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Visit the 1999 St. Albans
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FOREIGN BEERx‘m)CIDER- % PERRIES @ ENTERTAINMENT

[ ALBAN

ARBENA

CIVIC CENTRE, ST. PETER’S STREET, ST. ALBANS

29 SEPTEMBER - 2 OCTOBER

No one under the age of 18 can be admitted to the Festival
OPENING TIMES: ADMISSION PRICES:

Wed. 29 September 5-10.30pm Wednesday (Evening) Free Entry
Thurs. 30 September 11am-3pm & 5-10.30pm Thursday (Lunch) £1.50 (Evening) £2.50
Fri. 1 October 11am-3pm & 5-10.30pm Friday (Lunch) £1.50 (Evening) £2.50
Sat. 2 October 11am - 10.30pm Saturday (All day) £3.00

CAMRA MEMBERS £1.50 REDUCTION ON ALL SESSIONS AND £2 REDUCTION SATURDAY
+, VICKET HOTLINE: 01727 852258 E-MAIL: REALALES@YAHOO.COM

& "
Managed by St Albans Leisure Limited on behalf of the City & District of St. Albans W
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Editorial

( : iven the opportunity this month to write the editorial I would like to cover a number
of perhaps unrelated subjects in the following paragraphs.

I noticed with some degree of interest the
bidding battle for a chunk of Allicd Domecq’s
estate.

So the mighty Whitbread failed to grab the slice
of Allied’s cake. Is it really a shame they were
beaten to the Punch (pun intended)? Whitbread,
our foe, friend, foe depending on which side of the
bed the Campaign high and mighty got out of bed,
have an appalling track record of hostile
intentions.

But, will Punch be any better? How long will it
take for Punch to sell on to a competitor of
Whitbread, like say Bass - their backer in this bid.
Will choice actually be served? Probably not. Is
Punch the next Nomura? Time will be the judge
ol that and I hope to cat humble pic. I fearit’s
[Tavour will not be touching my lips, but fizz will
be an option.

The choice of guest beers can be amazing in
some pubs, but offering too many at a time is
counter productive. A reduced number of guests
can be sold within a respectable amount of time
without looking to sell on o the local fish and chip
shop. The big multiples will continue to push for
quantity ol cask sales rather than quality forgetting
CAMRA's initial aim to promote a quality
product.

Volume equals turnover in the short run, which
means a quick profit. Surely greater profits could
be obtained by selling high quality beer over stale
as the customers will come back for more.
However these customers will drink wine, spirits,
nitrokeg, dead beer and alco-pops instead. No loss
ol volume, no loss of profit, just CAMRA's loss.

What are we doing as a campaign (o address
this? Ask your regional director now!

Talking of Bass, it was really only a matter of
time before a major conglomerate offered a
loyalty scheme. Cheek points buy beer get loyalty
poits. Subtly this will dissuade customers from
complaming about poor quality and recetving

BBack numbers of most editions of London
Drinker are available from:
S. Tompkins
122 Manor Way
Uxbridge
Middlesex UB8 2BH
Price 50p each incl. p & p.

value for money because you could get something,
for nothing. Remember the film Wall Street and
the quote “T'here’s no such thing as a free lunch.”

Another year, another [estival. What have we
really achieved? A few new members. How many
drop out next year? Did we make a profit? Did we
meet targets? What were the targets?

I we are to energise the London branch
members o work at the festival, providing back
up across the board, surely we should target these
people and tell them what we hope to achieve. My
own experience was to receive the obligatory
stalling form in What's Brewing. We are a
campaign and as such we must become more
proactive, we should not wait for members to
come forward, but follow up on lapsed help and
address the reasons why they have reduced their
commitment. No one has ever asked me why [
ceased o work the take down sessions.

My personal experience of the festival is
positive, purely because ol the team I work with.
The atmosphere means that we now have more
people than we are usually permitted wanting to
join the team, but this drains resources (rom
clsewhere. I would urge you all to consider
working there next year whenever you can. For
cvery rocket there is potentially a star.

Come and shine with us next ycear.

Richard Miller
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¥4 Sat 25 Sept

featuring o
on draught: “ Sun 26 Sept
Schumacher Altbier, Uerige Altbier, Friih

Kolsch, Schneider-Weisse, Schlenkerla

Rauchbier, St Georgenbrau and various
Dunkels

plus a selection of bottled beers including:
Erdinger-Weisse, Augustiner Dunkel, Friih
Kolsch, Schlenkerla Rauchbier & Weizen,
Schumacher, Uerige, Schneider-Weisse

German Food & Drinking Songs
(Leder Hosen optional)

CAMRA SW London Pub of the Year

Priory Arms

a genuine free house

83 Lansdowne Way, Stockwell, SW8
(5 minutes Stockwell Tube) Tel 0171622 1884
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Brewery News

FULLER’S CONTINUESTO BUCKTRENDS

t the company’s AGM on 22 July Anthony Fuller, chairman of Fuller Smith &
Turner PLC, reported since April this year a like for like increase of 2.6 % in
Fuller’s Managed Inns turnover, a 5% increase in own beer volumes, a like for like
increase of 7% within the Wine Company’s retail sector and wholesale wine sales up

28%.

Fuller’s continues its significant investment
programme; since the beginning of the linancial
year in April, five new outlets have been opened
and four refurbished. Four additional outlets are
promised by December and other substantial
developments await planning permission.

Of the new outlets, an encouraging start was
reported for the *Fine Line™, Clapham, and
continuing good performance for the
‘Broadwalks™ in Reading, Port Solent and
Slough.

Fuller’s has opened two further bars: “Vesbar’
in Shepherds Bush and *One of Two” in the City
of London on the corner of Old Broad Street and
London Wall, a bar/restaurant operating on three
floors. Two more “Fine Lines will be opening in
the City in the next few months and another bar

operation in Balham, “Bar Interlude™ in October.
An Ale & Pie pub, “The Butcher’s Hook and
Cleaver™ is scheduled to open in West Smithfield
in November.

Fuller’s will be launching another London
Pride advertising campaign in October to
maximise on the Rugby World Cup activity.

I'rom a Fuller's Press Release

(Editor’s note. luller’s are sensibly carelul
not to describe their new “Fine Line’
establishments as pubs or even bars, but what
should they call them? In the preliminary results
press release reproduced in July’s London
Drinker, they are “retail concepts™. Now they are
merely classed as ‘outlets’™.

Can readers suggest more appropriate
expressions?)

* Kk Kk Kk Kk
SWEET DAY FOR BITTER EXPERT

he man who puts the characteristic hop bitterness into Young’s beers has joined an
exclusive band of 24 present or retired employees who have served for at least 35 years

at the Wandsworth brewery.

Michael Lewis, 56, foreman in charge of the
brewery coppers, joined Young's in 1964, became
an under-foreman in 1967 and foreman in 1976.

His daughter Tina, who has worked in Young’s
wines and spirits department for the past 14 years,
and his wile, Pauline joined colleagues, retired
colleagues and brewery directors for his
presentation by chairman John Young with an
engraved 35 Club silver tankard. The whole party
then went on a coach trip to Young's pubs in
Merton, Sutton and the Surrey countryside, ending
up at the Chequers at Walton-on-the-Hill, where
Mick was treated to a slap-up lunch.

Views expressed in this publication are those
of their individual authors and are not
necessarily endorsed by the Editorial Team or
the Campaign for Real Ale Limited.

The picture
shows
Michael
Lewis, with
his silver

tankard,
taking a well
carned rest on
a beer cask,
Jlanked by
deputy
chairman
James Youny,
and danghier
Lina

From a Youne s Nevws Neleae



CAMRA GOLD MEDAL
FORYOUNG’S BOTTLED
REALALE

xpert tasters at the Great British

Beer Festival this year voted Young’s
Special London Ale as the top bottle-
conditioned beer in the annual Champion
Beer of Britain awards.

Special London Ale contains 6.4% alcohol
by volume. With its natural yeast sediment, it
needs carcelul pouring. According to head
brewer Ken Don, it is brewed with a
phenomenal amount of Fuggles and Goldings
hops and has a powerful, bitter (lTavour.

It is available in more than 3000
supermarkets and off-licences throughout the
country as well as Young's 182 pubs in the
home counties. Latest outlets include First
Quench, Safeway and Somerficld, which have
joined Tesco, Sainsbury, Oddbins, Unwins,
Waitrose dlld Asda in xlod\mg it

John Young, chairman of Young's Brewery,
celebrates with a bottle of Special London Ale in
front of the Young’s stand at the Great British Beer
Festival at Olympia

Special London Bitter is sold in 500ml
bottles as a special Millennium edition, with a
new label showing the Millennium Dome on
the London skyline.

Launched as Export Bitter in the 1960s,
speciflically for the Continental market, Special
London Ale has won three gold medals from
the British Bottlers™ Institute, in 1982, 1990
and 1993.

From a Young's News Release

Brewery News

WETHERSPOONS WEBSITE

he JD Wetherspoon pub chain has

launched its own website, http:/
www.jdwetherspoon.co.uk giving regularly
updated information on all aspects of the
company including new openings, recruitment
and national and regional promotions.

The website also has a pub directory which lists
cach ol the company’s pubs by region, giving the
pub’s address, the name of the manager, telephone
number, date of opening and amenities on offer.

Anyone acceessing the site can also keep up with
(he latest news stories direet from Wetherspoons, as
well as articles from across the media.

On the financial side, the website gives
information on how to invest in the company. Its
updated share price is shown through a link with
financial website Electronic Share Information (EST).

Wetherspoon head of I'T David Capstick said,
“The website has been designed to appeal to a wide
range of people. With the company growing all
the time, it is important that information about
Wetherspoon is aceessible to as many people as
possible. They can also tell us what they think
about us by ¢ mailing Wetherspoon.”

From a JD Wetherspoon News Release

Mome Delivery
of

@@ Grerman
Beers

20 half litre bottles
) - for £38 inclusive

Try 20 half litre bottles of your choice
from our vast range - Pilsner lager,
Weisse, Dunkel, Helles,
smoked beers efc.

Delivery normally within 3 days
- anywhere in the UK.
Amongst our favourites - Spaten,
Augustiner, Hofmark, Tegernsee,
Hdvels and Schwaben Brau.

Phone for further. details

0161 256 1396

or write to: ALLE BIERE CO.,
PO Box 31, Manchester M14 6FR




Campaigning

REAL ALE FIGHTING FUND

ver the past five years, the sales of real ale have fallen by 38%, from 6.1 million
barrels in 1994 to 3.8 million barrels in 1998. The reason for this slump is usually given
as the hot summer of 1995, which resulted in variable real ale quality and gave nitrokeg

its break.

However, while the hot weather had some

clfect, the big change in 1995 was the success off

Calfreys - a new style keg beer launched by
Bass. CAMRA dubbed such beers nitrokeg,
because they are keg and are dispensed using
nitrogen. Draught Guinness was the first ever
nitrokeg. Such beers are frothy and take time (o
settle - which tends to mean short measure on
every pint. In fact, breweries recommend
serving more than 100% from cach container,
which can only be achiceved by serving less than
{full measure. The inevitable
increase in profits is undoubtedly the
main reason why nitrokeg beers are
so popular with breweries’
accountants. A recent CAMRA
survey in central London revealed
that nitrokeg pints were on average
10.5% short, which would allow the
publican to serve 11.7% more beer.

Nitrokeg beers are served colder
than real ales and their quality is
consistent [rom start to finish. Their
creamy consistency was better
received than the fizziness of
normal keg beers.

Other breweries followed Bass’s
lead and reduced their real ale
production in favour of nitrokeg beers. The
collapse of the demand for cask ale and the
growth of nitrokeg was achieved by leaning on
small retailers, offering huge discounts to pub
chains and advertising the new beers rather than
real ales.

Despite the recent spate ol brewery closures,
there are signs that the nitro-boom is curdling
(when it goes off, cream does curdle, doesn’t
it?). The sales of all imitation-Irish beers are
lalling and the output of micro-breweries is
increasing - very little of this output is included
in the BLRA's figures.

In order to speed up the decline of keg,
C'AMRA nceds to continue doing what it does
hest - promoting real cask-conditioned beer
through its regular activities. . Awards to pubs

that serve top quality real ale. . CAMRA beer
lestivals, demonstrating the wide range of styles
and tastes of real ale. . Campaigning literature,
which has recently been updated. . Raising
CAMRA’s media profile - the more people who
arce aware of real ale, the more we are likely to
converl. . CAMRA publications are central to
the promotion of real ale. . Quality control - the
cellarmanship guide and posters help
inexperienced stalf, while the quality posteards
pul pubgoers directly in touch with CAMRA
HQ. . Most importantly, we drink
real ale. Constructive feedback to
licensees helps protect
everyone’s enjoyment.
All these activities are carried
out for a membership fee of £14 a
year. But the decline in real ale sales
shows that this work is not enough.
The Real Ale Fighting, Fund
will enable CAMRA to
gencerate cash for generic
real ale promotion. Currently,
nobody clse is promoting
real ale -the national
| brewers prefer to promote their
! brands and are trying very hard (o
1 m further blur the image between real

ale and nitrokeg.

CAMRA needs to raise the public
awareness of CAMRA and real ale, deliver the
message that real ale is still being brewed, that
the market is not declining - as the national
brewers are

representing to the press - and, most
importantly, real ale is good to drink.

CAMRA nceds money, in order to put these
messages across. I you would like to make a
donation please send your name and address
with a cheque payable to CAMRA (RAITY), to
CAMRA (RAFF), 230 Hatficld Road, St.
Albans, Herts, AL T 4LW. Alternatively, you may
telephone 01727 867201 or 0845 6030208 with
your credit or debit card details

Andy Ciumrony



Appearing i discerning
outlets all over
[.ondon

SOUTHWOLD

BITTER

ABV 3.7%

[rom
Sullolk’s oldest brewery -

Britain’s finest beer
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CAMRA BEER FESTIVALS

THE STH WATFORD AND DISTRICT BEER
FESTIVAL

Friday October 22nd to Sunday 2<4th at the West

Herts Sports and Social Club, Park Avenue,

Watlord (olT Rickmansworth Road and

Whippendell Road, a 10 minute walk from Watlord

Metropolitan Line station).

Over 30 Real Ales from small independant and
micro breweries, also cider and perry. Opening
times: Friday 22nd - Spm to ITpm, Saturday 23rd -
12 noon to Tpm, Sunday 24th 12 noon to 3.30pm.
Club bar range and food available. Free admission
(o all West Herts Sports Club and CAMRA
members, £1 1o non members. Further details from
Tony Smith 01923 221155.

Thr 6TH CROYDON & SUTTON BEER

FrsTIvAL
OCT 14-16 (Thu-Sat) Wallington Halls, Stalford
Road, Wallington (10 mins walk from Wallington
Stn). Open Thu 4-10.30pm: Fri 11-10.30pm: Sat
I1-6pm. Admission Thu £2; Fri £2.50 (Free before
4pm); Sat £2 (CAMRA members £1 less at all
SCSSI0NS ).

Over 35 ales plus cider, perry + foreign bottled
beers. Food at all sessions. Disabled welcome -
ramped access + proper toilet. StafT req d contact
Phil Burt on 0181 239 0801

* k Kk Kk Kk

CAMRAWELCOMES
‘FAIR MEASURE’ FOR
BEER DRINKERS

he Government’s ‘Fair Measure’

Consultation paper released recently
takes beer drinkers a step closer to getting a
fair deal on pub pints. CAMRA, the
Campaign for Real Ale, welcomes the
Government’s intention to lay down
legislation which will finally define what
constitutes a pint of beer.

Mike Benner, Head ol Campaigns and
Communications said, “We will be responding to
the consultation to make sure that the resulting law
means Britain’s fifteen million beer drinkers will
Toally petwhat they pay for - a full pintof liquid
overy time”

Campaigning

Rescarch carried out by CAMRA in carly July
shows that 84% of British adults think that a pint of
beer should be 100% liquid.

Mike Benner added, *You can’t drink the air in
the head, or [roth, on beer so we believe it should
not be part of the measure. Hopefully, the
forthcoming legislation will mean that offending
licensees will be open (o prosecution and will be
forced to get their house in order.”

CAMRA welcomes the government’s intention
to ensure that the new Laws will not rely on
customers asking fora top-up.

Mike Benner added, “We lavour the
covernment’s first option of a 100% liquid pint and
do not believe that this should lead to higher prices
- drinkers will only be getting what they have paid
Tor all along and I would hate to be a licensee who
has to explain to customers why they have been
ripped ol in the past. Whichever option the
covernment takes, the incidence of short measure
will be greatly reduced.™

From a CAMRA Press Release
* k* K*x *x %k
FORTHCOMING FESTIVALS

4 Sept Maidstone

Muscum ol Kent Life
Sandling, Maidstone
Booze on the Ouse
Burgess Hall

St Ivo Reercation Centre
Westwood Road, St Ives
Oxford

Town Hall, Oxlord

St Aldates, Oxlord
Plinston Hall

Letchwort Broadway, Letchworth
Alban Arena

St Albans

St Peter Street, St Albans
22nd Bedford

Corn Exchange

St Paul’s Square, Bedford
6th Croydon & Sutton
Wallington Halls

StalTord Road, Wallington
Overton

St Luke’s Hall

Winchester Street, Overton
Watford

West Herts Sports & Social Club
Park Avenue

16-19 Sept

16-18 Sept

23-25 Sept

29 Sept-2 Oct

6-9 Oct

14-16 Oct

22-23 Oct

22-24



Letters to

Dear Editors

I thought you may be interested inmy recent
correspondence with Young's Brewery regarding
their pricing policy and the madequate response
to my protest at their marketing, policy.

David J Jacobs

Battersea, SW

My Jacobs wrote as follows to C P Cocker,
Arca Manager in Young's Managed House
Department:

‘Dear Mr Cocker

I would like to voice my disgust at the recent
outrageous price increase of Young’s beers in my
‘Local’, The Surprise public house, Southville,
London SW8. Ata time when Young's profits are
up 1% to £6.7 million pre-tax and Young's
turnover has risen by 6% (not to mention property
profits of £713,000) you seem to have lost touch
with your roots and your local clientele.

The Surprise is a side street, South London,
regulars’ pub which catches some of the local
business trade and predominantly, during the day,
the custom from “The South Bank University’
(which if it didn’t exist would leave the pub’s
coffers less than hall full!) plus a little passing
tourist interest during the summer months. The
recent price hike of|, for example, seven pence on
a pint ol Special (and similar amounts on other
beers) means you are charging students, and
predominantly working class regular customers,
virtually West End prices, for which they receive
little or nothing in return.

The pub is in an extremely sorry state with the
wall paper in tatters, the carpet and ceiling are
filthy and the bar top is in dire need of sanding
and repolishing. The pub has not been decorated
since David and Val Pierton were the managers
some cight years or more ago and Young's beers
can be bought more cheaply in other local free
houses.

Even il all these conditions did not apply, and
the pub shone like a new pin, I fail to see how, in
the light of your recent profit margins, you can
Justify imposing a price rise well above the rate
of inflation on a local clientele.

I would be grateful for a response to this
communication and that it is not simply filed
under received mail!

Sincerely’

the Editors

Mr Cocker replied on 29 June:
‘Dear Mr Jacobs

Re: The Surprise Public House
Further to your letter received on 25 June 1999, 1
would like o take this opportunity to thank you for
your comments and indeed respond (o the two main
issues you have raised.

I can assure you that any price increases are
approached with a sympathetic view taking into
account all factors, supplier cost increases and
transport costs ete. However, whilst I can further
assure you that the price rises at The Surprise were
onc-off annual increases | would also like to point
out that wherever possible, we do try (o give added
value by running promotions. Recent examples at
the Surprise being discounted Young's Lagers
during the Ludlow Thompson Boules Challenge,
discounted Young’s Special on St George’s Day
and discounted Guinness on St Patrick’s Day An
approach which I wholcheartedly support and will
continue to do so.

To continue o the second issue raised, I would
like to outline briefly the Brewery's plan for the
refurbishment of the Surprise. [ can confirm that a
considerable sum of money has been allocated by
the Board of directors to build a single storcy
extension to the left hand elevation of the building,
completely refit the kitchen and refurbish and
redecorate the customer arca, bar and toilets.
Unfortunately, these works have been frustrated by
Lambeth Council’s inability to make a decision off
ownership ol the picee of land currently used as
outside scating. However, having spoken with Mr
T'"M O’Connor, our Dircctor of operations, I can
assure you that if a decision from Lambeth Council
is not received by the end of July all of the internal
works will be actioned, with the addition of the
planned extension at a later date.

Whilst I do genuinely appreciate your frustration
I do hope that the above has sulficiently answered
the point raised in your letter and once again thank
you for taking the time and trouble to write to us,
although I regret the reason.

Yours sincerely’

Mr Jacobs wrote again on 6 July:

* Dear Mr Cocker

First of all please forgive the tardy reply to your
letter dated 29-06-99. 1 am a very busy television
producer and find I don’t have much spare time to
devote o writing letters.

Thank you for your letter, however I have (o say
that I consider your reply a totally inadequate



Letters to

response to my original letter; it in no way explains
why Young’s considers a price rise of above the rate
ol inflation and at a time of record profit
appropriate for the Surprise given its location as 1
outlined in my original communication. | do
appreciate the occasional promotions run by
Young’s and, like you, hope they continue but I fail
to understand your reasoning in giving me these
examples as being evidence of value for money -
all breweries run promotions and many more often
than Young’s! Are you citing these examples as a
reason for the price increase or as some kind of
palliative for it? Either way it seems pointless to
raise them in response o my original letter!

As 1o your second point - the sorry state of the
pub - I agree with you that, at the moment, it would
be inappropriate to refurbish the front bar customer
arca before building any kind of extension to the
left hand elevation as this would be affected by the
need to supply access o the new room, but this
does not and would not at any prior time have
affected the back room, kitchen and toilets of the
building. In any event the mooted extension is a
relatively recent consideration whereas the decor of
the pub has not received any attention for over 10)
years! This attitude seems o me to indicate that
you do not consider that the pub turns enough ol a
profit to make it worth spending money on, thereby
vindicating what I said in my first letter - and yet
you still impose the unreasonable increase of 7p on
apint! Not only does this imply a certain contempt
for the customers but it proves that Young's is
concerned above all with making money, not beer,
these days.

All other considerations aside your letter did not
address the core of my complaint - that the
customers of the Surprise are now expected to pay
West End prices. regardless of the state of the
decor, the status of the proposed extension ete. ete.
it is still a predominantly regulars’ pub in a [airly
run down, depressed part of South London, and |
consider it unreasonable of the brewery to expect
its mostly faithful customers to part with that kind
ol'money - the only reasonable response from
Young's would be to cancel the last price increase,
thereby reintroducing the differential between West
Lind and SW8 prices! I am however not naive
cnough to expect his in the current money-grabbing
ceonomic climate - I ecan only live in the hope of
the residue of alittle decency and consideration in
what onee used to take pride in calling itself a

Lamily brewery™.
Smeerely?

the Editors

Dear Editors

Your Editorial bemoans the decline in real ale sales
from national brewers against a background of
increasing sales from regional and micro brewers
(August). As you note, investment has gone to
nitrokeg beers at the expense of cask. The decline
in real ale is often due to the fact that not even one
hand pumped beer is available on the bar in many
pubs.

The situation is particularly bad in some parts of
London. I have highlighted before, for example,
the dire situation in some arcas of North London.
The thirsty travellers from Seven Sisters tube along
Tottenham High Rd to Spurs for example will find
just one pub on their lengthy route that sells cask.
One reason for this is that the area in question has
more unemployed people within its boundaries
than the whole of Newcastle upon Tyne. Most of
the pubs are largely empty for much of the time.
Another reason might be that we have given up
what I consider to be the effective campaigning
tactic of entering a keg pub en masse and then
leaving again because there is no real ale. Inan
empty pub, that might make an impact on a
landlord’s decision (o stock cask.

Yours sincerely,
Keith Flett
Tottenham, N17

*x Kk Kk Kk Kk

Dear Editors
REALALE RETURNS TO THE PIMLICO
TRAM
I write (o bring you good news, alter five years off
fizz.only I am bringing rcal ale back to the
‘Pimlico Tram’.

I am a great supporter of the real thing, and I am
pleased to start off by offering Greene King IPA
and Everards Tiger, ringing the changes with
Gales HSB and Wells Bombardier if take up and
sales demand.

The “Pimlico Tram” has had a chequered carcer
in the last few years and sulfered a general lack off
interest and investment from previous operators.
Itis now about to undergo a full refurb to remove
the *60s™ Bass Charrington blandness and give it a
new but traditional character.

CAMRA members are especially welcome, as
are all lovers of good ale.

Yours sincerely,
Bill Jones
Pimlico Tram
London SWI



6th CROYDON & SUTTON
REAL ALE FESTIVAL

WALLINGTON HALL
STAFFORD ROAD, WALLINGTON

14th - 16th OCTOBER 1999

Thursday 14th
4.00pm to 10.30pm

£1 CAMRA members, £2 Non members
LAST ADMISSION 9.45pm

Friday 15th - L.unchtime
11.00am to 4.00pm

FREE ADMISSION

Friday 15th - Evening
4.00pm to 10.30pm

L1.50 CAMRA members, £2.50 Non members
LAST ADMISSION 9.45pm

Saturday 16th
l |()()‘dl]l l() ()()()pl]] (while stocks last)

£1 CAMRA members, 17 Non members
The organisers reserve the right to refuse admission

Sutton - Weut Croydon
Station

Beddington Gardens

2]

=

2

2 9 .
S

Stanley Park Rd o Stafford Road

o =
2
9 :
o Wallington
°
Q0 Hall
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Not to scale

Over 35 Real Ales

Also Cider & Perry

Hot & Cold Food

10 min stroll from BR station

(_L,\ Accessible

CAMPAIGN
FOR
REAL ALE

First€5

Tram Operations

The tollowmg buses stop outside or nearby:

1'%% Tooting - Wallington - Purley

151 Worcester Park - Sutton - Wallington

154 Morden - Wallington - Croydon

157 Morden - Wallington - Crystal Palace

410 Wallington - Croydon - Norwood Junction
455 Wallington - Croydon - Purley



MAGPIE &
CROWN

PUB OF THE YEAR
CAMRA Richmond & Hounslow
128 High Street

Brentford o181 560 5658

* House Bitter:
Brakspear’s Bitter at
£1.75 a pint

* Traditional Cider
* Draught Hoegaarden
* Draught Czech Budvar

* Foreign bottled beer
selection

*x Bed & Breakfast

* Selected for the 1999
CAMRA Good Beer
Guide

* Open all permitted hours
Ever changing guest
beers from micro
and small regional
breweries

- from
£1.75
a plnt
r MAGPIE‘ AND ' CROWN

* singing voice required Friday evenings

Letters to the Editors

Dear Editors

About six months ago I wrote (o London Drinker
requesting help in getting together a beer guide for
London’s travel zone 1. Although I heard some
positive noises, there was no actual help offered.
Soinstead 1 have concentrated on a smaller, central
and more manageable arca - that of the West End.
For my purposes this district covers just Soho and
Covent Garden - a mere 1.3 square kilometres but
extremely well pubbed.

In the last six months | have completed a great
deal ol work for a guide to this important arca.
There are 129 outlets for real ale and almost 200
entries in total. Allof the Teatures and articles have
been written and Y0% ol the surveying has been
done. However, now | do need assistance and
guidance with maps, photographs, gencral style and
other details. but mainly ' looking for volunteers
to help with writing it up - so anyone with a
computer/word processor (I don™t have one), who
would be willing to share this task should contact
me at 30 Belgrave Road, London SWIV IRG
(sorry, no phone or fax).

This guide would be very comprehensive,
detailed and user friendly” but still fit into a
booklet rather than a book - and be ready for carly
20007 Any help and advice would be most
welcome.

Ray Prior
Pimlico, SWI

e ‘w& * @y‘ Iy 3
Beer Festivals

® Station Arms, Southminster
27-30 August 01621 772225

® Head of Steam, Euston, NW1
13-19 September 0171 388 2221

e Sultan, South Wimbledon, SW19
17-19 September 0181 542 4532

@ Priory Arms, Stockwell, SW8
24-26 September 0171 622 1884

@ Head of Steam, Euston, NW1
11-17 October 0171 388 2221

Obtain a free listing in
London Drinker to promote
your forthcoming Beer Festival

call Barry Tillbrook i
0181 989 7523 |
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Branch Update

'BRANCH NEWS

elcome again to our regular branch information page where we have details of

Branch Contacts and events as well as general items of news from the various
branch areas. This is where branches can tell drinkers across LLondon what is happening
in their areas that might be of interest to them. Branch events for September are listed
below.

LONDON PUBS GROUP. Eric Martin 0208-697 2147 (H), 01223-582735 (W).

Wed 15 (8.00) Business Meeting. Royal Oak, Tabbard Street SEI, Anyone interested is
welcome.

CROYDON & SUTTON. Paul Everitt 0208-686 5053 (H & W).

Wed 1 (8.00) Wallington Pub Crawl. Meet in the Windmill, 37 Stafford, last pub Dukes Head
Wallington Green. - Wed 8 (8.00) Central Croydon Crawl. Meet in the Ship, High Street,
Croydon. - Mon 13 (8.30) Social. Windsor Castle, 13 Greyhound Road, Sutton. - Wed 22 (8.00)
Carshalton Crawl. Mcet in the Swan Bar ol The Greyhound, Carshalton Ponds. - Tue 28 (8.30)
Branch Meeting. Dog and Bull, 24 Surrcy Street, Croydon. - Thu 30 (8.30) Social. Builders Arms,
Leslie Park Road, East Croydon.

EAST LONDON & CITY. Rhona Neil 0208-520 6417 (H).

Fri 10 (6.00) Early Evening Joint Social with West London Branch. Knights Templar, 95
Chancery Lanec WC2 (finish about 9.00). Nearest tube Chancery Lane (Central Line), buses 4, 11,
15,23,26,76 and 1 71A.

ENFIELD & BARNET. Derek Smith 0208-805 1436 (H & W).

Wed 1 (9.00) Social. Enfield Arms, 2 Genotin Road, Enfield Town ENI (adjacent to Enficld
Town station). - Sat 4 (1 1am) Beer and Brambles return - a hike over the Hertfordshire
countryside with an occasional beer, led by Keith Dixon. Meet at The Bridge, Mutton Lane,
Potters Bar. - Wed 8 (9.00) Social. Half Moon, 749 Green Lanes, Winchmore Hill, IV21. - Tue 14
(9.00) Social. Hadley Hotel, 113 hadley Road, New Barnet, EN5. - Tue 21 (9.00) Social. Bechive,
24 Little Bury Street, Lower Edmonton, N9. - Thu 30 (9.00) Social and London Drinker Pick Up.
Old Wheatsheaf, 3 Windmill Hill, Enficld Town, EN2.

KINGSTON & LEATHERHEAD. Clive Taylor 0208-949 2099 (H) 01483-7 14898 (W)

Sun 5 Day trip by train to Faversham to Hop Festival. Contact Branch contact if interested. -
Tue 7 (8.30) Branch Meeting. Black Lion, Lower Brighton Road, Surbiton. - Wed 8 day trip by
train to Chappel Beer Festival. Festival held at a preserved railway centre near Colchester,
contact branch contact if interested. - Fri 10 (14.30) Wecekend trip to Weymouth to visit breweries
at Dorchester and Weymouth. Travel down by train from Waterloo on 14.30, contact branch
contact a.s.a.p. for B&B bookings. - Fri 17 (7.30) Pub crawl of Walton on Thames. Meet in The
Ashley (outside railway station), depart 8.00 for The Plough, The Wellington and others. - Thu 23
(8.30) Presentation ol Branch Club of the Year Award. The Surrey County Club, Penhryn Road,
Kingston. All London Branches welcome. - Thu 30 (8.30) Two Pub Social. Meet at The Kelly
Arms, Glenthorne Road, Kingston, then on to The Waggon and Horses, Surbiton.

NORTH LONDON. Alison Cox 0208-742 0498 (H) 0208-746 8148 (W). Any social queries
contact Gary White 07005 355399, email: <gwhitegeog @bigfoot.com>.

Mon 6 (8.00) ‘Pub ol the Scason” presentation and launch of The Full Pint newsletter. Wenlock
Arms, 26 Wenlock Road, N1. Tue 14 (8.00) Social, Pakenham Arms, | Pakenham Street, then
Calthorpe Arms, 252 Grays Inn Road. Tue 21 (8.00) Branch meeting, Duke of Hamilton, 23 New
End, NW3. Tue 28 Highgate Crawl starting at the Bull (8.00), then the Red Lion & Sun, Gate
House and Flask (10.00). Mon 4 October, (8.00) Social, Wenlock Arms.

RICHMOND & HOUNSLOW. Brian Kirton 0208-384 7284 (H).
Sat 4 (7.00) Branch Pub ol the Year Presentation. Magpie and Crown, 128 High Street,

continued over the page



Branch Update

continued from page 15

Brentford. - Wed 15 (8.00) Open Branch Meceting. Queen Dowager, 49 North Lane, Teddington.
- Sun 19 (12 noon) Joint Social Crawl with North Surrey Branch. Start at Moon Under Water,
Twickenham, then (1.00) Hogshead, (2.00) Eel Pie, then on to Richmond. - Wed 22 (8.00)
Boules Night. Coach and Horses, 27 Barnes High Street, SW 13, all welcome to join in or watch!
SOUTH EAST LONDON. Dave Lee 0208-694 2867 (11).

Normal service is resumed after the Summer break, that is if you call slaving away at Olympia
a break! This month we are having a joint social at a pub that was sclected as once of the most
popular in South London by drinkers at this year’s Catford Beer Festival. We have another visit
to the Howerd Club. a former National Camra Club ol the Year, to attempt to make it three quiz
wins ina row! Finally we shall be celebrating the success of the first Harvey's pub in London at
becoming this year’s Branch Pub of the Year.

PLEASE NOTE CHANGE OF CONTACT!

Mon 6 (8.00) Committee/Branch Meeting. Market Porter, 9 Stoney Street, SEL - Thu 16
(7.30) Joint Social, with S W London. Priory Arms, 83 Lansdowne Road. SWS. - Sat 25 (7.30)
Quiz. Howerd Club, 447 Rochester Way, SEO. - Tue 28 (8.00) Pub of the Year Party. Royal Oak,
44 Tabard Street, SET.

SOUTH WEST ESSEX. Andrew Clifton 01708 765150 ().
SOUTH WEST LONDON. Mark Bravery 0208-540 9183 (H), 0207-438 7181 (W).

Mon 6 (7.30) Open committee meeting, Hogshead, 68/70 Streatham High Road, SW16 (5 mins
from Streatham Hill station), then Crawl of Streatham. time permitting. Fri 24, Crawl of
Southficlds and Wandsworth, meet (7-7.30) Grid Inn, 22 Replingham Road SWIS (very near
Southficlds station), then Builders Arms (8.15), 44 Longlicld Street; Park Tavern (9.00), 212
Merton Road; Rose & Crown (9.45), 134 Wandsworth High Street: Grapes (10.30), 39 Fairlicld
Street, all SWIS. For branch cricket information, please phone Andy Robinson 0171-905 6502
(w), O181-653 8885 (h).

WATFORD & DISTRICT. Tony Smith 01923 221155 (H & W) Fax: 01923 218625.

Iri 10 (5.30) Pre Christmas London Pub Crawl. Start Sir John Oldcastle, Farringdon Road,
ECT, then (6.30) Sekforde Arms, 34 Sckforde Street, ECL, (7.15) London SPA, 70 Exmouth
Market, (8.00) O"Hanlons, 8 Tysoce Street, (9.00) Pakenham Arms, | Pakenham Street, (9.45)
Calthorpe Arms, 252 Grays Inn Road. - Thu 16 (9.00) Social. Black Boy, Bushey. - Thu 23 (8.00)
Branch Meeting. West Herts Sports and Social Club, Park Avenue, Watlord. - Sun 26 (9.00)
Committee Meeting. West Herts Sports and Social Club, Park Avenue, Watlord, all members
welcome. - Tue 28 (8.30) Social. Durrants Club, Lincoln Way, Croxley Green.

WEST LONDON. Di Kchoe 0207218 3999 (W).

We start September with a pub erawl on 2nd of the Tottenham Court Road W 1. Meeting at ‘The
Northumberland Arms (number [19) at 8pmi then on to The Mortimer Arms (number 174) at 8.45,
then to The Rising Sun (number -16) for 9,30 before finishing at 1015 in The Jack Horner
(number 236). The street numbers may look strange as the numbers go up one side then down the
other. Nearest tube is Tottenham Court Road or Goodge Street, bus routes are 10, 24, 29, 73 and
134,

On Friday 10th we shall be holding a joint carly evening social with the East London and City
Branch at the Knights Templar, 95 Chacery Lane WC2 from 6pm until 9pm ish. This is a new
Weatherspoons pub on the very edge of our arca on the corner of Carey Street. Nearest tube is

Chancery Lane, Central Line. Fleet Street buses are 4, 11, 15,23, 26, 76 and 171A.

The September Branch Mecting will be at 'The Harcourt Arms, 32 Harcourt Street W1 at 8pm.
Nearest tube is Edgeware Road, Circle, District and Metropolitan lines. Many buses serve the
area.

WEST MIDDLESEX. Paul Dabrowski 0208-571 9146 (H), 0207-713 3882 (W).
Deadline for the October edition, [0th September. Material for November o arrive by 8th
October. Please be sure to send all diary material to Dave Oram (LDEditor @tesco.net).
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Branch News

CAMRA SOUTHWEST ESSEX BRANCH NEWS

I i‘or those who missed my first feature two or three months ago, the branch is as much a

part of London as it

s of Essex. The western areas from Ilford and Woodford Green to

Upminster are designated as London whilst the eastern parts such as Grays, Brentwood
and a number of small country villages come under Essex.

This split means we have (wo Pubs ol the Year,
one going into the London and one into the Fssex
linal. This year’s “London™ Pub ol the Year is The
Chequers, Hornchurch and a presentation was
made in July o Bill, the long standing landlord. This
is its third consecutive win and as well as the usual
certificate an ctched wooden plaque was presented.
Itis a worthy winner as in addition to a commitment
to real ale the pub is a true locals™ pub that is as
welcoming o strangers and represents very good
value for money, c.g. Young’s Bitter at £1.54 a pint.
The guest beer tends o come from the Tapsters
Choice list and on my last visit this was a Federation
beer from Newcastle, virtually impossible to lind in
its home town apart [rom in the local ¢lub trade that
seems (0 be almost exclusively nitrokeg these days.

Moving on (o my home town ol Hlord, a few
months ago a new pub opened, The Eastside Bar in
Cranbrook Road. This is another shop conversion
that is similar to and virtually opposite The
Hogshead but this time owned by Regent Inns. |
have not ventured into Regent Inns™ pubs sinee I did
their passport in the carly 1990s (24 pubs, a pint in
cach and when completed you got 16 [ree pints and
a polo shirt and for one lucky winner a holiday in the
USA) when | found guest beers from Nethergate,
Wards and Brakspears (o name a few.  Mass
discounts have obviously put paid to this as this pub
sells Bass, Hancocks HB (now even blander than
when it was brewed in Cardill) and Courage
Dircctors. This uninspiring range plus the [act that
there is usually extremely loud disco music put me
olT visiting [or some time. However, (o be lair, when
Ldid pop in for a pint I found the bar stalf welcoming
and the Directors in good condition at a reasonable
price (less than £1.90: the HB was £1.55).

Sall in Hord, a much better prospect is The
Prince of Wales in Green Lane. This is an excellent,
fairly intimate, community pub which has a busy
lunchtime office trade and is full of locals in the
cvenings. Better still, it is the only outlet for Burton
Ale T know in East London, which reminds me that
aprevious landlord told me that it sold between three
and four Kils ol it a week. 1t used (o have a really
basic public bar and snug but sadly these were putted
during a recent refurbishment. The cosy lounge
remains intact and now leels more basic than the

public bar.  On the positive side, despite my fears,
the Burton remains and is still usually of the highest
quality. The range of beers has also improved [rom
Tetley, Burton and the dull 3.3% house beer o
‘Tetley, Burton, Young’s Bitter and a guest (1 recently
saw Burtonwood Top Hat and Caledonian Flying
Scotsman). The other pub worth a visit in Hford is
The Rose & Crown in lford Hill, but more about
this in a future article.

Moving down the road to Romford, the granch
had another trip to the brewery at The Ford and
Firkin. Unlike many Firkin breweries that now
seem (o be dormant, the brewery here is very much
thriving and its product is available in several other
Firkin pubs. The same brewer also brews regularly
at the Flyman and Firkin in the West End. The Ford
has also recently been refurbished in the b=new
house style which is less rough and ready and much
ol the innuendo of old has gone. Drinking the beers
straight out of the casks (in what you could just
about call the sampling room) proved much better
tthan from the pumps.

A personal Lavourite pub ol mine is The White
Horse, Coxtie Green, a small country pub situated
about three miles north ol Brentwood. "This usually
sells five or six cever changing beers mainly [rom
micros and some regionals. The owners changed
carlier this year and despite our fears the traditions of
enterprising beer range and high quality have been
maintained. In July the pub also has its annual beer
festival in a marquee in the massive pub garden and
this year's featured a varied range including some
new beers such as Brakspears Hooray Henley and
Burton Bridge Duck Soup. Well worth a visit.

Finally a bit of brewery news [rom Mighty Qak
whose publicity machine, to judge by last month’s
London Drinker, has gone into overdrive. They
have recently introduced a mild for the first time
named Oscar Wilde Mild. ‘The first brew of this
appeared almost a light mild but later brews have
been an exceellent, smooth, [airly malty dark mild in
the style of Mansfield’s and Hardy and Hanson’s
dark milds. Hopefully this will remain part of the
portlolio. Incidentally, Mighty Oak beers are often
available closer to home in pubs such as the Wenlock
Arms in NI and the William IV in Leyton,

Simon Fyffe



Foreign Feature

MICROBREWERIES IN ARIZONA

Atrip to Arizona enabled me to explore two aspects of the state, the large metropolis
of Phoenix, and the rest of the state, a huge desert area with beautiful mountain
scenery and not much else. The dry desert air forced me to obtain regular refreshment
in the expanding range of craft ale bars and brew-pubs now available.

Each brew-pub normally brews a wide
range of beers in various styles to suit all
tastes. There is normally a lager style beer at
one end of the scale, going to a stout or porter
at the other. In between there are wheat beers,
pale ales, American amber and maybe fruit or
Belgian style beers. A good introduction to the
range of beers is provided by a sampler, a tray
containing a small glass of cach beer available
from the brewery. I found I was happy with
the Pale Ales and IPAs as they provided the
hoppy characteristics of the British style of
beer. The craft brewers are keen to
demonstrate their ability to brew beers
characteristic of the traditional beer countries
of the world and try to produce an authentic
flavour, often with great success. The brewers
are often very accessible and keen to talk
about the their beer.

The beers are often served rather cold so
time is required to let them warm up. A good
time to sample is during happy hour, typically
4:30 to 6:30 p.m. when the beer prices are
reduced. Most brew-pubs do “Growlers”, a
gallon (US) glass container, for the take home
trade, but the take-away has to be in their own
badged container.

Phoenix

Since the general use of air-conditioning in
the hot states of the USA, Phoenix has grown
at a rapid pace. The urban arca has now
spread over several townships, including
Scottsdale, Mesa, Tempe, and is now about 50
miles north/south by 50 miles cast/west. It is
not a place for touring brew-pubs by push-
bike or public transport, a car and willing
driver are essential. In the arca there is a small
smart Downtown with one craft ale bar-
restaurant, a student arca with a few brew-
pubs, while several of the surrounding arca
shopping centres have brew-pub bar-
restaurants. Several of the pubs worth visiting
arc described below.

As in many American towns, a good place

to start is the college arca, Tempe. The
gencerally recommended pub here is the Four
Peaks, 1340 Eighth Street off Rural Road. It
is a slightly converted warchouse alongside
the railway line, with the brewery at the back
of the bar in the large open space of the
storage area. It provides a good student-style
atmosphere and normally about 10 beers. Of
particular interest I found the 81" Street Ale,
with plenty of body and a raisin flavour at
4.7%, and Fools Gold Ale with a lagery
flavour and a touch of hops in the aftertaste.
The Oatmeal stout at 5.2% is a tasty beer
typical of the style but a little on the sweet
side. A feature of the pub is the provision of a
cask conditioned version of a sclected beer
which is tapped on a Thursday evening. The
cask conditioned version provides a more
intense flavour than their normal tank
conditioned beer and has proved very popular
with the regulars. Having found that one cask
normally sells out within the evening they are
now providing more casks to cope with the
weekend demand. The availability of cask
conditioned beers seems to be a growing
feature in the more popular brew-pubs.

A recent addition to the student area is the
brew-pub, Arizona Roadhouse, 1120 East
Apache Boulevard off Rural, within walking
distance of the Four Peaks. In contrast to the
Four Peaks, it is a smart modern styled light
wood bar/restaurant. The landlady was happy
to scee some Brits having lived for quite a
while at Chelsca Harbour, London. When the
brewer found out I had a taste for bitter beers
he provided an IPA from the conditioning tank
as it was not on at the time. This had a good
perfumed flavour and was very hoppy.

Also in the student arca is Bandersnatch,
Fifth Street near the Stadium, a cosy
interesting craft beer bar with a shady outside
drinking arca. Some of the beers are served
with mixed gas, carbon dioxide and nitrogen,
instead of the usual carbon dioxide only. The
beer board showed their ESB to have a high



bitterness at 40ibu but my sampje did not
seem to achieve that rating. However it was
nice to see the bitterness rating listed, as well
as the description of each beer. The
descriptions are quite common in the bars
making a speciality of craft beers, providing a
big improvement over the normal British free
house beer list, or lack of list.

A little farther south, in a large new
shopping centre at Arizona Mills on Bascline
Road at the intersection of Freeways 10 and
O60E, is the brew-pub Alcatraz at entrance 5.
A high ceilinged, exposed ductwork, modern
style bar-restaurant that features trendy
Alcatraz prison artelacts. The decor is
overdone while the beers T sampled lacked
flavour. However there were cight beers
available and more sampling might have
found a good onc.

Farther south in Chandler is the Copper
Canyon Brew-pub at 5945 West Ray Road at
Kyrene Road. A high black ceilinged simple
modern structure on a small shopping centre,
it has the brewery in the corner of the bar. All
the beers sampled, out of the eight available,
were tasty with the Arizona Pale particularly
good with a grassy hoppy flavour and a good
bitter aftertaste. The stout was quite chocolaty
and one of the best stouts tasted.

In the smart small Downtown arca the place
to go is Coyote Springs, 122 East Washington
Street near the America West Arena, a smart
bar-restaurant. It normally has about 16 beers,
including some from its Phoenix brew-pub,
well-known American independent beers such
as Sierra Nevada and Anchor Steam, and a
variety of microbrewery beers from inside and
outside the state. During my visits the beers
ranged in strength upto 7.2% with the
Arrogant Bastard from the Stone Brewing
Company of San Dicgo. This was a
dangerously slippable beer for its strength
with its immediate bitter flavour and a light
touch of chocolate in the taste.

The associated Coyote Springs brew-pub
is in Midtown on Camelback at 24" Street in
the Town and Country shopping centre. It has
a peculiar law problem that prevents il
delivering its pub-brewed beers (o its other
pub in Downtown. The claborate [oth century
walnut bar built into the modern structure has
had real experience as indicated by the bullet
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hole above the pillar. It brews a good range of
beers including a kolsch style amber but the
IPA was the one to my taste with an
immediate bitter flavour and a good bitter
altertaste.

North ol the river from Tempe is the
Tombstone brew-pub, at 202 Scottsdale just
below the freeway. It is a modern black
cetlinged pub with the usual wide range of
beers including a Raspberry Hefeweizen.

To the north west of Phoenix, in Glendale,
is Cougans, on 7610 West Bell Road at 76th
Avenue in the Arrowhead shopping centre. It
is i modern styled bar restaurant with wood
fittings and the stainless steel brewery in the
bar. There is a good range ol reasonable beers
i a good setting,.

In Scottsdale, in the newer part ol the town,
is the Uptown Brewery brew-pub at 6910
East Shea Boulevard. In a large new shopping
centre, and fronted by a large pond and
fountain, the pub provides a good range of
beers in an attractive chapel-like setting. T felt
quite at home as the beers were served in
Imperial pint glasses. The beer was better for
having a mixed gas pressure system instead of
the usual carbon dioxide pressure system, and
the pale ales, such as Gypsy Fandango had a
noticeable hoppy taste. Fortunately 1 was
staying with friends who had sensibly bought
a house within walking distance of the pub
and I was able to sample many of the special
brews as well as the regulars. There was
always a good, and varying, range of beers to
choose from.

To the north of Scottsdale is one of the
city’s better brew-pubs, Pinnacle Peak on
Alma School Road in the foothills. It brews to
the Reinheitsgebot pure beer law, using,
malted barley, hops, water and yeast only.
However, one has to be careful. Do not wear a
tic or it is likely to finish up rather shorter
than it was. Anyone ordering steak well-done
finds an old boot on the plate. But the trip is
well worthwhile. 1 found the dry hopped
Pinnacle Peak Pale Ale once of the best in
Phoenix, with a very hoppy smooth beer with
a good long aftertaste. There is the usual large
range of beers to enjoy while admiring the
magnificent view.

continued over the page
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continued from page 19
North of Phoenix

There are quite a few brew-pubs in the state
but they are well spread out. However the
desert and mountain scenery makes the
journey well worthwhile. A tour from Phoenix
in the direction of the Grand Canyon provides,
over a few days, a good choice of beers.

Il you develop a thirst on leaving Phoenix
there is the Black Mountain Brewery at Cave
Creek, to the west of Freeway 17 but it may
be better to press on to the mountains via
Highway 69 for Prescott at 5,000t This is a
typical small American town but with an
excellent brew-pub, the Prescott Brewery, in
the central square. The attractive well wooded
bar has a very good range of beers, including
a barley wine. The Prescott Pale Ale is a very
cood example of the American brew-pub pale
ale with a good hoppy flavour and a long
lasting bitter aftertaste. The Petrified Porter
provides a good example of the American
porter.

From Prescott, the scenic drive towards
FlagstalT, along highway 89A over the
mountain pass at 7,200 [, takes you to
Jerome. An old mining town in the mountains,
almost a ghost town when mining stopped in
1953, but now being brought back to lile by
the tourists, and the artists living there. Even
if you do not like mountain scenery, old mines
or the remains ol the old town, the brew-pub
is well worth a visit. Jerome Brewery, ncar
the new Fire Station, is a calé styled pizza
house doing an interesting range of beers. It is
notable mainly for the contrast with the ghost
town image outside.

The next stop is Sedona at 4,5001t with its
renowned red rock beauty. You need your
camera ready to capture some of the scenes of
towering red buttes, hall-remembered from
old cowboy films. Sedona also has the Oak
Creek Brewery brew-pub, off Colfee Pot
Drive. The bar is a basic high ceilinged room
and there is a drinking arca outside. The beers
are quite acceeptable and can also be obtained
in several local bars, including the Knotty
Pine Café at Junipine in a steep sided wooded
valley on Highway 89A to Flagstafl.

Flagstall is handy for the Grand Canyon,
the Petrified Forest and the Painted Desert. Tt
also provides a choice of three brew-pubs, all
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in the centre within casy walking distance of
cach other and popular with the students. The
top beer is at the Flagstaff Brewing Co.,
across the road from the station at 16 Fast
Route 66, the highway immortalised by the
song. The pub is modern-"basic™ and has a
good student atmosphere. There is a small
outside arca as well. They do the usual wide
range of beers and the 3 Pin Pale Ale is
particularly good, slipping down well with a
reasonable amount ol body, a slightly
perfumed hoppy flavour and a good bitter
altertaste.

Around the corner at 15 North Agassiz is
the Mogollon Brewing Co. brew-pub. Opened
just over a year ago, it is rather trendy with a
stage and pool tables in the bar, and the
brewery at the end of the bar. But it does have
a good Superstition Pale Ale plus a variety of
other beers.

Also in the centre of the town just off Route
66 is Beaver Street Brewery at 11 South
Beaver Street, an upmarket bar/restaurant
brewing a very reasonable 1PA. There is a
good range of beers and they brew a lot of
specials.

South of Phoenix

To the south of Phoenix is Tucson, a good
centre for visiting old mission buildings such
as San Xavier del Bac, and the Saguaro
National Park, named after the tall cactus
erowing naturally only in Arizona but used for
atmosphere in old Wild West films. Tucson is
also the main source of interesting beer south
of Phoenix. The main place for beer is the
student arca but there are also several brew-
pubs outside the town centre.

The popular student pub is the Frog and
Firkin on University Boulevard that has a
reasonable range of micro-brewery beers. It is
fairly basic with a good atmosphere, but is
likely to have loud music at busy times.
Across the road in a modern brick building is
the Gentle Ben brew-pub at 865 East
University Boulevard. The well-presented bar-
restaurant does a good Copperhead Pale Ale in
its range that slipped down well leaving a
long bitter altertaste. Upstairs is a student bar
that remains open after the bar-restaurant has
closed.

A recent addition to the brew pubs in the
city is Thunder Canyon Brewery at /7101
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North La Cholla Boulevard i the shopping,
nean Ieis a large modern style bar restaurant
ander the same ownership as the Prescolt
Brewery in northern Arizona: A miee pub, it
has the brewery at the side ol the bar and
offers brewery trips alter the church service.
I'he Thunderhead TPA was Traity, o hitde dry
and had a strong bitter attertaste There was
the usual wide range of different beers
available.

A more basic, but smart and clean, brew
pub is the Pusch Ridge Brewery at S801
North Oracle Road that provides its own
Amber, Cream Ale, Porter and Stout plus
guest micro-brewery beers.

The most basic of the micro breweries m
Tucson is the Nimbus Brewing Company al
3850 East 44 Street, just off the Palo Verde
Overpass. It is in a big shed on a factory
estate and has a brewery at the mner end ol
the shed, with a bar arca fronting the working
arca. A very student based pub, it is happy (o
provide a sample of any of its various beers
that includes, in season, a Belgian Strong Ale
at 7.4%:.

For a more upmarket pub-restaurant brew
pub there is Breckenbridge Brewery at 1980
Last River Road in an upmarket shopping
centre. It has may awards for its standard
range ol beers, wheat beer, IPA; American
amber and oatmeal stout, and provides may
speciality beers such as a raspberry porter.
The bar can get quite lively after 9:00 p.m.

A rather distinetive microbrewery outlet is
the Dark Mountain Brewery at Vail, just off
Freeway 10 outside Tucson. The company is
mainly a wine producer but also has a brewery
at its vineyard some distance away. The beers
are available in the tasting room.

Wild West country to the south ol Tucson
has little good beer. Even Tombstone, with its
several interesting bars ol the wooden
sidewalks alongside OK Corral, does not rise
to micro-brewery beer. You may do better to
stay in Tueson and take a trip through the
Saguaro National Park (o the outdoor cowboy
[ilm set at Old Tucson.

I you do head south towards Mexico, the
19 century mining town ol Bisbee still retains
its Victorian charm and serves worthwhile
beers at the Copper Queen Hotel in Towell
\venue. The town claims (o have 25000
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miles of mine shafts and provides an
impressive copper mine tour down the Queen
Mine. By now, the Copper City Brewing
Company at 12 Copper Queen, a classic 30°s
nouveau style premises may have a licence to
brew. While we were there it had a good range
ol bottled micro-brewery beers but could not
sell the beer available from its trial brews. The
Old Timer in Tombstone Canyon had Sam
Adams Pale Ale available on draught.

Il you do not have time to do all the micro-
breweries in Arizona, I recommend that you
put high on your list Prescott Brewery Pale
Ale. Flagstaff Brewing 3 Pin Pale, Pinnacle
Peak Pale Ale (Phoenix) and Gentle Ben's
Copperhead Pale (‘Tueson).

Ken Brewster

* k Kk Kk %

LESBIAN AND GAY
NEWS

L/\(:R/\I) is a group of lesbian and gay
members of the Campaign for Real Ale
organising to extend the Campaign to the
lesbian and gay scene. The group meets
regularly on the first Wednesday of every
month from 7.00 p.m. onwards in the
upstairs bar of the King’s Arms, 23 Poland
Street, London W1, All welcome. Or visit
our website at  http://www.goldings.
demon.co.uk/queerale/

SEPTEMBER EVENTS:

Wednesday | (7.00) The King's Arms, 23
Poland Street, W1, (0207) 734 5907, (Monthly
meeting).

Friday 17 (6.00) NI Crawl (beer range last
time we visited indicated). Start Ram Bar, 39
Queens Head St NI (0171-) 354 0576.
Wadworth 6X and Courage Directors.  Nearest
tube is Angel, then (7.30) King Edward VI, 25
Bromficld St. Islington, N1, (0207) 704 0745.
Boddies & Wadworth 6X. Nearest tube is still
Angel, then finally (9.00) Central Station, 37
Wharfedale Rd. Kings Cross, N1, (0207) 278
3294, Courage Best Bitter and Directors. Note
the ground floor bar (with the real ale) generally
does not open until 9.00 p.m. and there may be
a door charge after 10.00 p.m. Nearest tube s
Kings Cross.




T he Sultan

78 Norman Road, South Wimbledon, SW19 0181 542 4532
(off Haydons Road via De Burgh Road)

The only Hop Back pub in London
Runner up: Pub of the Year, CAMRA SW London

Annual Beer Festival
17-18-19 September

A selection of beers from around the country
. plus a full range of Hop Back beers available

| B-B-Q all 3 days

Special offer until the end of January 2,000
With every polypin a free 4 pint takeaway of your choice

With every minipin 2 free bottles of Summer Lightning or
Thunderstorm

Cases of Summer Lightning or Thunderstorm now only £18.00
Specials from Hop Back brewery
e September: Cob Nut
e October: Jack O’Lantern
e November: Fawkes Finale
e December: Winter Lightning

nearest tubes: Colliers Wood or South Wimbledon
buses: 57, 155, 156, 200
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Craw!

THEWANDLE WOBBLE

A crawl along the course of the River Wandle

n a grey morning in June, six CAMRA members gathered in Carshalton, south

London, to follow the River Wandle northwards towards its confluence with the
Thames at Wandsworth. Over the ensuing twelve hours we were also able to visit a few
pubs which happened to stand along the ten mile route!

Our meeting point was ‘The Greyhound Hotel, a
handsome weatherboarded Young's house, dating
in part from the cighteenth century, which
overlooks Carshalton Ponds. The *Ordinary’ was in
fine form. Shortly after midday we set off past the
ponds and followed the young river through The
Grove - an attractive wooded park - to The Lord
Palmerston, a cosy terraced pub which offered
Young’s Bitter, Courage Best and Greene King
IPA. We also partook ol some doorstep
sandwiches here. Picking up the river again we
walked on to Wilderness Island - where the
Carshalton and Beddington branches ol the Wandle
meet - and then crossed the river to the Red Lion at
Hackbridge, a beamed eighteenth century pub
where Courage Best was the sole real ale available.

Our number now depleted to five, we proceeded
through a housing estate, crossing the border from
Croydon & Sutton to South West London Branch,
and then turned off the course of the river to The
Goat, a corner pub on the main road south out of
Mitcham, and noted for the scafood stall outside.
This pub had Courage Best and Directors and
Hancock’s Bitter on sale. Most of the customers
seemed intent on the racing on TV.

Our number restored (o six, we passed through
some surprisingly rural scenes along the western
edge of Mitcham. Light rain had started to fall, but
this eased off as we approached the delightful
Ravensbury Park with its groves and riverside
gardens. We passed Ravensbury Mill (now
converted into flats) and crossed the Morden Road
for a brief visit to The Surrey Tavern, a Greene
King pub with a strong Irish flavour. We then
entered Morden Hall Park and, skirting a wedding
party. found our way into The Morden Hall, yet
another eighteenth century building, but this one
Girade 1 isted, and a Beefeater pub since 1996.
Beers on offer were Flowers Original,
Boddingtons, Wadworth 6X and Marston’s
P'edigree. This casily the most elegant pub of the
day.

Alter continuing under the mature trees of
Morden Hall Park, we passed Deans City Farm.
Next port of call was The William Morris, a
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] riverside pub at Merton
- Abbey Mills, part of the
popular market
complex. The pub,
owned by Regent Inns,
is named alter the
Victorian designer and
artist (and one of the
founders of British
socialism), whose craft
works were located
ncarby. We were
delighted to find a beer
festival on here. With over a dozen beers to choose
from, we were rather spoiled for choice - Welton’s
Midsummer Passion was on particularly good
form. The joint attractions of the festival and
World Cup cricket on TV meant that we lost two of
our party here. The hardy four who remained
pressed on for the second half of the walk.

Our eighth pub was The Kings Head by Merton
bus garage, the second Young’s pub of the day. The
Special was excellent here. Unfortunately the rain
resumed at this point, and it was a long walk to the
next pub! We crossed Wandle Meadow and Plough
Lane (passing the former home of Wimbledon FC)
and continued up the west bank of the Wandle,
alongside towering clumps of hemlock and giant
hogweed. By the time we reached The Country
House in Earlsfield we were damp and weary. The
pub offered Courage Best and Directors and we
were briefly entertained by the antics of a crisp-
cating dog. Revived by fish and chips from a take-
away in Garrait Lane, we walked on through King
George's Park and into Wandsworth.

The rain had stopped again by the time we
reached The Spotted Dog, an ex-Wetherspoon pub
now owned by Ambishus. The pub had a good
range of reasonably-priced beers, including
Robinson’s Old Stockport Bitter. Colin, the
licensee, came over to join us, and intoduced us to
Greene King's 1799 bi-centenary ale, which was
superb (carrying a definte hint of cranberries). e
accompanied us (o our final pub, The Ship, a

continued on page N
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Craw!

SOUTHWARK CRAWL NO 4
SOUTHWARK STATIONTO LAMBETH NORTH STATION

’ve been north, east and west, only south is left. If Southwark Station is not open by
the time you read this then you may care to do the crawl in reverse.

Start as always in the Ring (Young's Bitter,
Pedigree and Burton) at the junction ol
Blackfriars Road and the Cut, then turn south
down Blackfriars Road to the Crown. On the
opposite side ol the road (No 173) you pass
Babuska, a restaurant, once the Old Kings Head,
selling Charrington IPA and London Pride
according o an old South East London Beer
Guide but I suspeet it sells nothing now. The
Crown sells the Bests of Courage (£2) and
Theakston. As well as a daily menu they also
have a pizza menu with a choice ol seven starting
at £3.90. Boules can be played here as well as
pool. A function room and beer garden are also
available. Unusual lighting.

Continuing down the road, turn right into
Webber Street to the Stage Door. Formerly the
Halfway House, it calls itsell the music
memorabilia pub and recently proclaimed itsell
as being “under new management [rom the boys
down under’. I think we have enough problems
with landlords from England, Wales and
Scotland who regularly deal with real ale without

continued from page 23

rambling Young's housce close to the Thames (and
reasonably close to the mouth of the Wandle!).
Colin had just got a round in when his mobile rang
- amember of stall at The Spotted Dog had gone
ot sick, and the boss had to retur straightaway.
Suchis life in the rade!” We punters wound down
over some more very pood Young s Ordinary and
reflected on a long but satistymy, day. The Wandle
had been well and truly conguered!

MARK BRAVIERY
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people from the antipodes trying to make a hash
ilit. However, every time | try the beer it has
been in good nick. They must have problems
with smokers here given the notices requesting
that fags be extinguished in the ashtray and not

on the floor. Ban smoking is the answer.

Turn down Gray Street towards Waterloo
Road. II"'you want food then turn left. The
Chinese Canteen and Masters Super Fish
Restaurant and Take Away are here. the [ully J
licensed restaurant seems o have an excellent
selection of over 20 fish dishes (skate £6.50).

Cross over; make your mind up time now.
Lither head north up Coral Street to the Duke of
Sussex or south to the Flowers of the Forest then
on to the Horse & Groom. The Sussex has sold
London Pride but on my last visit sold 6X
(£1.50) and Tetley. This two bar pub is decked
out with photos of local scenes and did a roast
beel sandwich for £1.80. “Hands ol the
barmaid’ said the sign. Pity really.

South instead and right into Webber Row.

The old Flowers ol the Forest used to be in
Blackfriars Road before it was demolished and
this pub was the Oxford Arms. Courage Best
was the only real ale on offer when [ visited but
pump clips for London Pride and Old Speckled
Hen were in evidence. A large array of food was
available and a newspaper library. To judge by
the number ol hooks in the ceiling it would
appear that a previous landlord had a collection
of jugs.

The Horse & Groom is just north of Lambeth
North Station in Westminster Bridge Road, north
of the Flowers of the Forest and cast of the Duke
ol Sussex. Despite its eight handpumps it still
sells only Courage Best (£1.96). Pool and darts
arc available upstairs. *Sizzling red hot value
food™ is advertised from £1.49 which amounts to
a chip butty. The alternative is the Pincapple in
Hercules Road. Flowers IPA, Pedigree (£2.00)
and 6X are available and food via an all day
breakfast or ploughmans (both £4.75) or chilli
con carne (£4.50). Nice glasswork.

Keith Emmerson



Great British Beer Festival

TALES FROMTHE PRESS OFFICE

BBF ‘99. What a week! - This years Great British Beer Festival was once again a huge
success. Over forty thousand people drank over two hundred and twenty thousand
pints from a choice of over seven hundred beers, ciders and perries.

If you were there then you know what everyone
else missed. (Do tell them as it will make them so
mad they missed it!) However, even if you were
there I am sure there are aspects of the festival you
knew little about.

In the press and publicity department we do all
the obvious things you'd expect but also some
more unexpected tasks.

Before the festival we naturally try to publicise
the festival in any way possible, from articles in
this very magazine to adverts in the national press.
Along with cverything in between these two there
are all sorts of other ways, from sponsorship deals
with likes of brewers and train companies to
courting corporate business through company
magazines. Add to this the first GBBF website,
which by the end of the festival had received
almost fifteen thousand hits, and crawls around
London getting posters into every pub possible,
you'd think that by the time the festival started our
job would be over. If only!

Opening day is the main time for the press and
trade to come out to play. The trade session, where
we get to spread the message to those who produce
and sell real ale, was over a third up in attendance.
There were TV crews by the bucket load and
journalists from both major national papers and
local and trade press. Add in an almost continuous
stream of radio interviews conducted remotely
from our own mini studio and it makes for a busy
day. Also on this day the Champion Beer of Britain
competition judging and announcements are held.

Advertise
in next month’s

LONDON DRINKER
from only £45

(quarter page - all inclusive)

call now
Barry Tillorook
0181 989 7523

The moment they are released the results have to
be sent to news desks all over the country (and the
world) along with posting on the world wide web.
This is inevitably followed by calls from all over,
and especially the winners local area, for
interviews and quotes from the brewer.

The rest of the week sees a slower but still
steady stream of press through our door including
some from slightly further afield. A Swedish
magazine, a plethora of writers from the U.S.A.
and a television crew from Russia were among the
highlights. As the week draws to a close things
start to quieten down but with a few mad moments
still. The Greene King take over of Morland was
confirmed during the week so we had to swing into
action again for some serious campaigning.

Come Saturday there were few journalists to
entertain so our skills were utilised in a more one
to one style of selling. The pub quiz was helped to
a record number of entrants by some hard sell
around the bars. Along with collecting survey
forms and running the prize draws it meant we all
looked forward to a rest the following week. If
only.

All the survey forms need to be compiled into a
database, so we can make future festivals even
better, and all media enquiries need to be
catalogued for use by the campaign in other arcas.
What’s more we start our planning for next year at
a meeting in carly September.

All this hard work is proved to be worthwhile
when you see the people flooding through the door
and enjoying quality real ale. It would be much
harder work were it not for the other cight hundred
or so volunteer staff who put on a festival that is a

joy to attend and be a part of. After all, what use is

publicity without bars and games and food and
music and all the people that make all these things
possible.

I like to send my personal thanks to all who
attended or worked at the festival as it is you that
make it what it is.

Maybe now is a good time to mention that the
Great British Beer Festival 2000 will be held at
Olympia from the [st - 5th August next year.

See you there!

Mark Bridges



Compiled by DAVIEE QUINTON

1 2 3

All correct entries received by first post on
29th September will be entered into a draw for
the prize.

Prize winner will be announced in the November

[.ondon Drinker.
Solution next month.

All entries to be submitted to:
London Drinker Crossword
25 Valens House

Upper Tulse Hill

London SW2 2RX

LAST MONTH’S SOLUTION

Crossword
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£10 PRIZE TO BE WON

ACROSS
I. Scrap right in the middle of hut. |5]
7. Shocks with energy involved but proves
attractive. 171
8. Fuel ran out on solemn occasion. | 7]
9. Paris, say, very nearly beat the lot. |71
1. Careless about girl. 16]
13. Killer loves having outsider around. 19]
15. Leader is apparently moral. 19]
19. Edward has pub preserved. 6]
21. Gathered to see last thiel secured. | 7]
23. Large victims for birds. 171
24. Ran round golf equipment lying in water. |7]
25. Eeclesiastic in play about drink. |51
DOWN
1. Peter Rabbit first to be given extra
protection. |5]

18

Write new title in silver enamel. [6]
3. Constraint of being fashionable in clothing.

[6]
4. Mincral used by great alchemist. (4]
5. Exercise monarch in former capital city. 6]
6. Fish left in hat. | 7]
10. A gunner seen with deserter on mountain. [6]
12. Defrocked priest showing sign of
mortilication. 16]
14. Quicetly get to know clergyman. |7]
16. Steal the Spaniard’s moncey. 16]
17. Allow a politician inside mine? Yes. 16]
18. At home show inclination to be mean. 6]
20). Girl reserved but very attractive. |5]
22. Double act gets the bird. |4]

Winner of the prize for the July Crossword:
Al Mountain, Chigwell, Essex.

Other correct entries were received [rom:

Pat Andrews, Geofl B, P.R.B, Sheila Blige,

John Blundell, Al Brewer, Alan Brooke, Ben Burfutt,
Liddie Carr, Brendan Cascey, Chas Creasey,
K.Creighton, Liam Crotty, Kathryn Everett,

Mike Farrelly, Andrea Finch, Marion Goodall,
Lileen Graves, Paul Gray, J.E.Green, Jonty Hawkes,
J.Hayes, John Heath, Billy Hernon,

Sheerluck Holmes, Hugh Jardonne, Tom Kemp,
Pete Large, Terry Lavell, K.I.May, Rab Noolas,
Stuart Osgood, Steve Piggott, Derek Pryce,

Lyn Randall, Geoll'S, Super Scooper, Mrs. B.Smith,
Bryan Smith & Isa Nunes, Young Smokey,

Bill Thackray, Tony Watkins, Martin Weedon,
Susan Wilson, David Woodward, Yak.
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Capital Pubcheck

., UPDATE 148

he aim of ‘Capital Pubcheck’ is to share information about the latest happenings on
the London pub scene including new pub and bar openings, name changes,
acquisitions, closures, notable changes to beer ranges ete. Cross references to CAMRA’s
various pub guides covering Greater London are also provided to enable easy updating.

Information is gathered from a variety of sources including London Drinker readers, individual
CAMRA members and branch contacts, breweries, pub operators, landlords ete. I you would like to
contribute to *Pubcheck” please send your news (o the address below. A pro-forma is available for
regular contributors.

A fairly quiet month with a sprinkling of new pubs including another Bass “All Bar One’
and a new free house specialising in Adnams beers, both in W1 Marylebone, and the latest
Ifuller’s ‘Kine Line’ in SW4 Clapham. A free house in SE10 Greenwich has reopened after
permission for conversion (o residential was refused, despite being located next to another pub.

The numbers in brackets after cach entry refer to the page number in the following guides: I -
Liast London & City Beer Guide, 3rd edition; K - Real Ale Drinkers Guide to Kent Pubs, 8th edition:
N - North London Beer Guide, 3rd edition; SIE - South Fast London Pub Guide, 4th edition; 3SE -
South East London Pub Guide, 3rd cdition; SW - South West London Pub Guide, 2nd edition; W -
Real Beer in West London: X - Essex Beer Guide, 9th edition.

I you would like to report changes (o pubs or beers, please write to: Capital Pubcheck, 2 Sandtoft
Road, London SE7 7LR.

some genuine lrish bric-a-brac including musical
instruments, old Guinness and whiskey bottles ete.
Polished dark wooden floors, ‘smokey yellow™ decor

NEW & REOPENED PUBS & PUBS
CONVERTED TO REALALLL

CENTRAL and TV. Downstairs ([izz) bar hosts a comedy club

WI(IF), RYANS PUBLIC HOUSE (BAR), 52 on Monday cvenings. Over 21s only. Food. Opens
Wells St. Courage: Best Bitter: Former wine bar 12-10.30 Mon-Eri only. Closed weekends.
converted o an Irish Free House in carly 1998 but WI(F), MORTIMER, 40 Berners St Adnams:
not previously reported. Two ground loor bars Bitter (£2.20), Regatta (rotates with other Adnams
divided into separate drinking arcas decorated with

APPLICATION TO JOIN CAMRA

I[/We wish to become members of the Campaign for Real Ale Limited and agree to abide by the

Memorandum and Articles ol Association of the Campaign.

INIUINTCUS ) soavamonmssossmmrmsmansss pyssiemssens nmms s o 158 5 S 55506558104 o4 2 AR S R SRR 05 £ AL A B

IR ..o vr s creum cemmrsmsmmmamvamsssmosmmpamemmnsossnsmmsn e messenmas s s o i T RS S R TP A TS S e MRV P

............................................................................................... POSEINE. comnomesmsmrssanarsmmssmmosmmrmsmasses

ST v sims e smnsmsmmmamo s ssasnssas samsssonsamnsn mamas s AR SA SRS B

1/We enclose the remittance for individual/joint membership.

Individual Joint Individual Joint
Annual Annual Lile Lile

UK and BEC £14 [ ] £17 [ £1o8 ] £204 []

Rest ol the World £18 ] £21 [] £216 ] £252 [

Student/Unwaged £8 [ ]

Disabled £8 ]

Retired £ [] €1 1] £96 [ £132 [ ]

Send your remittance (payable to CAMRA Lid) to: mm

Membership Seeretary, CAMRA Lid, 230 Hatfield Road. St. Albans, Herts AL 41L.W N
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Capital Pubcheck

CAPITAL PUBCHECK
UPDATE 148 continued

beers). New Chapel Inns Free House opened in
March 1999 in former shop premises under
(newish) apartment block. Large, airy rectangular
shaped modern bar in “minimalist’ (no clutter) style
with large clear windows, polished wooden [loor,
pale yellow and white walls, functional furnishing
with some sofas, subtle lighting and long mirror
along side wall. Long metallic bar counter
including “open” kitchen servery. Outside drinking
on terrace, disabled WC. Hot food, 12-2.30, 7
10pm. Expensive but a welcome outlet for real ale.
Apparently an example of a “pastro pub’. Open 12
Il Mon-Sat. Closed Sundays.
WIl(Mar), ALL BAR ONE, 5/6 Picton Place.
Draught Bass: Fuller: London Pride. Latest Bass
owned example of chain opened late June 1999 in
former shop and commercial premises. Usual
format but with a slightly softer feel with the odd
sola at the front. Raised seating arca at rear.
NORTH
N1, HOXTON SQUARE, 2/4 Hoxton Sq. No real
ale. A Free House/bar and kitchen in former
workshop premises.

SOUTH EAST
SE10, FOX & HOUNDS, 56 Royal Hill.
Reopened and renamed OBSERVATORY.
Draught Bass; Fuller: London Pride; Morland: Old
Speckled Hen. Free House reopened after being
closed for over a year during which an attempt (o
convert it for residential use was thankfully
thwarted. Completely refurbished in contemporary
style with stone flagged floors, wood panelled
walls, pale blue decor, light wood furniture and bar
fittings, chandeliers and prints of old Greenwich. A
new conservatory has been built at the rear, leading
o a (smallery parden. Clock behind bar measures
also (emperature and humidity. Opens all permitted
hours (SE98, U102, U130)

SOUTH WEST
SWI(P), PIMLICO TRAM, 6 Charlwood St.
Lverard: Tiger; Greene King: IPA. Welcome
reinstatement of real ale after live years by keen
guv’'nor. Other ‘guest beers’ from Greene King
quarterly list including Gale’s HSB and Wells
Bombardier may be added if sufficient demand.
Full refurbishment due, to kill off *60s Charrington
blandness. CAMRA members and real ale drinkers
welcome to help buck the trend towards fizz.
(SW44)
SW4, FINE LINE, 182-184 Clapham High St.

THE

MAYFLOWER

117 Rotherhithe Street, Rotherhithe, SE16
‘Telephone 0171 237 1088

Landlord Phil Glover inviles you to enjoy the unique
atmosphere of this historic "I hameside inn

Greene King IPA ¢ ‘Triumph
& Abbot Ale * Guest Beer

# Restaurant on the first (loor
overlooking the river

# Private jetly adjoming the bar

#& Open all permitted hours

Originally knowon as "I he
Shuppe in the village of
Rotherhithe, this inn s the
very one from which the
Mayflower set sail on her
historic voyage in 1620
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CAPITAL PUBCHECK
UPDATE 148 continued

l‘uller: London Pride. Latest Fuller's calé-bar

opened June 1999 in former shop premises.

Decorated in typical style with pine flooring and

furniture and mauve settees. Food, disabled WC.

Open 12-11 Mon-Sat, 12-10.30 Sun

SWI19, BAR MED, 21 Worple Rd. No real ale.

Free House/calé-bar in former telecom building.
WELST

W3, LEAMINGTON, 222 Horn Lane. Greene

King: Abbot (W65, U43, U87)

PUBS CLOSED OR CEASED SELLING
REALALE

CENTRAL
WI(S), SUN & THIRTEEN CANTONS. luller,
H removed. A sad decline in a once oasis lor real
ale in Soho and former GBG entry. (W44, US4,
U90, U132, U133)

EAST
BARKING, VOLUNTEER. Bass, demolished.
(X12)

SOUTH WEST

SWI19, KING LEOPOLD ARMS. Free House,
converted to Mexican restaurant (SW118)

WEST
W3, ALBION. Allicd. No real ale. (W64)
W3, GOLDSMITHS ARMS. S&N. No real ale.
(W64, U92, U107)
W3, PRINCE OF WALES. c¢x-Truman. No real
ale. (W65, U92)
W3, REDBACK. S&N, ex-Truman. No real ale.
F'ormerly GIN PALACE, originally WHITE HART.
(W65, U53, U92) '

W3, ROCKET. Free House (Labatts). No real ale.

(W65, U92, U9)
W3, SIX BELLS. S&N, ex-Watney. No real ale.
(W65, U68, U92)

OTHER CHANGES TO PUBS & BEER
RANGES

CENTRAL
WI(Mar), ARISTOCRAT. -beers listed;
1 Brakspear: Bitter; +Greene King: IPA; +up to 4
other varying, beers. Now open Sat afternoons.
W 33)
WiHMar), CITY OF QUEBEC. Renamed
OUEBEC (THE), still fizz, but 5 bottle
conditoned Belpran beers at about £3.251 Opens

Capital Pubcheck
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late Wed (o Sat evenings. Predominantly gay
clientele still. (W34, U8Y)
WIi(Mar), FATHER ED’S. Renamed THREE
CHEERS about a year ago, stll Irish themed.
(U129)
WIi(Mar), WILLIAM WALIACE. -Theakston:
Best Bitter: -Youngers: Scotch Bitter; +McEwan:
70/-; +Maclay: Wallace IPA. Formerly LINCOLN.
(W35, U93, U98, U129)
Wi(May), SPREADEAGLE. Now SPREAD
EAGLE (two words) once again! (W40, U90,
98, U100, U106)
W2, HOGSHEAD, 21 Drury Lane. Reverted to
SUN. -Fuller:London Pride; +Wadworth: 6X, now
only 2 guest beers on (H) and no casks behind bar.
(W50, U77)

SOUTIH WEST
SWI(P), WHITE SWAN. Guest beers include
Batemans, Ash Vine and Greene King Abbot
(regular quarterly guest). (SW44, U139)
SW4, FRIESIAN & FIRKIN,
Friesian; +Firkin: Best Bitter. No longer a brewpub,
beers supplied from other Firkin brewpubs. (SW6(0))
SW6, PADDY’S GOOSE. Now simply GOOSE
(THIE) and badged by Greene King as part of the
‘Pickled Newt” chain. (SW70)
SWI19, DOYLE’S. -Tetey: Bitter; +Fuller: London
Pride, Guest beer (currently Tolly Cobbold, 99p a
pint). (SWI17,U147)
MITCHAM, OAK & ACORN. Real ale rarely
available. (SW 147, U137)

WEST

HAMPTON HILL, ROEBUCK. -beers listed:;
+Badger: Dorset Best, Golden Champion Ale. Now
a bree House, ex-Truman. (W 1006, UY4)

beers listed except

CORRECTIONS TO UPDATE 147

NIEW & REOPENED PUBS ETC.

WI(S), MIDAS TOUCH opened June 1999.

E3, FAT CAT CAFE BAR is a Free House.
PUBS CLOSED ETC.

EC3, BAR EXCELLENCE refs should read
(U124, U139)

K9, RISING SUN. Formerly RETREAT.

SW3, RAT & CARROT (BEEHIVE). Formerly
Greene King.

OTHER CHANGES ETC.

WI(S), COACH & HORSES. Address is 29
Greek St

wW(C2, HOGSHEAD (IN COVENT GARDEN).
Formerly GILBERT & SULLIVAN.

SWI(B), SUNDIAL (ex NILE). Elffectively now a
Free House (leased from Bass).



Looking Back

FROM OUR ARCHIVES

WENTY TEARS AGO the cover of the September 1979 London Drinker listed the

prices of seven different beers at two pubs. Inside it was revealed that one was the
Shires Bar at St Pancras, There the cost of a round comprising a pint each of Rayments
BBA, Greene King Bitter, Ruddles Bitter and County amounted to £1.74, while the same
round in the other pub came to £1.97. Readers were invited to ‘Join the Drinker Value
for Money Contest’, nominating the best value pub and the most overpriced one, with a
two gallon prize for the entry coinciding with the judges’ opinion. Two gallons of beer then
would have cost what a typical round of four pints does now.

Doug Bateman’s [irst of three articles on real
bottled beers concerned the major breweries’
products. Una Warner discussed slimming and
alcohol intake, suggesting several recipes. New
county beer guides had been published for Kent
and Hampshire, the former just missing the
introduction of handpumped Fremlin™s Tusker
into 100 pubs. Ind Coope had announced that
within a year brewing of KK light mild would
cease. An innovation meanwhile was the
introduction to the UK ol a real Belgian bottled
beer, Gueuze Belle-Vue.

Poctry Corner” olfered an ode by “Henry
Wadworth Longlellow” to traditional pubs, beer,
cte. starting, ‘T must go down to the pub again, to
the welcoming pub in the town™. The Editors
offered a prize for any printable poem in similar
vein that could capture the less salubrious facets
ol pubs to be avoided.

FIFTEEN YEARS AGO the [ront cover frame
ol the September 1984 issue enclosed a
photograph ol the Pincapple, SEI, then a regular
monthly London Drinker pick-up point for
CAMRA volunteer distributors. Andy’s Editorial
discussed some pubs’ ban on people wearing,
motor-cycle clothing, quoting a request he had
heard for beer guides to include a *Bikers not
welcome™ symbol™. e concluded with a plea
opposing blanket discrimination against
recognisable minorities.

Brewery News brought quite a mixed bag.
Belhaven were busy buying London pubs, but |
never saw a drop of their real ale inone ol them.
Harp were budgeting £2 million on summer
advertising; time has shown that competition by
traditional brewers on taste alone is not enough.
Watneys were selling Hammerton Porter
(misprinted as Hamilton) at an unspecified
reduced price in 29 pubs. Young's were selling,
unpasteurised ale in plastic bottles via
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supermarkets. The introduction ol cask Brixton
Bitter and Battersea Brewery First Anniversary
Ale saw the first Conway Taverns beers not 1o be
served under blanket pressure from cellar tanks.
The Greyhound Brewery had been opened in that
Clifton Inns pub in Streatham and was producing
two cask ales.

“I'he price ol a pint” highlighted the huge
proportion taken by various taxes. Rail Rover 11
offered A fistlul of vouchers™ or “How they
brought the Gospel (Oak) to Grays, with Persil
vouchers used o travel between pubs along what
was then branded the Crosstown Linkline.

In “Licensing Hours - the 'True Story”, Peter
Roberts outlined the then ridiculous restrictions
of licensing hours that had resulted from the
1915 Defence of the Realm Act, applied to
London six months later than elsewhere. Despite
the 1988 Licensing Act, ‘DORA” has never been
wholly repealed, notwithstanding its origin as an
cmergeney wartime measure, as indeed income
tax was previously.

TEN YEARS AGO the September 1989 front
cover tied in with the start of Merton’s
Historicrawl of Clerkenwell and Smithficld,
fecaturing an 1870s photograph of St Johns Gate,
Clerkenwell, the one surviving mediaeval
eatchouse in London (it had led to a Priory, long
since demolished) and partly occupied by the
Old Jerusalem Tavern before 1900,

The Editorial noted many pubs’ failure to
display opening hours, a year after the law had
allowed (lexibility, and price lists, despite the
legal requirement to do so. Also discussed were
some customers’ complaints about pricing at
Olympia. It wasn’tas though the beer was
donated free.

The 5th edition of the comprehensive
Berkshire beer guide had appeared. The
Glassblower, W1, had changed ownership from



A genuine Free House featuring a

selection of the very best in Cask

Ales, Traditional Cider and Perry

® Mild always available

® (ask Marque quality award

® [.aTrappe Trappist ale & Pilsner
Urquell both on draught

@ l‘unction room [ree to CAMRA
members

® Thursday night is Quiz Night

® Jazz piano Sunday lunchtimes

® Jazz/Blues every Friday and
Saturday evening

® Open daily from midday

CAMRA

MORTH LOMDON
PUB OF THE YEAR
1995 &199%

26 Wenlock Road

London N1
0171 608 3406

Nearest Tube stations are Old Street
(exit 1) and Angel. Wenlock Road is
off City Road via Windsor Terrace
http://www.wenlock-arms.co.uk/

Looking Back

33

Clifton Inns to Chef and Brewer and was cited as
a contender for the dearest pub in London, with
prices averaging between £1.40 and £1.60).

Six years ol lager drinking had been diagnosed
as the cause ol rash. Seeing the light, the drinker
in question had switched to real ale.

FIVE YEARS AGO the September 1994 [ront
cover showed the Railway Tavern, Carshalton,
which was subject ol a pub profile written by
‘Molyneux™. The back cover was a full page
advertisement for the third Feltham Beer
Festival. Andy’s Editorial described some of the
Summer Ales he had recently sampled. Doug
Scott wrote of his trip to watch the first round of
the World Cup in the USA, with particular
references to the real ales he had encountered.
“The Four Holtsmen™ wrote ol their drinking off
Holts in the Manchester arca. Belgian beer was
the subject of *A Potted History™, the choice in
that country being some 400 contrasting brews
and styles.

At the Great British Beer Festival, Timothy
Taylor’s Landlord was Champion Beer of
Britain, followed that year by Coach House
Blunderbuss and Woodforde's Headeracker.

That more or less ties things up lor September.
Those ol you who were lucky enough to get to
GBBE, 1 hope you enjoyed it. Cheers!
Martin Smith
* Kk Kk Kk %k
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ldle Moments

I Iell() again. Well here I am sitting at my computer while the sun shines - ain’t it
always the way. Still never mind, this time next week (as I write this) I shall be off
on holiday so it’s bound to start raining soon.
I was thumbing through the old dictionary of quotations looking for something apt and in this week
of “experts™ telling us the World is going to change because of the total eclipse, I thought the
following one from Henri Poincarré (1854-1912) was quite apt:

Science is built up of facts, as a house is built of
stones; but an accumulation of facts is no more
science than a heap of stones is a house.

Of course WE know there is a total eclipse every
two or three years, don’t we - iCs just that they 're
a bit rarc over insular little Britain with its insular
little tabloid rcaders.

Right, let’s start with the answers to last
month’s number puzzles:
1. 12 Bar Blues
2. 3 Beats to the Bar in a Waltz
3. 4 Scasons in the Year
4. 1 Black Sheep in Every Family
S. 47Teats ona Cow’s Udder
6. 2 National Lottery Draws a Week
7. 75 is the New Car from Rover
8. | For'The Road
9. 32 Miles is the Length of the Channel Tunnel
10. 4 British Monarchs were Crowned m the
Twenticth Century

You know, sometimes when am cackmy my
brain for new number puzzies: e surprsed
that I haven'tused some Lrly obyvious (well,
think they are) ones before There are one o fwo
like that in this Tittle Tot:

I. 3R (RWand A)

2. TYI

3. 2WonallC

4. 10,000,000,000 AU a M
5. 7S (on the SC ol I%)

6. 3DE

7. 4R inanlGT
% 3CT

9. 8 EonaB-IFI'B
10. 4QDinaY

Now for the brewery anagrims, once again
starting with last month’s answers
DREW TEN DERWENT
HOT KIA GYM MIGIHTTY OAK
BUMS IN CAR CAMBRINUS
ED RAN JOHN'S TEAM
JONLIS AND MATHER
WEATHEROAK

PR b =

5. AWAKE TO HER

And so we proceed to this month’s anagrams:
1. AYL, WASP GAS

I FALL.ON BADGER

VILE MARES

WEATHER WIT

PHIL'S FAG

L e ]

When it came to 5BY4 time | thought I would
revert to a beery subject to try and keep some
kind of link with the rest of the magazine (just
once in a while [ try o), so I thought I would call
it “D-beers (No, nothing (o do with diamonds)™.
So here’s the beers:

I. Drovers

2. Dick Turpin

3. Daniel’s Hammer

A Darklin Mild

5. Draponslayer

GO Double Chance Bitter
/- Deep Shalt Stout

8 Delipht
9 Deachar's IPA
10 Dk Velvel

See b you can mateh them with these brewers:
A Lreeminer

13 Malton

' Coach House

1. Caledonian

1 Dylfryn Clwyd
I Cuckmere Haven
G. B&T

1. Thwaites

1. Pembroke

J. Kent

The answers are given at the end, as usual

And so as we draw to a close, let’s have the
answers (o last month’s trivial knowledge. If you
didn’t see last month’s London Drinker they
won’t mean a lot to you. Serves you right.

I. They are smaller islands of the Channel
Islands
2. Cerne Abbas

§O]



ldle Moments

3. Boy George 5. Whose staff, according to legend, grew into

4. Simon (Simon Smith and his Amazing the Glastonbury Thorn which supposedly
Dancing Bear; Simon Says) flowers cach Christmas?

5. Unchained Melody 6. Brazil won the former World Cup, the Jules

6. Harrow School Rimet Trophy outright when they won the

7. Edward VI competition for the third time. What is the

8. Public excecutioner name of the trophy which is presented to the

9. Birmingham World Cup champions now?

10. In the floor below the centre of the dome of 7. And in what year did Brazil win the Jules
St. Paul’s Cathedral Rimet Trophy outright?

5 , . 8. Inwhat year did lan Woosnam win the US
And now we have Idle Moments™ equivalent of Musiers: salPefmmmionshi
. L e B g ampionship

l!lc fat I;\'(l_y singing. Yes iCs Trivial Knowledge 9. And at what golf course is the US Masters

L gL o . . golf championship held?

b l,,‘”"d”” taxt d_”“"} ( rearge ‘S”"lhi was ”]_C 10. Which eponymous Shakespearcan king has
first molf)r'lxl in Britain to I?v convicted of daughters named Regan, Goneril and
drunk }|I'IVI'llg on the 10th September. In what Cordelia?
year did this happen?

2. By what name is Edward, the eldest son of And so as a parting gesture (different from the
King Edward II and Philippa ol Hainaut usual bi-digital one) here, as promised are the
better known? answers (o this month’s 5BY4:

3. Who was the most famous resident ol a 1-15, 2-C, 3-H, 4-1, 5-G, 6-B, 7-A, 8-J, 9-D, 10-I~
house called Bateman’s (nothing to do with And that’s it for another month. I'll be back next
the brewery) at Etchingham, Fast Sussex, time (so long as the editors haven’t got totally
now in the care of the National Trust? pigged off with my inane ramblings).

4. And who lived at 20 Forthlin Road, Allerton? Andy Pirson

) THE HEAD OF STEAN

Euston Station, London NW1 Tel 0171 388 2221
CAMRA

North London

PUB OF THE YEAR L“/E MUGlL
/
BEER FESTIVALS

13-19 September Tjazz and Blues
SEASIDE BEERS virtuosos
SHROPSHIRE SAXATION

8-14 November
GLOUCS & BRISTOL

December sometime
GERMAN BIERS

CALL FOR HELP! If anyone is going to any ISLANDS
around Britain in a car with space to spare, give us a call!

every Tuesday evening
from September 14

- groove on down, man!
Sorry about the DRUMMONDS beers - they

were awful, but weren't the BROWN COW
beers wonderful ?!?
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Adnams fine Sutfolk ales
including
Southwold Bitter
and Broadside

are regularly available throughout
the Nicholson’s estate

Crown Tavern, 43 Clerkenwell Green, ECI Leinster Arms, 17 Leinster Terrace, W2
Fox & Anchor, 116 Charterhouse Street, EC1 Catherine Wheel, 23 Kensington Church Street, W8
Viaduct Tavern, 126 Newgate Street, EC1 Devonshire Arms, 37 Marloes Road, Kensington, W8

Butlers Head, 11 Telegraph Street, EC2

Magpie, 12 New Street, EC2 Clifton, 96 Clifton Hill, St Johns Wood, NW8

Throgmortons, 27a Throgmorton Street, EC2 Antelope, 22 Faton Terrace, SW1
Rcf’ Lion, 8 Lombard (,';ourL EC3 Golden Lion, 25 King Street, St James’s, SW1
Ship, 11 Talbot Court, EC3 Paxtons Head, 153 Knightsbridge, SW1
Walkers of Fenchurch, 18 London Street, EC3 Red Lion. 2 Duke of York Street, SW1
Black Friar, 174 Qucen Victoria Strect, EC4 Walkers of St James, 32a Duke Street, St James’s, SW1
Old Bell Tavern, 95 Fleet Strect, EC4 Walkers of Whitehall, Craig Court, 15 Whitchall, SW1
Walkers of Holborn, Norwich Street, EC4 Australian, 29 Milner Street, SW3
Williamsons Tavern, Groveland Court, off Bow Lane, . . .
(4 Doggetts Coat & Badge, | Blackfriars Bridge, SE1

Horniman at Hays, Ilays Galleria, Tooley Street, SE1
Bloomsbury Tavern, 236 Shaftesbury Avenue, WC2 O1d Thameside Inn, Pickfords Wharf, Clink Street, SEI
Coal Hole, 91 The Strand, WC2 Southwark Tavern, 22 Southwark Street, SIE1
Globe, 37 Bow Street, WC2
Marquis of Granby, 51-52 Chandos Street, WC?2

Argyll Arms, 18 Argyll Street, W1

Barley Mow, 8 Dorset Street, W

Clachan, 34 Kingly Street, W1

Dog & Duck, 18 Bateman Street, Soho, W1
Northumberland Arms, 43 Goodge Street, W1
Shelley’s, 10 Stafford Street, W1

Three Greyhounds, 25 Greek Street, W1




