar openings, generally
bereft of real ale, and a number of refurbishments. often
reinstating real ale, together with an increased emphasis
on food. On the downside, the dramatic loss of pubs
across London continues apace. This time we record no
less than 47 pubs closed or converted to other uses
reported for the very first time, together with the fate of a
further 18 already reported closed. Recent London media
interest in pub closures seems however to have prompted
local politicians in Lewisham to act albeit belatedly to save
the Greyhound, SE26.
We catch up on the hit and miss real ale availability in
Laurel’s expanding Slug & Lettuce chain, which is
rebranding former Whitbread Hogsheads and ex-SDFI
and Yates’s outlets. The latest opening at the prestigious
O2 entertainment complex in SE10 North Greenwich in

the former Millennium Dome however predictably has
only fizz beers. Despite the plethora of chain ’destination
restaurants and bars’, there is not a single proper pub in
the O2 complex – a sad reflection on the reluctance of our
pub companies to promote Britain’s pub culture at major
international venues.
Cross references to CAMRA’s various pub guides
covering Greater London are provided to enable easy
updating. The numbers in brackets after each entry refer to
the page numbers in the following guides: BM - Balham to
Morden Pub Guide; BRP - Barnes to Raynes Park Pub
Guide; CE - Camden & Euston Real Ale Guide; E - East
London & City Beer Guide, 3rd edition; H - Hertfordshire
Guide to Real Ale, 2000 edition; HB - Holborn &
Bloomsbury Pub Guide; IS - N1 Islington Real Ale Guide; K
- Guide to Kent Pubs, 10th edition; 8K - Real Ale Guide to
Kent Pubs, 8th edition; KT - Kingston Pub Guide; N - North
London Beer Guide, 3rd edition; SE - South East London
Pub Guide, 4th edition; 3SE - South East London Pub
Guide, 3rd edition; SW - South West London Pub Guide,
2nd edition; W - West London Pub Guide, 2nd edition; X Essex Beer Guide, 9th edition.
If you would like to report changes to pubs or beers,
please write to: Capital Pubcheck, 2 Sandtoft Road, London
SE7 7LR or email: capitalpubcheck@hotmail.com.

NEW & REOPENED PUBS
& PUBS CONVERTED TO REAL ALE

Fuller: London Pride; Greene King: IPA. Reinstatement of
real ale after refurbishment. Enterprise, ex-Inntrepreneur
via Unique. Formerly EDINBURGH. (N42, U159,
U188, U190)
N1, KENRICKS, 340/342 Essex Rd. Reverted to LORD
CLYDE. Greene King: Old Speckled Hen. Reinstatement
of real ale after redecoration, retaining public bar. More
emphasis on food. (N50, U184).
N1, LINCOLN LOUNGE, 52 York Way. Wells:
Bombardier. A welcome introduction of real ale
accompanying a refurbishment back to a traditional pub.
Formerly LINCOLN ARMS. (N50, U181)
N10, HA! HA! BAR & CANTEEN, 390/392 Muswell
Hill Broadway. Renamed SLUG & LETTUCE.
Caledonian: Deuchars IPA. Now Laurel, ex-Yates’s.
Formerly CAFÉ TOTO. (N103, U143)
N12, STOPZ AT CHERRY TREE, 713 High Rd.
Reopened and renamed PURPLE RAIN BAR AND
RESTAURANT and now renamed again EMBASSY
LOUNGE. No real ale. Now a Free House run by
Summercourt Holdings, ex-Whitbread. Formerly COACH
STOP. (N111, U120, U161, U180)
N16, BAR 23, 23 Stoke Newington Rd. No real ale. New
small Free House/bar in former fish restaurant premises.
N16, CAVA BAR, 111 Albion Rd. Reopened and renamed
GATE. No real ale. A Free House/bar and restaurant.
(U176, U188)
N19, HIDEAWAY, 114 Junction Rd. No real ale. A Free
House/bar and restaurant in former club and restaurant.
BARNET (EN5), BAR SQUARE, 149 High St. Reopened
and renamed HADLEY OAK. Caledonian: Deuchars IPA
(£2.60/pint). Beers may vary. Pleasantly furnished
courtyard at the side and back with outdoor sofas.
Formerly KING GEORGE. (N251, U177, H19, U194)
ENFIELD (EN1), SOUTHBURY, 253 Southbury Rd.
Greene King: IPA. Reinstatement of real ale. Formerly
SOUTHBURY HOTEL. (N230, U170)
ENFIELD (EN1), TOBY CARVERY (WHITE WEBBS),

T

CENTRAL
EC1, BARLEY MOW, 50 Long La. Marston: Pedigree;
Taylor: Landlord; Young: Bitter. Reopened. Now Free,
ex-Whitbread. (E9, U121, U189)
EC1, SMITHFIELD GRILL, 2/3 West Smithfield. No
real ale. A Free House/bar and grill.
EC1, SPECTATOR, 6 Little Britain. No real ale. A Free
House/bar in former Italian restaurant premises. Formerly
NYLON, PAVILION and originally POETS CORNER.
Reinstate on pub database. (U130, U156, U168, U186)
EC2, CORNEY & BARROW, City Point, 1 Ropemaker
St. No real ale. A Free House/bar and restaurant.
Occupies ground floor unit in Citypoint complex.
W1(F), EAGLE BAR DINER, 4/5 Rathbone Place. No
real ale. A Free House/bar and restaurant.
EAST
E3, MATTER OF TIME, 588 Mile End Rd. Reopened and
renamed VIRTUE after refurbishment. No real ale.
Formerly FLAUTIST & FIRKIN and previously HORN OF
PLENTY. (E90, U96, U155, U195)
E7, TERRY SPINKS MBE, 249/251 Green St. Reopened
and renamed MO’S BAR after extensive internal
refurbishment. Still no real ale. Formerly WHITE HART.
(E109, U162, U195)
E8, KINGS ARMS, 18 Kingsland High St. Fuller: London
Pride; Greene King: Abbot. Reinstatement of real ale.
Now Free, ex-Wells. (E113, U65, U112, U187)
E14, BOOTY’S RIVERSIDE BAR, 92A Narrow St.
Fuller: London Pride; Greene King: IPA. Former wine bar
now with real ale. A Free House/bar at rear of restaurant
area.
NORTH
N1, EDINBURGH CELLARS, 125 Newington Green Rd.
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Whitewebbs Park, Whitewebbs La. No real ale. Located
in White Webbs House, it was formerly a branch of
Brewers Fayre originally opened by Whitbread, before sale
to M&B in 2006, and rebranded in March 2007. Not
previously reported.
ENFIELD EAST (EN3), ORDNANCE, 69 Ordnance Rd.
Reopened, still no real ale. Formerly BARNYARD.
(N239, U160, U195)
NORTH WEST
NW1, CRESCENT, 1 Camden High St. Fuller: London
Pride. Reinstatement of real ale. Now M&B, ex-Bass.
Formerly EDWARDS, originally SOUTHAMPTON
ARMS. (N175, U130, U175, U179)
NW1, PRINCE ALBERT, 163 Royal College St. Adnams:
Broadside; Fuller: London Pride (£3/pint); Wells:
Bombardier. Reopened with new interior installed. Dark
wood panelling, central bar and first floor dining area.
Food orientated. Outside garden for smokers. Real ale
not always available. (N172, U192)
NW2, WINDMILL, 57 Cricklewood Broadway. Adnams:
Bitter; Wells: Bombardier. Ex-Spirit, ex-Taylor Walker.
Renovated, retaining some original features, with large back
garden. B&B. (N180)
NW3, ADELAIDE, 143 Adelaide Rd. Greene King: Old
Speckled Hen; Young: Bitter. Reinstatement of real ale in
this upmarket gastropub. Formerly VICEROY. (N190,
U157)
NW3, BELSIZE TAVERN, 29 Belsize La. Reopened and
renamed XO. No real ale. A trendy bar and restaurant,
part of a chain including E&O in W11. Very modern

interior with bar at front. (N184, U106, U191)
NW3, CAFÉ ROUGE, 38/39 High St. No real ale. This
is now one of their branches selling a draught (keg) beer
and where you can drink without eating. Formerly
DOME. Reinstate on pub database. (N184, U146)
NW3, WALKABOUT, Ground Floor, O2 Centre, 255
Finchley Rd. No real ale. Sells kangaroo steaks and
burgers. Separate entrance is from Finchley Road.
NW8, DUKE OF YORK, 2/4 Gateforth St. Reopened
and renamed S-JOY (BAR AND FUSION
RESTAURANT). No real ale. Interior gutted and all
original fittings removed. Retains small bar area with keg
beer. (N214, U180)
SOUTH EAST
SE1, BAR MED, 5 Chicheley St. Renamed SLUG &
LETTUCE, Fuller: London Pride. Acquired by Laurel, exSFI, by April 2005. (U150)
SE10, INC BRASSERIE, Unit 21, Entertainment Ave, The
O2 (formerly the Millennium Dome). No real ale. A Free
House/restaurant and bar with keg beer.
SE10, LAS IGUANAS, Peninsula Sq, The O2). No real
ale. A Free House/Latin American restaurant and fizz bar
with distinct bar area.
SE10, SLUG & LETTUCE, Unit 14, Entertainment Ave,
The O2. No real ale. A new Laurel bar, sadly fizz.
SE10, THAI SILK, Unit 13, Entertainment Ave, The O2.
No real ale. A Free House/Thai restaurant and fizz bar.
SOUTH WEST
SW1(P), LORD BURLEIGH, 250 Vauxhall Bridge Rd.

A P P L I C AT I O N T O J O I N C A M R A
I/We wish to become members of the Campaign for Real Ale Limited and agree to abide by the Memorandum
and Articles of Association of the Campaign.
Name(s)
Address
Postcode
Signature

Date

I/We enclose the remittance for individual/joint membership.
Individual
Annual

Joint
Annual

Individual
Life

Joint
Life

DD

Non-DD

DD

Non-DD

UK and EEC

£20

£22

£25

£27

£360

£450

Rest of the World

£25

£27

£30

£32

£450

£540

Under age 26/Student

£11

£13

£14

£16

-

-

Unemployed/Disabled

£11

£13

-

-

-

-

Over 60

£11

£13

£14

£16

£198

£252

Send your remittance (payable to CAMRA Ltd) to:
Membership Secretary, CAMRA Ltd, 230 Hatfield Road, St Albans, Herts AL1 4LW
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Reopened and renamed BRASS MONKEY. Adnams:
Bitter. Refurbished in modern style with armchairs, sofas
and high stools. (SW41, U194)
SW16, HORSE & GROOM, 60 Streatham High Rd. No
real ale. Reopened after refurbishment. Now Spirit, exS&N. Formerly BIG HAND MO’S. (SW105, U153,
U185, U195)
SW19, THE BAR CAFE, 153-163 The Broadway.
Reopened and renamed HENRY J BEANS. No real ale.
Formerly SW19 (THE). (U164, U187, BM32, U192,
U195)
WEST
W6, GROVE, 83 Hammersmith Grove. Fuller: London
Pride. (W102)
TWICKENHAM (TW2), BLOOMSBURY, 209 Staines
Rd. Courage: Best Bitter; Wells: Bombardier. Formerly
FIVE OAKS. (W202, U185)
UXBRIDGE, FIG TREE, 49 Windsor St. Greene King:
Old Speckled Hen (or alternative Greene King beer).
Reinstatement of real ale. Formerly OLD BILL. (W211,
U190, U195)
UXBRIDGE, METROPOLITAN, 8/9 Windsor St. Fuller:
London Pride. (W211)
PUBS CLOSED OR CEASED SELLING REAL ALE
CENTRAL
EC1, 26 SMITHFIELD, ex-Bass, H removed. Formerly
NEW MARKET. Was FROG & FIDDLE for a while.
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(E21, U83, U121, U152, U169, U195)
EC1, DRY BAR, Free, reopened but with no draught beer.
Delete from database. (U186)
EC1, ROYAL MAIL (WALL’S FREE HOUSE), Free,
closed. (E22, U79, U92, U147)
EC2, PITCHER & PIANO, 200 Bishopsgate, Marston, H
removed. (U133)
EC4, KINGS & KEYS, M&B, ex-Six Continents, closed
along with whole building. Was MAHONEYS and
SCRUFFY MURPHYS for a while. (E50, U151, U164,
U170, U176)
W1(Mar), ALL BAR ONE, 289-293 Regent St. M&B, H
removed. (W50)
EAST
E1, BLACK BULL, Free, converted to Indian restaurant.
(E61, U110, U161)
E1, KINGS ARMS (MONTY’S), Enterprise, ex-Watney
via Unique, closed. (E68, U110)
E1, OLD HOUSE AT HOME, ex-Watney. Ground floor
now converted to small supermarket with upper floors
extended and converted to residential use. (E70, U189)
E6, DUKES HEAD, Free, closed. (E104, U71, U81,
U110, U113, U120, U152)
E7, BAR MONASTERY, ex-Taylor Walker, closed.
Formerly PRINCESS ALICE. Sign outside says it will
reopen ‘soon’ as an Asian bar, club and restaurant. (E108,
U164, U186)
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E8, HAVELOCK ARMS, ex-Whitbread, now replaced by
flats. (E113, U163, U195)
E16, ROYAL OAK, 67 Barking Rd, ex-Courage. Ground
floor now converted to estate agent with upper floors
converted to flats. (E160, U80, U136, U162, U163,
U185)
E17, ESSEX ARMS, Enterprise, ex-Watney via Unique,
closed and boarded up. (E167)
BARKING, CAPTAIN COOK, Spirit, ex-Taylor Walker,
no real ale. (E11, U174)
ILFORD, RED LION, Free, closed. Formerly LLOYDS
No 1 BAR, GREENE CASTLE, BLAH BLAHS and RAT &
CARROT. (X73, U144, U155, U158, U163, U167,
U176, U177, U185)
NORTH
N1, THORNHILL ARMS, Punch, ex-Bass, H now
removed. (N60, U184)
N1, WILLOW TREE, Enterprise, ex-Whitbread, closed.
(N62)
N16, NEW PEGASUS, ex-Courage, now converted to
Karadeniz Social Club. (N129, U178)
N17, RAILWAY TAVERN, Wells, still closed and boarded
up. (N136, U178)
N18, TWO BREWERS, ex-Taylor Walker, now
demolished. (N141, U150, U179)
N22, FREEMASONS ARMS, M&B, ex-Bass, closed and
boarded up. (N155, U154)
EAST BARNET (EN4), CAT & LANTERN, Enterprise,
ex-Inntrepreneur via Unique, closed and boarded up and
to let or for sale. (N246)
ENFIELD EAST (EN3), BEEF & BARREL, M&B, now
being demolished. (N239, U160, U163, U191)
ENFIELD EAST (EN3), RAILWAY HOTEL, 173 South
St, Ponders End. Enterprise, ex-Watney via Unique, now
demolished. (N241, U175)
ENFIELD WEST (EN2), GOAT TAVERN, ex-Truman,
now converted to eight flats. (N234, U179)
NORTH WEST
NW1, ROYAL EXCHANGE, ex-Courage, now converted
to ‘Fake Club’, a Chinese Karaoke style club. Delete from
pub database. (N174, U192, U195)
NW1, SOLS ARMS, Spirit, ex-S&N, closed and awaiting
conversion to offices and absorption into the surrounding
office building if planning permission is granted by Camden
Council. (N174, CE15)
NW1, TAVERN INN THE TOWN, Free, closed. (N176,
U153)
NW3, BAR CIRCA, Ground Floor, O2 Centre, Greene
King, converted to part of Habitat shop. (U143)
NW3, OLD ORLEANS, Units 4A and 4B, Ground Floor,
O2 Centre, Spirit, ex-S&N, converted to part of Habitat
shop. (U144)
NW8, PRINCESS ROYAL, Enterprise, ex-Bass via
Unique, converted to ‘Sofra’ Turkish restaurant c2003.
(N215, U109)
HAREFIELD (UB9), HORSE & BARGE, S&N Pub
Enterprises. Renamed ST JAMES’ AT THE HORSE &
BARGE and refurbished with more emphasis on the
restaurant food than the bar. H unused due to ‘lack of
demand’. A shame as a canalside location and a large

garden are generally a recipe for buoyant cask ale sales.
(W147)
HARROW (HA2), TIMBER CARRIAGE, Spirit, closed in
June 2004. (W155)
NORTHWOOD (HA6), TRUE LOVERS KNOT, M&B,
closed 2006 and demolished August 2007 for yet more
housing development.
SOUTH EAST
SE1, ALL BAR ONE, 28/30 London Bridge St, H
removed. (U129)
SE1, SLUG & LETTUCE, 32 Borough High St, Laurel,
ex-SFI, H removed. (U157)
SE6, DARTMOUTH, ex-Courage, converted to flats.
(SE67, U145)
SE8, CRYSTAL PALACE TAVERN, ex-Watney,
demolished. A sad end for what was once a GBG regular
and a Mecca for real ales and live music throughout SE
London, opening late well before the days of ‘flexible
hours’. (SE79)
SE10, ROSE OF DENMARK. Reopened and renamed
27, a bar and restaurant, now closed again. (SE100, U166)
SE11, LAMBETH SPORTSMAN, Free, ex-Greene King,
converted to a hostel and internet café named ‘Journeys
Hostel’. Originally ANGEL. (SE107)
SE11, LAMBETH TAVERN, ex-Ascot, converted to flats
currently for sale. Formerly FRENCH HORN. (SE108,
U113)
SE11, LIAM OG’S (KENNINGTON), ex-Courage,
closed and boarded up. Formerly PLOUGH & HARROW.
(SE108, U120, U165, U191)
SE13, QUEENS ARMS, ex-Bass, closed and boarded up.
(SE121)
SE13, ROEBUCK, ex-Whitbread. Renamed BAR
PHOENIX¸ closed and boarded up. (SE121, U116)
SE13, SIR JOHN MORDEN, ex-Bass, upper floors
converted to flats, ground floor commercial unit vacant.
(SE122)
SE15, BARNABY, Enterprise, ex-Courage via Unique,
closed and planning application submitted to Southwark
Council for demolition and replacement by flats.
Originally CANTERBURY TAVERN. (SE134, U160)
SE15, CANTERBURY ARMS. Renamed GEM (BAR
RESTAURANT), Enterprise, ex-Whitbread, H removed.
(SE134)
SE16, CAULKERS, Enterprise, ex-Courage via Unique,
closed and boarded up. (SE145)
SE25, GOAT HOUSE, ex-Fuller, now flats under
construction on site. (SE216, U120, U175, U196)
SE26, DUKE OF EDINBURGH. Renamed DUKE,
Enterprise, ex-Whitbread, closed and under offer with
planning permission to change to flats. (SE222, U149)
SE26, FOX & HOUNDS, ex-Bass, closed purportedly for
refurbishment but future uncertain. (SE222, U149)
SE26, GREYHOUND, M&B, closed and surrounded by
hoardings. Plans by a developer to demolish the pub and
erect 80 flats on the site have been temporarily thwarted
by the last minute declaration of ‘conservation area’ status
to the area surrounding Cobbs Corner (including the
Greyhound) by the Mayor of Lewisham. A petition
against the proposed redevelopment, organised by the
Sydenham Society, is available for signature in a local

41

Capital Pubcheck - update 197
Kirkdale bookshop - 1500 signatures so far. Could it be
that a recent London TV report on pub closures in the
borough has spurred the politicians into action? (SE223,
U114, U122, U151, U164, U195)
SE26, MAN OF KENT, ex-Bass, converted to ‘Premier
Snack Bar’. (SE223, U196)
SE27, BRICKLAYERS ARMS, Enterprise, ex-Bass via
Unique, now demolished. (SE228, U188
SE27, GIPSY QUEEN, ex-Courage, closed and boarded
up. (SE228)
BECKENHAM, CLOCK HOUSE, ex-Taylor Walker,
demolished and flats being built on site. (3SE204, U49,
U83)
CROYDON (ADDISCOMBE), BLACK HORSE, exTaylor Walker, confirmed that flats are now on site.
(3SE236, U43, U55, U181, U184, U191)
CROYDON, CARTOON, Free, closed. Was COOL
ROOM for a while. (3SE237, U52, U55, U131, U192)
CROYDON, HALF MOON, ex-Taylor Walker, now
being demolished. (3SE243, U181)
CROYDON, HUNGRY HORSE, Greene King, now
demolished. Formerly PROPELLER. (3SE248, U55,
U98, U101, U116, U117, U159, U189
CROYDON, LESLIE ARMS, ex-Taylor Walker, still
closed and now to let. (3SE244, U175)
CROYDON, OAKFIELD, Free, closed, future uncertain.
Formerly OAKFIELD TAVERN. (3SE245, U55, U98,
U191)
CROYDON, PALS, ex-Regent Inns, now converted to
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employment office use. (U115, U161, U184)
CROYDON, WOOLPACK, Enterprise, ex-Watney via
Unique, closed and boarded up. (3SE252, U55, U98,
U108)
ST PAUL’S CRAY, CRAYFISH, Enterprise, ex-Bass via
Unique, closed, future uncertain. (3SE270, U42, U85,
U163)
ST PAUL’S CRAY, PARTRIDGE, Enterprise, exWhitbread, closed, future uncertain. (3SE270, U53)
ST PAUL’S CRAY, WANDERER, Enterprise, ex-Courage
via Unique and Inntrepreneur, closed, future uncertain.
(3SE271)
SOUTH WEST
SW2, HOP POLES, Enterprise, closed again and due to be
demolished for yet more flats. (SW53, U188, U195)
SW2, RED LION. Renamed No 1 BAR but still appears
closed. (SW53, U171)
SW3, PHENE ARMS, ex-Inntrepreneur, planning
application now submitted to Kensington & Chelsea
Council for a change of use to a single dwelling house.
(SW57, U178, U192)
SW11, PINE TAVERN, ex-Inntrepreneur, now
demolished. (SW89, U170, U175, U195)
SW11, PLOUGH, Young, closed and boarded up.
Young’s reportedly want to sell the pub irrespective of the
outcome of the planning application for redevelopment.
(SE89, U195)
SW19, BLUE, Punch, closed, future uncertain following
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flood damage in July. Formerly BAOBAB, previously
RIVERSIDE and originally ROYAL SIX BELLS. (SW119,
BM24, U195)
RICHMOND, RICHMOND ARMS, ex-Spirit, ex-S&N,
H removed. (SW156)
WEST
W2, ARCHERY TAVERN, ex-Hall & Woodhouse.
Planning application now submitted for change of use to
restaurant. (W70, U187)
W5, PARKVIEW, ex-Spirit, no real ale. (W98)
W9, CHIPPENHAM, Punch, H unused. (W114, U186,
U193)
ISLEWORTH (TW7), TRIPLE CROWN, Enterprise,
closed and boarded up, future uncertain. (W174)
RUISLIP (HA4), SWAN, Spirit, 16th century pub closed
June 2007 and leased to Tregus Holdings who have
submitted plans for conversion to a Café Rouge restaurant
despite opposition from regulars who want to retain it as a
pub. (W183, U195)
RUISLIP (HA4), WINDMILL, M&B, now demolished.
(W184, U195)
SOUTHALL (UB2), GRAND JUNCTION ARMS, Free,
no real ale. (W186)
TWICKENHAM (TW1), RANCH, Mint Group, H
removed. Formerly HOOK, LINE & SINKER. (W203,
U195)
UXBRIDGE (UB8), BAROOSH, Now Punch, exMcMullen, H removed. (W206)
UXBRIDGE (UB8), OLD ROCKINGHAM ARMS,
Greene King, no real ale. (W211)
OTHER CHANGES TO PUBS & BEER RANGES
CENTRAL
EC1, DEUX BEERS, -beers listed; +Adnams: Bitter.
Formerly HAT & TUN. (E18, U152)
EC1, HOGSHEAD, 171-176 Aldersgate. Renamed
SLUG & LETTUCE, -beers listed except Fuller: London
Pride. Now Laurel, ex-Whitbread. (U158)
EC1, HOGS HEAD, Unit E, Cowcross Pl. Renamed
SLUG & LETTUCE, -Caledonian: Deuchars IPA. Now
Laurel, ex-Whitbread. Formerly HOGSHEAD. (U155,
U179)
EC3, MONUMENT, -Fuller: London Pride; +Greene
King: Old Speckled Hen, seasonal beer. (U131, U183)
EC3, NEW MOON, -beers listed; +Greene King: IPA,
Abbot, Old Speckled Hen, seasonal beers. (E41, U191)
EC4, CARTOONIST, -beers listed; +Adnams: Bitter,
Explorer; +Courage: Best Bitter. (E47, U106)
EC4, COCKPIT, +Adnams: Bitter; +Marston: Pedigree.
Now Enterprise, ex-Courage via Unique. (E47)
EC4, ST BRIDES TAVERN, -beers listed; +Greene King:
IPA, Abbot, Old Speckled Hen or Ruddles County. (E53,
U70, U98, U117)
EC4, SHOELESS JOE’S. Renamed METROPOLIS
(BAR & GRILL). Still no real ale. Formerly BAR
EXCELLENCE. (U139, U147, U156)
W1(F), BLACK HORSE, +Hop Back: Summer Lightning;
+Marston: Pedigree. (W43)
W1(F), MORTIMER ARMS. Now leased by Spirit to the
Clear Pub Co. Real ale not always available. (W47)
W1(May), RUNNING FOOTMAN Renamed ONLY

RUNNING FOOTMAN, -beers listed except Young:
Bitter; +Wells: Bombardier. Refurbished and now
operated by Meredith Group, ex-Spirit. (W61)
W1(May), SLUG & LETTUCE. Now Laurel, ex-SFI, still
no real ale. (W62)
W1(S), SLUG & LETTUCE. Now Laurel, ex-SFI, still no
real ale. (W69)
EAST
E8, SPURSTONE ARMS, -Draught Bass; +Black Sheep:
Bitter; +Brakspear: Bitter; +Greene King: Abbot. A Free
House owned by Jobo Developments. (E116)
E9, ROYAL INN ON THE PARK, -Ridley beers;
+Adnams: Bitter; +Fuller: Discovery, ESB; +guest beer.
(E122, U110, U117, U164, U165)
E11, BELL, -Draught Bass; +Greene King: IPA, Abbot;
+Adnams: Explorer. Now Enterprise, ex-Bass via Unique.
(E127, U112, U124, U153)
E11, NORTH STAR, -beers listed except Fuller: London
Pride; +Adnams: Explorer; +Wells: Bombardier;
+Woodforde: Wherry. Now Enterprise, ex-Bass via
Unique. (E129, U136, U140)
E17, PLOUGH INN, +2 guest beers. Was HECTORS
for a while. (E168, U80, U134, U174)
ALDBOROUGH HATCH (NEWBURY PARK), DICK
TURPIN. Renamed MILLER & CUTTER, a pub,
steakhouse and grill. Still no real ale. (X8, U160)
BARKING, ORIGINAL SPOTTED DOG, -Courage: Best
Bitter; +Shepherd Neame: Kent’s Best. (X12, U177)
BARKINGSIDE, COUNTY, -beers listed; +Fuller:
London Pride; +Greene King: IPA; +Young: Bitter.
Formerly HORNS TAVERN. (X12, U166, U190)
NORTH
N1, KINGS CROWN PUB. Renamed LONG HOPE.
Formerly SHAWS FREE HOUSE. (N57, U174, U186,
U191)
N1, TALBOT, -beers listed; +Taylor: Landlord; +rotating
weekly guest beer from regional brewers. (N58, IS20)
N2, BALD FACED STAG, -beers listed; +Black Sheep:
Bitter; +Caledonian: Deuchars IPA; +Grand Union: Bitter
(£3/pint). Beers may vary. Refurbished with single bar at
front and large dining room at rear. (N65, U161, U163)
N6, RED LION & SUN, -beers listed except Greene
King: IPA and Abbot; +Greene King: Old Speckled Hen;
+guest beer. (N82)
N6, VICTORIA, -beers listed; +Black Sheep: Bitter;
+Greene King: IPA; +Harvey: Bitter; +Shepherd Neame:
Spitfire; +Wells: Bombardier. (N83, U184)
N8, BAR ROCCA. Renamed MUSIC PALACE, now a
music bar. Still no real ale. (U158)
N9, BEEHIVE, -beers listed except Greene King: IPA;
+Draught Bass. Refurbished. (N99, U188)
N10, VICTORIA STAKES, -beers listed; +Hop Back:
Summer Lightning; +Sharp: Cornish Coaster. (N104,
U175)
N16, OLD SHILLELAGH. Should read AULD
SHILLELAGH. Still no real ale. Free, ex-Ascot. (N129,
U166)
N19, BLACK HORSE, -Ruddle: County; +Adnams:
Explorer. Now Enterprise, ex-Watney via Unique. Now a
music bar with live bands, a beer garden and Thai food.
(N143)
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N20, BLACK BULL, -guest beers; +Fuller: London Pride;
+Young: Bitter. (N147, U151, U165, U187)
N20, CAVALIER, beers listed except Courage: Directors;
+Adnams: Broadside; +Black Sheep: Bitter. Refurbished
with restaurant at rear and smokers’ tent in the garden.
(N147, U180)
N21, ORANGE TREE, +Orange Tree Bitter (3.3%), a
house beer brewed by Trent Brewery Co Ltd. (N152)
N22, FREEMASONS ARMS, ex-Bass. Believed to be
under threat of closure. (N155, U154)
BARNET (EN5), WEAVERS BAR. The ex-restaurant
premises next door is branded separately as WEAVERS
RESTAURANT AND DINER with keg beer only. (N253,
H21, U188, U195)
ENFIELD EAST (EN3), KENNEDYS. Renamed
FINLEYS (after a chain of tobacconists), still no real ale.
Formerly PRINCE ALBERT. (N241, U160)
NORTH WEST
NW1, ALBERT. Now Punch, leased to ‘Simply Pubs’.
(N172, U156, CE18)
NW1, NEPTUNE, Wells, for sale, free of tie. (N170,
U191)
NW3, ELBOW ROOM. Renamed ESTABLISHMENT.
Only open in evenings, admission charge later. Apparently
sold by Elbow Room chain. (U168)
NW3, HORSESHOE, +Horseshoe: Lauries Best (4.1%);
+guest beer from Dark Star brewery. Formerly THREE
HORSESHOES. (N190, U110, U146, U159, U175,

U189, U191)
NW3, WETHERSPOONS, +Grand Union: Finch & Frog
Ale (4.5%) as house beer. (N173)
NW5, MONKEYCHEWS. Should read MONKEY
CHEWS (two words). Formerly QUEENS ARMS.
(N200, U154)
NW5, TORRIANO, 71 Torriano Ave. Admiral Taverns,
ex-Enterprise. Rumoured to be being sold on to
developers who want to convert the pub to ten flats.
Asking price £950,000. Formerly ROSE & CROWN.
(N200, U192, CE28)
NW6, LILLIE LANGTRY. Renamed CRICKETERS.
Now Punch, ex-Taylor Walker, still no real ale. Reatains
original Ind Coope Lillie Langtry hanging sign. (N205)
NW6, SOUTHERN K. Renamed BIDDY’S, still no real
ale. Formerly BIDDY MULLIGANS. (N203, U117,
U173)
NW9, HARP. Renamed RAW SPICE and now a pub and
Indian restaurant, operated by Pharmchem International
Ltd. Still no real ale. Formerly UPPER WELSH HARP
and omitted in error from N guide. (U109, U140, U153)
WEMBLEY (HA9), OLD POST OFFICE. Renamed
BEAR. (W221, U194)
SOUTH EAST
SE1, GEORGE INN, 77 Borough High St, -beers listed;
+Greene King: IPA, Old Speckled Hen; +George Inn
(4%) house beer. Now Greene King, ex-Whitbread via
Laurel. (SE17)

High Street
The Magpie & Crown 128
Brentford, Middx
Tel: 020 8560 4570

u Only 30 minutes train
journey from main line
Waterloo
u 4 ever-changing guest ales
u One traditional cider or
perry
u Foreign bottled beers
selection
u Food is back
Tues-Sat eves 6.30 - 10pm
Sat lunch 12 - 2pm
Sun 12.30 - 5.30pm

u Draught Budvar, Paulaner Münchener Lager, Stiegl Lager &
Bavarian Wheat Beer u Quiz Night Thursday
u Bar billiards u Cycle rack u 2007 Good Beer Guide
u Beers from Grand Union and Twickenham Breweries
u Hours of opening: Mon-Wed 11-12 midnight,
Thurs-Sat 11-1am, Sun 12-12 midnight
AT THE TIME OF THIS ADVERTISEMENT WE HAVE
Steve and the staff look forward
to seeing you soon
SERVED 1847 1879 DIFFERENT BEERS
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SE1, HOGS HEAD, 52 Stamford St. Renamed SLUG &
LETTUCE. Retains beers listed. Now Laurel, exWhitbread. (U150, U177)
SE6, TWO BREWERS, 78/80 Perry Hill. Renamed
PERRY HILL, -beers listed: +Adnams: Bitter; +Fuller:
London Pride. Now Enterprise, ex-S&N, styled a ‘Pub and
Dining’. Note full address. (SE69, U107)
SE9, PORCUPINE, -beers listed except Courage: Best
Bitter; +Shepherd Neame: Spitfire; +Wells: Bombardier.
(SE87, U107)
SE19, BLUEBOTTLE. Renamed WESTOW HOUSE
after refurbishment. Formerly WHITE SWAN. (SE182,
U165)
SE21, CROWN & GREYHOUND, -beers listed;
+Adnams: Regatta; +Fuller: London Pride; +Harvey:
Sussex Bitter; +Young: Bitter. (SE194, U151)
BEXLEYHEATH, EARL HAIG, -beers listed; +Fuller:
London Pride; + Wadworth: 6X. Real ale not always
available. (3SE212, U59, K33, U165)
BEXLEYHEATH, JOLLY MILLERS, 111 Maypole Rd
West, -beers listed; +Adnams: Broadside; +Fuller: London
Pride; +Thwaites: Lancaster Bomber. Now JJ Davies, exBass. (3SE212, K34)
CROYDON, ESCAPADE. Renamed SVELTE, still no
real ale. Formerly McCLUSKYS. (U131, U184)
SOUTH WEST
SW1(B), GRENADIER, -beers listed; +Fuller: London
Pride; + Taylor: Landlord; +Wells: Bombardier; +guest
beer from regional brewers. Now Spirit, ex-S&N.
(SW37)
SW1(W), LITTEN TREE, 17-19 Artillery Row. Renamed
SLUG & LETTUCE, -beers listed; +Caledonian:
Deuchars IPA; +Fuller: London Pride. Now Laurel, exSFI. (U138)
SW6, EIGHT BELLS, -beers listed; +Fuller: London
Pride; +2 beers from microbreweries (e.g. Hogs Back
TEA, Sharp’s Doom Bar). Now TW Guest Trust, exInntrepreneur. (SW66)
SW6, IMPERIAL. Reverted to IMPERIAL ARMS and
subtitled ‘HEGGIES II’, -beers listed (including Haggards
beers); +Caledonian: Deuchars IPA; +Fuller: London
Pride; +Shepherd Neame: Spitfire. Now Enterprise, exInntrepreneur via Unique, formerly leased to Haggards
who brewed for a time in SW8. (SW67, U144, U152)
SW6, JIM THOMPSONS (ORIENTAL BAR,
RESTAURANT & BAZAAR), -beers listed; +Greene
King: IPA; +Wadworth: 6X. Beers may vary. Now
Orchid, ex-Noble House, ex-Allied. (SW68)
SW11, ZONIST BAR. Renamed HALO, still no real ale.
Formerly HEDONIST CLUB, CIRCLE, GALANGGA
and FOUR CHIMNEYS. (SW88, U155, U157, U174,
U178)
SW14, CHARLIE BUTLER. Young’s pub rumoured to be
converted shortly to an Italian restaurant. (SW97)
SW19, WHITE HART, -Fuller: London Pride. Was
BODHRAN BARNEY’S for a while. (SW116, BM34,
U193, U196)
HAM (TW10), HAND & FLOWER. Renamed
LEGLESS FROG, -beers listed except Young: Bitter;
+Sharp: Doom Bar; +Twickenham: Crane Sundancer;
+Wells: Bombardier. (SW136, U171)
KINGSTON, KELLY ARMS, -beers listed; +Fuller: Gales

HSB; +Harvey: Sussex Bitter; +Taylor: Landlord;
+Twickenham: Naked Ladies. Beers may vary. Now
Enterprise, ex-Inntrepreneur via Unique and leased to the
same landlord as the Canbury Arms. (SW143, KT22)
RICHMOND(TW9), EDWARDS. Renamed BULL
(THE), still no real ale. (SW155)
SURBITON, HOGSHEAD. Renamed ELM TREE after
refurbishment, -beers listed; +Greene King: IPA, Abbot,
Old Speckled Hen, seasonal beer. (U131)
WEST
W4, CROWN & ANCHOR. Renamed SHACKOLOGY
on a temporary banner hung outside. Still no real ale.
(W87, U185, U195)
W5, HOGS HEAD. Renamed SLUG & LETTUCE.
Retains beer range as listed. (W96)
W6, HAMPSHIRE. Renamed GRAND RUBY after
refurbishment, +Caledonian: Deuchars IPA. Now a bar
and restaurant. (W102)
GREENFORD (UB6), BLACK HORSE, +guest beer
(e.g. Titanic, Adnams). (W139)
GREENFORD (UB6), RAILWAY TAVERN. Sold by
Spirit and now signed as a ‘Free House & Carvery’.
(W143)
UXBRIDGE (UB8), CROWN & SCEPTRE, -beers listed
except Courage: Directors. (W206)
UXBRIDGE (UB8), GENERAL ELIOTT, -beers listed
except Fuller: London Pride; +changing monthly guest
beer from Punch’s limited list (e.g. Brakspear, Greene
King). (W210)
UXBRIDGE (UB8), GRAND UNION. Renamed ST
JAMES’ AT COWLEY, still no real ale. In same
ownership as ST JAMES’ AT THE HORSE & GROOM
(see above). (W210)
CORRECTION TO UPDATE 191
NEW & PUBS CLOSED ETC
NW5, PRINCE OF WALES. Delete entry. Not a
members’ club but remains a pub with an intercom system
to vet customers before entry!
CORRECTION TO UPDATE 192
PUBS CLOSED ETC
E16, PEACOCK (ex-ESSEX ARMS), 92 Victoria Dock
Rd. Delete entry. Not demolished but confused with
PEACOCK, 115 Freemasons Rd, which was reported
demolished in U191. Sorry.
CORRECTION TO UPDATE 194
OTHER CHANGES ETC
N21, HALF MOON (now THREE WISHES). Although
the owner of the company was on the board of the
Wishing Well Group, the pub is not part of that group.
CORRECTIONS TO UPDATE 195
OTHER CHANGES ETC
EDGWARE (HA8), BLACKING BOTTLE (now THREE
WISHES). The U194 correction again applies.
W5, BELL. Should read: Renamed LODGE (THE).
CORRECTIONS TO UPDATE 196
NEW & REOPENED PUBS ETC
W1(S), FRIENDLY SOCIETY. Delete entry. Already in
U194.
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N4, GARDEN LARDER. Should read GARDEN
LADDER. Add: 2 guest beers.
NW1, BAR VINYL. Is in former café premises.
SE8, CENTURION. Should read: Reopened and renamed
….
W8, BRAMLEY. Is a Free House. Beers reported are
cask beers.
PUBS CLOSED ETC
WC1, 2 ANGELS BAR. Add: Formerly PETERS BAR.
Refs should read: (N28, U155, W16).
N7, ST GEORGES THEATRE BAR. Should read: …
modern extension to church.
N16, PRINCE OF WALES. Address is 1 Allen Rd.
CROYDON, SUN. Closed due to structural damage, and
not boarded up.
OTHER CHANGES ETC
SE5, JACK BEARDS. Add: -beers listed.
KENTON, GREYHOUND. Should read KESTON.

Advertise in the next
LONDON DRINKER
Our advertising rates are as follows:
Whole page £260 (colour), £220 (mono)
Half page £150 (colour), £110 (mono),
Quarter page £80 (colour), £55 (mono)
Phone Peter Tonge now on 020 8300 7693

Young’s selection of Real Ales
Young’s Award Winning Garden
CAMRA Good Beer Guide listed
Friendly Clientele l Light Snacks
Bus 320 from Bromley North and Bromley South
railway stations stops outside
Hours: Lunchtime: Mon-Thu 12noon-3pm
Evenings: Mon 5-11pm, Tues-Thurs 5.30-11pm
Fri & Sat 12noon-11.30pm; Sun 12noon-11pm
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Comptons 1st
beer festival
omptons, in a prominent position on Old
Compton Street, has been a landmark on the
Soho gay scene for more than twenty years.
Along with most other gay pubs around London,
it was originally owned by Bass. Real ale was not
its top priority and the handpumps were
removed probably in the early nineties.
The current manager, Neil Hodgson, has been
at the helm for nine years now and the changes of
the nineties have been reversed. The pub is as
traditional as any in Soho, so much so that other
pubs in the now Coors stable have pinched the
successful ideas!
Real ale has made a come back. A single
handpump was installed about three years ago
and the response was overwhelming. A second
handpump followed and London Pride is now the
main beer, along with a guest ale from the Coors
list. Neil was rewarded for his determination by
Cask Marque accreditation.
It was good news to hear that a week long
beer festival was being arranged at the pub from
29 July to 4 August. The idea was to serve one
new beer each day alongside the London Pride.
These were Wychwood: Wychcraft; Wyre
Piddle: Piddle on the Pump; Bateman: Summer
Swallow; Smiles: Maiden Leg Over; Adnams:
Explorer; Harviestoun: Bitter & Twisted and
Theakston: Old Peculier, all taken from the
Waverley TBS guest list.
For the cider drinkers, four bottled ciders
were also available. There were also draught and
bottled lagers from around the world. If you
drank from 10 different countries, you won a
Comptons branded key ring. A yard of ale
contest was held each evening and the fastest
time for the whole week was 13 seconds. Sounds
impressive, but due to the current ‘responsible
drinking’ campaign, only one pint of London
Pride was allowed in the yard!
The week ended with a Village Fete featuring
a cake stall, ploughman’s lunches and sausage
tasting. A fantastic way to round off a week that
saw a significant increase in takings with possibly
many enjoying real ale for the first time. The
enthusiasm continues with participation in a
Coors-wide cider festival and a repeat of the beer
festival next February. The recent festival
succeeded in brightening up a rather dull
summer; the next one, I hope, will help to
brighten up a cold winter!
John Adams

C

London for free:

more pounds to spend on beer

London N1: Pub Heaven
e all have favorite pubs, perhaps our local, that
W
which we call home, but London N1 boasts a
plethora of pubs that many of us could switch to as
our local, if only they were just around the corner.
This article will take you from market to market,
then to buy some good beers, and then to ‘get
religion’. Some pubs will be discussed in more detail,
but the others listed are certainly worth your
consideration.
Begin at Angel Tube station, proceeding to the
Chapel Market (off Liverpool Road, Islington N1;
closed Monday; open Tuesday to Saturday, 9-3.30;
Sunday, 9-1pm). Best on weekends, this street
market sells a variety of things including fruit and
vegetables, household goods and inexpensive
clothing. I also saw bedding and linens, CDs,
jewelry, and souvenirs for sale. Whether you are
browsing or buying, remember that this is the start
of a long market, punctuated with good pubs along
the way.
On your way to pub heaven, browse and/or buy
at one of London’s most famous markets, Camden
Passage, which according to the website
www.camdenpassageislington.co.uk has 300 dealers.
‘From Islington High Street, Camden Passage
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becomes a pedestrianised thoroughfare, dating back
to the 18th century, ending with the Georgian
Village containing a market and three floor of shops
at Islington Green’. The best days to visit are
Wednesday and Saturday from 10am to 2pm,
although some shops and stalls may be open on other
days. www.streetsensation.co.uk/markets.htm claims
that antiques dealers are active on Thursday. These
dealers and shop owners are knowledgeable about
their wares, so few real bargains will be found;
however, part of the thrill is in the hunt, so have fun
looking.
A short walk away lies the Duke of Cambridge
(30 St. Peter’s Street, Islington N1; 020-7359
3066), known for its organic beers from such
breweries as Pitfield; on draught at the time of my
visit was Pitfield EKG, expensive for a half pint..
The ‘no frills’ pub has unfinished wood floors and
tables and lots of windows; as it’s on a corner, it gets
lots of natural light. In the same neighbourhood, you
could alternatively visit the Island Queen (87 Noel
Road, N1; 020-7704 7631), listed in the CAMRA
London Regional Inventory. It ‘retains some
impressive etched and cut glass..... Tragically, most
of the original window glass has been lost to clear
replacements’. It has a good range of beers such as
Deuchars IPA and Fuller’s London Pride. Nearby is

London for free
the Narrow Boat (119 St. Peter’s Street, N1; 0207288 0572), refurbished in a light, airy manner to
include views of Regent’s Canal, by which it is sited.
Harvey’s Best and Adnams were available on my
visit.
However, a brief walk from the Narrow Boat is
that pub known to serious beer drinkers, the
Wenlock Arms (26 Wenlock Road, N1; 020 7608
3406; nearest Tube stations are Old Street, exit 1 or
Angel; www.wenlock-arms.co.uk) If walking from the
Narrow Boat, continue on St. Peter’s Street, which
becomes Wharf Road. Take a left on Micawber
Street, left on Wenlock Road to this pub of pubs.
You’ll be taken back in time when you enter. The
small pub has little visually to recommend it, but the
thrill of the selection of beers is what motivates beer
lovers to find and make the Wenlock their
destination. Landlords Will and Steve have won
many awards for their pub, and rightfully so. A
changing array of beers to choose from lures punters
from far and wide. One of my favourite visits
featured a comedy skit, completely unrehearsed and
spontaneous, between the barmaid and one of the
customers; the repartee was hilarious. I have also
enjoyed
the
Sunday
afternoon
musical
entertainment upon occasion, but visit the web site
to see what’s going on at the Wenlock. There’s

THE SPEAKER
A real pub in the heart of London - no music,
screens or fruit machines, but we do
have atmosphere
4 real ales always available
Youngs Bitter, Shepherd Neame Spitfire and
two guest beers from a portfolio of over 200
FORTHCOMING BEER FESTIVALS
Autumn Ales Week
starting 21st October (Autumn ales and porters).
Watch out for my guest ale for Halloween,
Guy Fawkes and Remembrance Sunday.
November Beer Festival
starting 12th November. Sussex beers from
Arundel and Dark Star breweries.
Hot and cold snacks plus sandwiches always available
- ALL HOME MADE

More info: www.pleisure.com
Opening hours: Monday - Friday: noon - 11.00pm
Closed Saturdays, Sunday noon - 4.00pm except
Remembrance Sunday noon - 6.00pm
Bank holiday weekends closed

The Speaker, 46 Great Peter Street, Victoria
London SW1P 2NA Tel: 020 7222 1749

A genuine Free House featuring a
selection of the very best in Cask
Ales, Traditional Cider and Perry

l Mild always available
l Liefmans Kriek on draught
l Wide selection of continental bottled beer
including Duvel and Chimay
l Function room free to CAMRA members
l Thursday night is Quiz Night
l Jazz piano Sunday afternoons
l Jazz/Blues every Friday and
Saturday evening
l Open daily from midday

CAMRA
NORTH LONDON
PUB OF THE YEAR
1995, 1996,
THE MILLENNIUM 2000
AND 2004

26 Wenlock Road
London N1
020 7608 3406
Nearest Tube stations are Old Street (exit 1)
and Angel. Wenlock Road is off City Road
via Windsor Terrace
http://www.wenlock-arms.co.uk/
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A genuine traditional family pub
situated in a quiet side road, yet just
100 yards from the Grand Union
Canal and Hanwell flight of locks.
Idyllic cycle and rambling routes.
Timothy Taylor’s Landlord always
alongside Black Sheep Best Bitter
and London Pride.
10 minutes from Hanwell BR station.
Tube - Boston Manor.

In celebration of winning CAMRA’s
West Middlesex Pub of the Year 2007,
the Fox is having a

OCTOBER MINI BEER FESTIVAL
FRIDAY 26th - SUNDAY 28th OCTOBER
Up to 14 real ales constantly rotating.
Live music Saturday night.
Food at all times.
u Ever changing guest beers - recently
Sharp’s Doombar, Twickenham Ales
Naked Lady and Archers Balmy Night
u Food served daily Mon to Sun 12 - 3pm
Tues - Sat 6 - 9.30pm
u Contained Pub Garden
u Quiz Night Thursdays

Green Lane, Old Hanwell, London W7 Tel: 020 8567 3912
Open 11am - 11pm Monday - Saturday, 12am - 10.30pm Sunday
www.thefoxpub.co.uk
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London for free:

more pounds to spend on beer

always something new, whether cricket, music, or
another fabulous array of beer.
The four pubs listed above can satisfy any
discerning beer drinker’s taste, so choose wisely.
Each pub is one-of-a-kind, and each is to the
customer’s preference. If you are still ready for
more adventures after your pub(s) visit, try the
following. Within a short walking distance from the
Wenlock, John Wesley’s Chapel and grave are
nearby and free; his house and the Museum of
Methodism have an entrance fee (49 City Road,
EC1; 020-7253 2262; opening hours-MondaySaturday, 1-4pm; Sunday, 12.30-2pm; closed
Thursday from 12.45 to 1.30 for service in chapel).
Across the street from the Wesley house and chapel
is the famous Nonconformist cemetery, Bunhill
Fields Cemetery (City Road, EC1), burial place of
such famous people as Isaac Watts, the Wesley
brothers’ mother, Susannah, authors Daniel Defoe,
John Bunyan, and William Blake, in addition to
members of the Cromwell family. Designated as a
cemetery after the Great Plague of 1665 but
apparently never consecrated, the grounds became
the last resting place of Nonconformists, those who

refused to use the Church of England prayer book.
Controversy rages about the actual burial spot of
Blake, and his tombstone reads ‘Near by lie the
remains of the poet-painter William Blake’. All in
all, the grounds are peaceful and well-maintained, a
quiet place to relax and enjoy nature as well as think
about the lives of the people buried there. The poet
John Milton lived close by in Bunhill Row from 1662
to 1672, writing his epic poem Paradise Lost here.
With so many famous people associated with the
area, this is a fitting place to end your journey to ‘pub
heaven’.
© 2006 Judith Black
(A walk through Islington from Angel to Old Street is
among the London Pub Walks published in February
2006 by CAMRA Books @ £8.99 and reviewed in the
April/May 2006 issue of this magazine. All of the
pubs in the area are described in A Guide to Real Ale
in N1 published by CAMRA N London branch in
March 2005 @ £1.50 and available from the Wenlock
Arms, the Calthorpe Arms WC1 or via
www.camra.org.uk - Ed.)

Advertise in the next LONDON DRINKER
Our advertising rates are as follows:
Whole page £260 (colour), £220 (mono), Half page £150 (colour), £110 (mono), Quarter page £80 (colour), £55 (mono)
Phone Peter Tonge now on 020 8300 7693
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SW London CAMRA cricket
By the time you read this, we’ll know
Ihisnvincibles?
whether Tom Carter has achieved what none of
predecessors as captain has and led his team to
an unprecedented unbeaten summer. At the time
of writing the scorebook reads sixteen wins out of
sixteen, but with three matches to go against some
tough opponents the achievement is by no means a
foregone conclusion.
The SW London CAMRA cricket ethos has
long been from the ‘beards and woolly jumpers
optional’ wing of the campaign and we aim not
only to celebrate the inclusivity of CAMRA but
also to be part of the local community. The core
of the side is made up of real ale stalwarts, of
course, but our squad members hail from all
corners of the cricketing globe. Of course there is
always a drop or two of the real stuff for
refreshment at all our home games on the fine
pitches at Nursery Road, South Wimbledon.
With a run of results like these it’s not
surprising that many players have turned in
personal best performances with both bat and ball
this year. The real difference though has been in

the fielding, with wicketkeeper Scott Braggins
leading some vigorous pre-match warm-ups and
the entire side taking a lead from the superhuman
fieldsmanship of all-rounder Shaun Lombard who
also, despite not having made a century, is
averaging 135 with the bat! We do promise to tell
him the next time he’s on 99, though!
New players are always welcome and preseason practice starts in March. Some of us
old’uns don’t mind a rest every now and again after
all! Except, it seems, veteran pace man Franklyn
Richards, who still finds time to produce excellent
teas and be the pick of the bowlers, with 22
wickets at an average of just 8! Although with
fellow quickie Julhash Khan and the wily Tom
Brain breathing down his neck it’s going to be an
exciting finish to the season!
So if you fancy a game or maybe just want to
watch an afternoon’s cricket with a beer in the
sunshine, we’d love to see you. Roll on next
summer!
Over and out!
Paul Watkins

CAMRA member is SIBA’s first chief executive
IBA, the Society of Independent Brewers, has
S
appointed as its first chief executive CAMRA
member Julian Grocock, former managing director
of East Midlands pub group Tynemill which also

52

owns the Castle Rock Brewery in Nottingham. Mr
Grocock took up his new post on 20 August
determined to reinforce SIBA's position as the
professional voice of quality brewing.
He said: “I have a passion for British beer and I'm
dedicated to its survival and to the prosperity of its
individual champions. Now is the time for SIBA to
demonstrate that it speaks for the independent
brewing sector with a powerful voice and to show
that it has a coherent and cohesive plan for the
development of the beer industry.
“SIBA is an integral part of the burgeoning
movement for good food and local produce and its
members offer affordable quality for all drinkers,
especially with its Direct Delivery Scheme that gives
local brewers the opportunity to send their beers
direct to pubs owned by multiple chains and to
supermarkets.”
Mr Grocock, 53, began his working life as a
history teacher at Tuxford, Nottinghamshire, and
became a director of Tynemill in 1985. He was
operations director from 1996 before being
promoted to MD in 2002. He took voluntary
redundancy during a reorganisation last year.
He joined CAMRA in 1976 and was an active
member of the Lincoln branch, including stints as
social secretary and secretary, and later of the
Loughborough branch.

Beers in China
CAMRA’s China contact for 4 years from
Isowas
1998 to 2002. I regularly visit my family there,
try to keep up to date with what’s going on.
There are, or were, many micros in Greater
China set up with the help of Peter Austin. I
visited two in particular; Duck and Dark in Beijing
opposite the Kempinski Hotel and one in the
Ramada Hotel in Guangzhou. Both had light and
dark beers of lower strength than we are used to,
and the dark was quite sweet. It’s more than likely
though that the Duck and Dark has gone by way of
the bulldozer. Another micro just off Jianguomen
Avenue opened and closed within a year. Also in
the Kempinski there was a Paulaner Brauhaus
which brewed Pilsener. Both Qingdao and the
largest volume brewer, Yanjing, brew sweet stouts
around 4.5% to 5%.
In my time in Beijing we also had a bottled dark

beer from Hong Kong called Dragons Back. The
producer of this beer, South China Brewing
Company closed but was taken over by Hong Kong
SAR Brewing Co. (see link to list of beers
www.ratebeer.com/brewers/brewer_name/2953/).
The brewery has a number of outlets in Hong
Kong, my favourite being Inn Side Out/East End
Brewery in Causeway Bay. You can find a full list
at www.elgrande.hk.com. The owning company also
runs Belgo East and you can get Fuller’s, Deuchars
and other UK beers at all the beer-led outlets.
Agreed there are a lot of US beers, but you can
get Brooklyn in Hong Kong and, for other
European beers, if you get over to Macao at least
you can drink Super Bock.
Ganbei!
Douglas Scott

AVAILABLE
NOW!
The longest established, highly
respected guide to the best beer and
pubs in the UK celebrates its 35th
edition with over 4,500 pubs listed.
The Good Beer Guide is your comprehensive guide to
the nation’s best pubs: from sophisticated city bars to
cosy country inns, there is a pub for everyone in this
indispensible book. The pubs are all regularly
surveyed by CAMRA members so you can rely on
this being the most up-to-date and well vetted of all
pub guides. Discover the best pubs to visit in towns,
cities and the countryside throughout the UK.
For each of the 4,500 pub entries you will find full details
of real ale served, as well as details about food,
entertainment, family facilities, history and architecture.
The guide also contains a unique expanded Breweries
Section which lists every brewery that produces cask
beer in the UK.

Available now from good bookshops or direct from www.camra.org.uk
or 01727 867201 from £10 (member’s price)
54

Idle Moments
THE ANSWERS
As promised, here are the solutions to the puzzles
set in the August Idle Moments column.
NUMBER PUZZLES:
1. 4 English Counties have Borders with Wales
2. 13 Witches in a Coven
3. 6 is the Number of Beethoven's Pastoral
Symphony
4. 26 Cantons in Switzerland
5. 60 Old Pence in a Crown
6. 3 Choirs Festival (Held at Gloucester,
Hereford or Worcester Cathedral)
7. 8 Stones in a Hundredweight
8. 32 Capsules on the London Eye
9. 5 Fluid Ounces in a Gill
10. 24 Canterbury Tales by Geoffrey Chaucer
BREWERY ANAGRAMS:
1. GO GRAY, LES
GARGOYLES
2. AXES TOMB
BOX STEAM
3. WARM SHEET
WESTERHAM
4. SORTED
DORSET
5. ALL LEADEN
ALLENDALE
6. AH! MOTH ON PAM'S BRA
ABRAHAM THOMPSON
7. ALL CHIVE TYNE
ITCHEN VALLEY
8. I BAR COMMENT
COMBE MARTIN
9. SLOW REF
FOWLERS
10. CHER'S POTTER
PORTCHESTER
5BY4 (County Brews):
1. Driftwood - Cornwall
2. Butts - Berkshire
3. Goldfinch - Dorset
4. Hill Island - Durham
5. Beartown - Cheshire
6. Potton - Bedfordshire
7. Donnington - Gloucestershire
8. Scattor Rock - Devon
9. Yates - Cumbria
10. Mighty Oak - Essex
GENERAL KNOWLEDGE:
1. The German word “hakenkreuz” means the
swastika.
2. In Australia, a jackaroo is a novice on a sheep or

cattle station.
3. The name given to the followers of John Wyclif
was Lollards.
4. What is the proper name for the “Law Courts”
in The Strand is The Royal Courts of Justice.
5. The Order of Leopold was founded by King
Leopold II in Belgium
6. In nautical terms a spanker is a sail (a fore and
aft sail set on the after side of the mizzen
mast).
7. In this year's promenade concerts, the
symphony being performed twice was
Beethoven's Ninth Symphony (the Choral).
8. And while we are talking about proper music,
the Trout Quintet was written in 1819 by
Franz Schubert.
9. And before we leave music altogether, the
correct term for a player of the lute is a
lutenist.
10. Lysergic acid diethylamide is a powerful
hallucinogenic drug (commonly known as
LSD).

Letters and articles for publication
in London Drinker may now be submitted
online at
www.londondrinker.org.uk

TheSt Margarets,
AilsaTwickenham
Tavern
l Innovative new chef with new daily
lunchtime and evening menu
l 3 fantastic beers always available:
London Pride, Black Sheep and
Timothy Taylor’s Landlord
l Contained pub garden
l Quiz Nights Thursday
15 minutes walk from St Margarets
station; H37 bus stops just outside;
5 mins walk from Twickenham Lock on
the Thames; 20 mins walk from
Richmond station, District Line; 10 mins
walk to Twickenham Rugby Stadium.

263 St Margarets Road, St Margarets,
Twickenham, Middx TW1 1NJ
Tel: 020 8892 1633
Open 11am - 11pm Monday to Saturday,
12 noon - 10.30pm Sunday
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Idle Moments
A fanatic is one who can't change his mind and
won't change the subject. (Sir Winston Churchill)
So here we are again; Autumn is rushing in and
Twickenham and Cider Beer Festival is just round
the corner (unless you're reading this after it's all
over). So as I have loads to do before it can happen,
let's get straight on with the number puzzles:
1. 6 E in H a D
2. 3 UP is an A
3. 21 is AN for P or B-J
4. 100 F in a C
5. 1 SR is the A of G and H
6. 88 FPS is SMPH
7. 16 FO in an AP of B
8. 9 SS by O in T
9. 432 P in a H
10. 4 M of the Y are TDL
One day I shall think up something else to replace
the brewery anagrams, but not right now - I'm too
knackered. So here are some more of the little
rascals:
1. SOLD FOXIER SHARE
2. RANDY BACKS
3. TWIN CHEERS
4. TORN FETTERS
5. BUCK RYAN - CLOT
6. DI CARES
7. STINK GONE
8. TAKE STOLEN CROWS
9. REALLY WAVE
10. HOT RAW DOWN
As it was so popular last time (Nobody
complained) I thought I would call 5BY4 “County
Brews Again.” All you have to do is match the
breweries in the first list with the counties in which
they stand. Some are dead easy, others hopefully
less so:
1. Goddards
A. Lincolnshire
2. Goachers
B. Leicestershire
3. Wapping
C. Herefordshire
4. Triple fff
D. Greater Manchester
5. Green Tye
E. Merseyside
6. Hoskins
F. Hampshire
7. Three Rivers
G. Hertfordshire
8. Spinning Dog
H. Lancashire
9. Moorhouses
I. Kent
10. Newby Wyke
J. Isle of Wight
And to finish of with see if you can answer these
questions (I suddenly realise that I really don't care
if they are trivia or general knowledge)
1. Dermatoglyphics is the study of - what?
2. Ernst Schmied was the third to do it (on 23rd
May 1956). Who were the first two and what
did he do?
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3. Where was Martin Luther King when he
delivered his “I have a dream” speech on 28th
August 1968?
4. We all know that Neil Armstrong was the first
man to walk on the Moon but who was the
last?
5. And while we are at it, who was the THIRD
man on the Moon?
6. What navigable waterway is owned by the
National Trust?
7. The tallest free standing structure in the UK
(at 1084 feet, 330.5 metres) is a television
transmission tower. Where is it?
8. In fact of the 18 structures in the UK over 250
metres high, only one (No. 15 on the list at
850 feet, 259 metres) is not a communications
tower or mast. What is it?
9. The crumhorn is a precursor to what modern
orchestral instrument?
10. Likewise, what instrument did the sackbut
evolve into?
Well that's it for another issue. Next time we shall
be in the run up to Christmas (How time flies
when you're enjoying yourself!)
Don't forget Twickenham Beer and Cider Festival.
Andy Pirson

The Cricketers
47 Shirley Road,
Croydon
CR0 7ER
020 8655 3507
Croydon & Sutton CAMRA
Pub of the Year 2007

A family run pub with
a friendly atmosphere

Harveys ale on permanently
4 rotating ales from micro-breweries
Home cooked food available midday
to evenings

FORTHCOMING FIXTURES
Quiz Night every Tuesday
Celebrate Bonfire (5th November)
with ‘Meet the Brewers Night’
from the 1648 Brewery

Crossword
Compiled by DAVE QUINTON

£20 PRIZE TO BE WON

ACROSS
1.
4.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.
13.
16.
18.
20.
21.
22.
23.

It's up for approval. [5]
Healthy food popular with old warrior.[7]
Bothering to combine two symbols. [9]
Bring back the cat as a test. [3]
It'll cause a row. [3]
Parts from priest, having battles. [9]
Refuse right to sleep around. [5]
Can the girl be a consideration? [5]
Supplying on these terms. [9]
He's mad to knock over a barrel. [3]
Take in and back up Scots as well. [3]
I lock up in a way. Positive? [9]
Odd character in the finish is shut up. [7]
Fear of study after degree. [5]

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Bill and Otto, in extremis, are forbidden. [5]
Suffer on the tube? [7]
Safe bet livers are shot here? [4,9]
Left Paris drunk: go round and round. [6]
Beer reported for being likely to break the law.
[5,8]
Stupid ring for a young trumpeter. [5]
With it you'll drink keg. [2,5]
Take out round pier head and drop off. [7]
Dawn of student organisation? [7]
I, while in bed, turned on to one side. [6]
It's hung up, but not to dry. [5]
It's the fashion for nurse to embrace doctor
finally. [5]

DOWN

Name .......................................................................
Address.....................................................................
.................................................................................
.................................................................................
All correct entries received by first post on 21st
November will be entered into a draw for the prize.
Prize winner will be announced in the February
London Drinker.
The solution will be given in the December edition.
All entries to be submitted to:
London Drinker Crossword
25 Valens House
Upper Tulse Hill
London SW2 2RX
SOLUTION TO AUGUST’S CROSSWORD
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6.
7.
12.
14.
15.
17.
19.

Winner of the prize for the June Crossword:
Ian Whiteman, London SW15
Other correct entries were received from:
The A Team, Julie Ackroyd, Ted Alleway, Pat Andrews,
Mark Antony, Arbuthnot, Geoff B, Cary Behan, Tarnya
Bennett, Steve Block, C.Blundell, J.Blundell, Mark
Broadhead, Eddie Carr, The Hopeless Caseys, Chris Fran
& a spotted dog, Brian Collins, Chas Creasey, Kevin
Creighton, Paul Curson, Mrs R.Dalton, Kevin Deadman,
John Dodd, Richard & Clever Clogs Douthwaite, Chris
Ellis, Kathryn Everett, Brian Exford, Arthur Fox Ache,
Dudley Freeman, Anthony Gdula & Jess the border collie,
Marion Goodall, Eddie Gray, Paul Gray, J.E.Green, Alan
Greer, Stuart Guthrie & Eve O'Miartis, Stuart Guthrie &
Amin Anarrin, Jez Haigh, Peter Haines, John Heath, Kevin
Henriques, Graham Hill, William Hill, David Hughes,
Claire Jenkins, Gan Jenkins, David Jiggens, Mike Joyce,
P.Kerrigan, Mrs I.Kiddy, Marjorie & Gerald Lopatis,
Donald MacAuley, K.I.May,
M.J.Moran, John Nevitt, Ann Nunn,
Mark Pilkington, Rod Prince,
Richard Rogers, Lesley Smith, Ken
Taylor, Thamesmeado, Stuart Trout,
Tony & Ann Watkins, Martin
Weedon, Elizabeth Whale, John
Wilkinson, Sue Wilson, Jim Witham,
Jon Witts, David Woodward, Peter
Wright.
There were two incorrect entries.

