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‘Blacksmith’opens

Tne company originally set up by CALEA to own and operate a cha
fubs dpened 1ts secord Iondon pub las® month. "The Village Rlaci
in MI llreach,woolvwich,S718 was a former Courage house walch
Investments acquired last rear. after extensive renovatiors
building of ‘an extension to the bar space,tne ;ub re-ogened

C
an

fu

Tne pub has a "local® atmospaere wnich we nope will riot be %
the trendy market which all too often infests yood Real Ale (ubs 3r the
Cayaials altholgh: toc prices are a bit on the high side.the beer Is

teir; served Sp ¢oud condition. 4T tne time of writing the bre
werce Xolrp's Special and Ordinary Bitters,Shepnerd Neame Bit-er,
Courage Directors’ Bitter (of waitn “here is & desperate shortag
the area;. urening the pub,CAkAIL Sxecutive Director Chris £ s
tiiat the comyany h:ped to add a Mild to the range of brews scld.and
vould also be stacsxing the new beer from Simon's Tower Bridge

when tnat came on streamwm in the rext couple of monihs.

LONDON DRINKER is published by the B
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The views expressed in this publication
are tnose of tne individual contributors and
are not necessarily tne views of either the
London Zranches of CAlRA or the Campaigr for
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Advertising in LONDON :T:¥3F is not Editors
expensive - and the rmagazire is reaching an
increasing number of Beer Drinkers and pubd
users every menth.
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rices & the Budget

As expected,Chancellor Sir Geoffrey Howe's first Budget contained no
good cheer for drinkers. The increase in VAT to 15/ means that the
price of a pint in Iondon will go up - usually by 3p - and that a tot
of gin,whisky or rum will cost 2p more.

In his Budget Speech,Howe claimed that the new VAT rates would mean
an extra 2p on a pinte. This is true if the old price was 31lp,but ale
which cost more than that could be subject to bigger increases. And
since few of us in london were able to get our ale for 31p before the
budget,it is the bigger increase that we shall be asked to find in
most cases. But it's worth while knowing what is reasonable and what
isn'te

The abuse most likely to take place is that of rounding up. For
example,a pint costing 37/p before the Budget would be subject to an
extra VAT of 2.4 pence. Fine if the increase is rounded down to 2p,but
the chances are that most places will round up to 3p. And since there
are some pubs who only price a pint in steps of 2p because they feel
that we are "not interested in halfpennies" (how considerate of them)
you may be asked for an extra 4p.

We suggest that rounding up is not justitied,and that rounding
should be to the nearest penny. Thus,an increase of more than 2.5p
should be rounded to 3p,but an increase of between 2p and 2.5p should
be rounded down to 2p. Since the VAT increase ajplies to a range of
drinks in the pub,on average the losses from rounding down will be
cancelled out by the gaine fram rounding up.

The following table may help you if you are in doubt about the price
increases in your local

Price before the Budget "Reasdnable incredse" if
Fair Rounding applied

up to 38p per pint 2p
39p to S4p per pint 5p
55p to 69p per pint 4p
70p and over 5p

In other words,most beers should cost only 2p or %p more,and a tot of
spirits should only go up 2p. Of course the irony of the VAT increase
(as opprosed to a flat rate duty increase) is that the more expensive

pubs will be able to "justify" adding more than those pubs offering
their ale at fairer prices.

The intervention of the Budget has slowed up our search for value
as we have to wait to see how the VAT increase is translated to pump
prices. What we hope to do once the dust settles is to establish what
seem to be "Fair" prices for all of the more comron Real Brews found in
London. We hope that readers will then be able to compare what they
are being asked with the Fair Price and decide for themselves.




KK-howlong?

CavhAi Branches in the South Zast are fighting a rearguard action in
ar: atiempt to save a beer from extinction. The beer under threat is Ind
Ccoope's KK Light ild which is gradually being replaced with itself!
The only drawback is that "itself" is the “eg version of KK - an
emasculated,ingi} id joke drink which is lescribed as "Fale", The term
is apt enoigh,for the "beer" is a pale imitation of the Real,cask KK
which it is replacing.

Only a few pubs in Iondon sell the cask KK,which is a great pity,as
many drinkers find it superior to the more widely available Romford
Bitter. We reckon that it's well worth while seeking out the pubs
whicn 4o sell XK. And if you do try it,and enjoy the beer,why not tell
Ind Coope so. Tne adiress of the Brewery is Ind Coope Ltd,High Strect,
komford, issex.

You can find ¥K in the followinp London pubs:-

The Rising Sun, South Strect,Romford
Beehive,Little Bury street,Edmonton, NY

william IV, 192 Hertford Road,Edmonton,N¢

Railway Bell, East Barnet Road, New Barnet

Sun and Woolpack, 640 Hertford Load,infileld Hignway
lLetchford Arms,leadstone Lane,Hatch Znd

Ceorge TV, Marsh Road,Pinrer

Vine,3tanmore 4ill,Stanmore.

Royal Oak,Coombe Poad,New NMalden

But beware. As this ale is urder some threat,it is pomsible that you

may not find it in the pub when you get there. It's worth phoning in
advarce in order to be safe.

. Weymouth based brewers Devenish are set to make a push for more Free
Trade outlets in the Iondon area. At present their Wwessex Best Bitter
(0G 104%) is available around 30 pubs and clubs in London and the ‘ome
Counties. Iondon pubs we know of currently selling the beer include:-

ing's Head ,Harrow-on-the-Hill
Moon Inn,Holborn

The Cobblestones,Streatham
Larlers,N1C

Bricklayers Ayms,=C

sel Pie Inn,”wickenham
woodman Arms,Battersea

. whitbread have opened a third pub in Chiswell Street where their
Head Offices are situated. The "Chiswell Street Vaults" is built under
the Directors' llouses - and is the first of their Chiswell Street pubs
to serve Real ile - Marlow Bitter on handpump.
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COMPETITIVE SPIRIT

I REFER to J. Watson’s letter, ** Morning Advertiser "
May 9, *“ CAMRA's allegations of profiteering."”

We are in fact the beer agency which meets Mr.
Watson half way to Margate in order to supply him
with a good range of traditional ales. The reason
we meet half way is to keep down costs so that
eventually the customer does not have to pay more
and that our customers (the pubs) remain competitive.

However, 1 agree in the main with Mr. J. Watson’s
comment that CAMRA's “ Good Beer Guide” could
contravene the sale of goods legislation as I am also
the proprietor of a couple of free houses in Central
London.

— i

——

One, the Sun, in Lamb's Conduit Street, W.C.1, is
the acknuwledged inner sanctum for those who enjoy
a variety of traditional ale.

At the Sun we display over 40 different traditional
ales on a fortnightly basis and yet we are not in the
* Good Beer Guide.”

Perhaps if CAMRA ever do a guide on five-star
London hotels they will omit the Savoy . . . jealousy
1 wonder?

ROGER N. BERMAN,
(Chairman, B. & W. Beer Co.
63, Lambs Conduit Street,
London, WC1 3NB.

—— e —— ——

The tone of tne above letter,which appeared in a recent edition of
the licensees' trade paper,the "Norning Advertiser" suggests that the
writer thin«s that because he sells 40 different Real Ales he must be

automatically entitled to be in the Good Beer Guide.

is exactly what

Not so. The GBGC

it says it is - a selection of pubs which sell Good

Beer. The number of brews is irrelevant,for it is the quality of the

ale that countse.

Nominations for inclusion in tne Guide are the responsibility of the

ALRA Branch in the area concerned.

Their task is to look at the pubs

which sell Real Ale and reccommend those which sell a good pint. Since
tne CAMKA branches are totally impartial in their appraisal,it mekes
nonsense for Mr. Berman to claim jealousy as a motive,

This year,several pubs selling reasonable Real Ale were excluded from
the GBC because they were grossly overcharging. One pub was not even

considered because lab tests carried out on CAVRA's

behalf revealed

that the beer was regularly being watered.

we can only sug.est to Mr. Berman that if he fecls that his
establishment (40 Real Ales are far too many to keep well) should
be in the next Good Beer Guide,he should endeavour to meet the high
standards which the otner 200 odd pubs in FLondon featured manage to
maintain. This is likely to prove far more fruitful than whining to
other licensees in tne columns of the "Morning Advertiser"

Where you can help

Altnough the 1¢7¢ CA¥i A Good Beer Guide appeared only a few months ago,
work is already under way in the selection of pubs for the 1980 Guide.
The London Brancnes of CANRA will be devoting considerable time to
checiking out tne many candidates for inclusion - but readers can take
part too. 1f you feel that a pub you know merits inclusion,let the
Editor of LONDCM DKINKSR knowe Your suggestions will be forwarded to
tne relevant local CANMKA Branch so that they can visit the pub.
i1ease let us know by the 31lst of July.




The Big Six- [
Whitbread

In the third of our series on the Blg Six and
their activities in London,ROBIN BENCE writes
on VWHITBREAD

The foundation of the modern company was laid on Dember 1llth 1742
when Samuel Whitbread, newly arrived from the family home in Bedford-
shire, set up as brewer on the corner of 0ld Street and Whitecross
Street, just outside the City of London. Today, Whitbread & Co Ltd is
the third biggest brewer in the country with over 7100 pubs, and yet
can still justifiably claim to be a family firm. Not only is the

_company's titular head, Colonel Whitbread, still extremely active in a
number of fields, but other members of the family still occupy import-
ant positions within the company.

The first expansion took place in 1750, when Samuel bought the
King's Head Brewery, which stood on part of Whitbread's present site
in Chiswell Street. Brewing had already been carried on here for over
a century and was to continue until 1975 when much of the site was
sold for commercia! developmert. The very first brewery tc be closed
by Whitbread was that of Martineau and Bland, of King's Steps, Lambeth,
in 1812. A precedent was set then which has been followed many times.

A Whitbread pub in Lewisham Redevelopment at Chiswell St

- g




Early growth was rapid, and by 1787 Whitbread was the biggest
brewer in London, producing over 150,000 barrels of porter that year.
Like most contemporary London breweries, all output was of this type
and no ale was produced until 1834. At this stage, breweries owned few
pubs themselves, and of the slightly over 600 pubs selling Whitbread
beer, only 29 were leased to the brewery. Already though, the seeds
of national expansion were sown, as over 200 of these houses were
outside London, including a number in Ireland. VYears of steady growth
in sales led to the incorporation of the company in 1889, when still
only 60 pubs were owned directly. But the injection of new capital
through the sale of shares to the public saw 12 new depots opened
across the country in less than 15 years, as well as at Tottenham and
Lewisham, and at last Whitbread was a truly national company. It is
certainly the only brewery to have reached that degree of coverage by
the quality of its products rather than its ability to buy up competitors.

The export market wasn't ignored either, and a bottling depot was
opened in Brussels in 1904, and a second in Antwerp in 1906. For
fifty years, dray loads of cask beer were exported to Belgium, until in
1954 the export beer went 'bright' and road tankers were used instead.

A short-lived change in policy took place in the 1920's when three
Kent breweries were acquired direct, possibly the first takeover by
Whitbread since the Bromley Brewery had been absorbed in the 1830's.
Jude Hanbury and Frederick Leney of Wateringbury and Mackeson of Hythe
were bought out in 1928; andthough the latter's bottled stout became
nationally available, the other local beers were gradually replaced
by Whitbread's own products.

Another 20 years were to pass before any further breweries in the
south-east were taken over, and in 1950 the Wiitbread 'umbrella' was
opened for the first time. This was a natural extension of the
company's 'family' philosophy, by which smaller brewing firms were
adopted, rather than the process which was becoming ever more common
in the industry of acquiring and closing down competitors. Substantial
shareholdings were bought in companies which, reinvigorated by fresh
capital and expertise, continued as autonomous units, though selling
some Whitbread beers. The first company to approach Whitbread in this
way was Andrew Buchan (Rhymney Breweries); by 1961 the umbrella was
sheltering 17 regional companies. In that year the first adopted
brewery sold out completely - Tennants of Sheffield - and thus began
the Whitbread empire that exists today. Although the process that
continued throughout the 1960's has been likened to a mother gobbling
up her young, the company maintains, with not a little justification,
that the request to be taken over always came from the smaller brewer,
and that many companies were so run down that closure was a probable
alternative. However the brewing climate of the 70's is vastly

Takeovers in the South East since 1900

Whitbread & Co Ltd

I\n[ey Strlnqs Colbb Da[le Flowers Fie[den Flitton [Jude HLnbury Frenluns La'con F LJncy
Peters- Romsey Margate Cambridge Luton & Fareham Stotfold|Wateringbury Maidstone Great W'bury
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Mackéson  Tomgon I rl
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Wooburn Reading Tunb Wells S'sex Ashwell Royston wWhite Barnet Maidstone
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1936




changed from 10 years Before, and many former directors must now reguet
their deecision to sell. Their former employees too otten have cause
for reqret.  Although Whitbread's record ol brewery c¢losure tu helLer
than that of ather large brewing groups, many have cescd Lo brew,
rhymne:, Brewery, the first in the group, ¢losed in 1978 and is now
movely a depot. Amongst the remaining 'umbrella' bieweries still
operat ing imicpendent |y are Marstons, Moriands, Brahspears and

Badd et or Although rumours constant ly eireulate about thear future,
moast ol these quisi-subsidiaries avpear to have a secure shorl torm

TO e as aulonomins  coman bosn .,

Wit bvead confidently assert Lkhat they provide a wide product
tange in their pubs, and seven of their tifteen breweries producce
15 difforent cask conditioned beers. HBul the distribution wf real
leers in their pubs is very upeven.  Only in Wetheved's or Whithread
Weasex pubs might voun find more than two real beers on sale, ind
ipart from the southern coastal counties and the Thames Valley, a
local real beer guide is always necessary to select the right pub.
Bven in Lendon, where other brewers are selling huge amounts of real
ale, only about one in four Whitbread houses sells Wethered's hand-
pumped bitter. And that peoor showing is not due to reluclance on
the part of l.ndlords ta stoeck cask beer. Someone, somewhere 18
draaging his feot.

Compare that with the company's attitude te lager, still very
much @ minority appeal drink commanding less than a vwuarter of
laotal beer sales in England and Wales. Almost every single Whitbroad
pub sel ls Heincken, with whom a tradinag agreement has oxisted since
1961, and many sell Stella Artois as well. But there is nothing
Puteh or Belgian abhout the Whithread version, which is brewed in such
wonderful places as luton.  And te put the ever more silent ' lager
boom! into perspective, sales of stella, their premium lager, have
just topped 100,000 barrels a year. ‘$hat's only aboul 9 gallon
weelk for every Whitbread pub = hardly the sort of turnover to juslify
the hysterical recepticn and promotion aftorded to lagers generally.

Finally, Whilbread must be given credit for changing their
ittitude toward the use of the brand name '"Trophy'. Only 12 months
Ao, the company was producing at least 2% versions of bitter beer
sround the country sold as Trophy. Now, the name has been reserved
solely for bright, tank or keg versions - a mere 19 at present.

All the cask cunditioned Trophy is being progressively renamed with
a local identity, for instance P'remlin's Bitter. So if you want
real ale in a Whitbread pub, and who doesn't, steer clear of Trophy.

® A new beer from the Whitbread stable ajpeared in South kast Iondon
last month. "Tusker",a strong Bitter brewed by Whitbread Fremlins in
Faversham is on Sale in the "Hare ard Billet" ,Blackheath Comron,5£%,
and in two other pubs whose names we have not yet been given,

Tusker is a well-hopped bitter of 0G 1046° which Fremlins introduced
into Kent a few months ago. In the pubs concerned it replaces the
Marlow-brewed Winter Royal which was being sold during the winter months
We hope to have more details of the beer's availability next issue.

@A CAVKA representative is currently apjpearing every wesk on the LEU
local radio station. Robin Bence,a member of the Campaign's Natiohal
Executive,and a member of LONDON DRINKER's Editorial board,talks on
issues relating to beer and pubs every Wednesdey afterncon at around
2,50 The programme is usually repeated but not at apecific times,
Tune to 261 metres MNedium Wawe to hear it.
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™Bitter Experience

120 Lee Road, Blackheath, SE3
mszme - 852-98(9

B"iﬂg‘l\g you the best in realale,
fuﬂ. Wines, and Home ng.“ad
w SE LonpoN gou Can haw tiaditional.
ole fresh from. the barrd. un your
fome ]US" fwuﬂ 0-(;:3 WM
container, or +f you prefer, tuke
auhy wn ope ofours,;ofouja,
Small depasit echa.. bl also
stock Q. com Eng
Wines uw&«::; f?,i%
Sdected House Wire, offering
«Wﬂﬁ% 5°°d volue, quLar
varietws of bottted gnd. canned.
beersand logers plus 3o ormort
bottled bours fron braditional
real ale prewerws are odso
avatlable, The range of drauﬂht
berrs varws €och wak ,with
aluoys 6-8 to choote from .
A (uide vaage a{ Polm,;,\; and

gukU\S are oxttable for porkus
ases for tuw\/ nodxage

Experieriee
@&&g

Open Lill 10pm every day - ©ccept Sundy 12-2.00pm




Chislehurst crawl

As part of our occasional series on the pubs
of various parts of London,ROGER MAYHEW of the
Campaign's Bromley Branch describes how to make
the most of an evening's ale sampling in rural
surroundings - in CHISLEHURST

lyi ng about 12 miles from Central London,Chislehurst gives the beer
drinker an opportunity to sample Real Ale in 10 pleasantpubs during a
leisurely stroll through woods and over common land little changed in
the last 50 years. Chislehurst is 20 minutes away from London Bridge
by rail (Chislehurst 3.R. Station)

The area bounded by the comuon has eight pubs which can all be
reached by walkinge Leaving Chislehurst Station,turn right amd then
left into Summer Hill. At the top,nestling in the grassy valley lies
the "Ramblers' Rest",an extrememy picturesque pub. Behind it,and
connected by an alley-way,is the "Imperial Arms"” (featured in the

1979 Good Beer Guide). Both pubs sell Courage (London) Best Bitter
and Directors' Bitter on handpumps.

]

\ T

GREEN LANE

5
§
+Ch. <

WHITE HORSE HILL.

-5

1. Rambler's Rest 6. Gordon Arms

2. Imperial Arms 7+ Bull's Head

%, Fox and Hounds 8. Tiger's Head
4, Queen's Head 9+ The Crown

5e White Horse 10. Bickley Arms
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Leave the "Imperial Arms" via 01d Hill koad and at the cricket
ground turn let't into Prince Imperial way which leads into Chislehurst
fiigh Street. On the left is the "Fox and Hounds",a modern two bar pub
selling Thomas wWethered's Bitter on handpump. Opiosite is the large,
imposing "Queen's Head" which was previously a home brew pub,built
alongside Chislehurst jond. The pub sells Ind Coope (Romford) Bitter
and Burton Ale on handpump,and is popular at lunchtime for excellent
Plougnman's lunches.

I1f you are feeling energetic,2 other pubs are within easy reach.
“he "Gordon Arms" in Creen Lane has handpumped Directors' Bitier and
at the top of Wwhite Horse Hill the "White Horse" sells Wethered's on
nandpump e

Return along Centre Comron Road past Chislehurst War Memorial to the
"Bull's Head" a large ivy-covered pub tfamous throughout North West Kent
for its excellent restaurant. This popular pub sells Young's Special
and Ordinary Bitters on handpump plus Winter warmer when available.
Leave the pub via Church Road and cross the common to the "Tiger's Head"
which sells Courage Best Bitter anmd Directors'. The pub is pleasant
ingide and has a beautiful outside drinking area in the shadow of St.
Nicholas' Church.

Across the green two minutes' walk away is the "Crown" which has
Shepherd Neame Special and Bitter. The pub is recently redecorated
inside and customers use the comon as a large and delightful garden in
Sunmer.

1f you have planned your journey well,you should have time to visit
the last pub - the "Bickley Arms" on 0ld Hill. Next to Chislehurst
Caves,it has Courage Directors' on handpump. Just round the corner is
Chislehurst Station where you can catch the train home leaving behind
one of the few unspoilt drinking areas in Creater London

Letters

Dear Sir,

I understand that at a recent meeting in West London a beer
from an East Anglian brewery was masquerading as being the first
known tasting of Simon's Tower Bridge Bitter. I am not sure if the
hoaxers intended it as a compliment/insult to/from Simon's Tower
Bridge Brewery from/to A®**¥i1g,

1f you as drinkers are frustrated at waiting for my beer
to come on stream,how do you think I feel!l 1 am working as hard as
I can to get into production as soon as possible,and I am hoping that
the first brew should be available during the Summer.

Your thirsty local Brewer,
Simon Hosking
Simon's Tower Bridpe Brewery

218 Tower Bridge kd
London SE1 2UP_
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Reql Ale
in literature

MILBURN LiUIR,a renowned lliterary scholar and
member o CAMRA's Carlisle Branch has come up
with some startling evidence that the Big Six
have been 1ndulging in censorship of books
sympathetic to the Real Ale cause. Below,he
reviews some newly discovered manuscripts.

NECTAR OF THZ GODS = Albert von Dannikin

The author proves conclusively that Real Ale was introduced to this
planet by visitors from another world. Atlantis is revealed as the
rirst keg brewery. It was destroyed in a gigantic gas explosion.
Stonehenge is apparently all that remains of a cosmic advert. The
advert started somewhere near Thurso but apart from the letter 'I'
formed by Hedrian's wall and the full stop (Stonehenge) Mr. von D. has
not been able to work out the text.

THe BRowekS KARAMAZOV - Fred Dostoevsky

An exposee of the six evil Karamazov brothers who formed a large
congortium that all but wiped out real ale brewing in Imperial Russia.
It was Karamazov Keg which led to the Russians turning to Vodka and,as
the author sug;ests,was indirectly responsible for the Kussian
Revolution. There is some light relief in this rather sombre book
when one of the Karamazovs is chopped up by Brian Raskolnikov,a small
brewer.

THis GODFATHAR - Malcolm Pugzo

The rise of Don Whitleone,whose keg empire spreads to take in the
whole country. keal Ale brewers are gunned down ruthlessly by the
Don's "Button men" led by the fierce Lager Brasi. The book covers the
"Big Six" war when keg,eries all over Britain were hit by the mobsters.
The Don's son,Michael, has plans to make his father's business legiti-
mate by turning over to brewing cask-conditioned ale but has to fight
the other five "families" who fear this unfair competition.

CALL OF THE MILD - Jock London

One man and his dog strug,le through the snow from Burton to Penrith
with a consignment of Marston's Merrie Monk. Using a dog sledge due to
the lorry drivers' strike they make the hazardous journey over Shap
where the man dies in a fight with an ICI driver taking essential gas
supplies to a keg factory near Leading.

Can the Pedipree dog bring the mild through to the beleaguered town
on his own? :
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THE ALE OF TwO CITIES - Cliff Dickens

A sociological study by this prolific writer of the drinking habits
of the inhabitants of two different areas., One city - identified only
as Metroville - has a high ratio of keg outlets while the other city
- "X" ~ is almost entirely Real ile.

Dickens' notes of life in Metroville are clear and lucid. It is
apparent that he has obaerved the city very closely and the book is a
damning indictment of the life-style of its denizens. Although it is
clear that he enjoyed his stay in "X",his notes are very difficult to
wderstand and the print seems blurred.

RING OF BRIGHT BukR = Geoff Maxwell

Brakspear the Otter lives near the village of Gentle Boozinge. Tne
six pubs which surround the village are owned by an independent Real
Ale Brewer who operates from a small brewery in the village,

Brakspear is saddsned when the brewery is taken over by a competitor
and %turned into a keggery. e is unable to get his accustomed brew -
stolen from the tap rooms which have now been converted to tank beer.
Hisg epic fight with "Tankard" the hound in a cellar ends tragically
when they when they are both electrocuted.

CANTZKRBURY AL&ES - Gerald Chaucer

This was the very first Cood Beer Guide, Jt was roundly condemned
at the time of its writing by the Guild of Gas Bottlers who said that
Gerald was a "Manne of lowe morrales",

Although very explicit about the goings on in the pubs he mentions,
Gerald gives us little information about the pubs themselves. For
example,does the "Millers" have handpumps,and is there a lounge bar in
the "Pardeners" ? The "wife of Bath" sounds an interesting name for a
pub,but Gerald does not give us any explanation for it.

An excellent book overall,but Gerald fails to explain some of the
local terms for the difi'erent food and drinks. For example,he does
not say if & "hogses tourd" is a drink or a bar snack - but it does
sound agpetising.

WATER IT DOWN ~ Charlie Adams

A delightful fantasy about a family of keal Ale brewing rabhits. They
foolishly agree to a merger with "weasels' Keg" ard lose all their
friends and customers, The family try +to regain control and oust the
weasels,but are unsuccessfuls Finally they flee the town in search of
a new place to set up in business,but most of them are drowned or end
up in pies.

A delightful present for your children.
(We are gratelful to the BEditors of CARLALE, the

newslet@er of CAMRA's Carlisle Branch,for their
permission to reproduce fthe above article)
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Drinker Xword 5
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Mays winner

Richard J Baughan
Muswell Hill N1O

Across

l. 19 5 from the North East (8)

5. See.l9 across

C. State of Mayfair Girl (7)

10. Lives (6)

12. 19 5 from the Thames Valley (9)

13. I moan for the girl (5)

14, Island 19 5 (4)

16. Gives Heatn tne bird and is improved (7)

19,5 across. Good company for the CAMRA
supporter (4,3,6)

21. Mushy peas in church (4)

24, Zero malt? It tastes as though it
might havel (5)

25+ Yorkshire 12 5 - not to be confused
with John (2,6) .

27. Pay no attention (6)

28. Romford's reluctant 15 5 (3,5) -

29, The end of Rugby (2,4)

%0. One of Jason's crew (8)

Down

1.
2.

50
‘bo
(e
8.
Aks
15.

17.

18.
0.
21,
23,
26,
274

Has Mr.Checker got a becr gut (6)
Divisional Inspector's inside the
average - that's about average (6)
What saxophonist needs for a blow-job (5)
The smell of Sodium is starting to grow (7)
North-Western 19 5 (9)
19 5 Wilts (8
Kevokes (8)
Crustacean caught by oarsman? (4)
World organisation changed - but it's
still the same! (9)
Ours is a million times big,er than the
Americans' (8)
Hertfordshire 1¢ 5 (8)
Stirred teas for Orient (4)
Morn ale for hospital ofticial (7)
We hear your bum's sore - say so (6)
Big Creek? (5)

Hird (5)

Send comgleted entries to Brian Sheridan,6 Ashburton Road, Croydon,
Surrey to arrive’'by August l4th. The winrer drawn from the hat will
be invited to be the guest of the Editors of LONDQN DRINKER at the
Preview of the Great British Beer Festival on Sunday September 2ni.
Naturally,the winner's ale will be on LOND:W DRINK:R.
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Lager corner

We have beecn requested by several readers to give a little of our
space in LONDON DRINKEER over to the lager drinker, Because lager
drinkers are not like the rest of us,these readers feel that the poor
unfortunates should have something to brighten their day.

In response to this moving plea we are devoting a little space to
a crossword competition especially for lager drinkers.

Across Down 1 2
l. "_'s a Kneokoutr (2) 1. Opposite of out (2) 3
%3+ Opposite of yes (2) 2. Opjosite of from (2)

Send your completed entry (get Mumry or Daddy to help if you like)
together with £5 entry fee to "Lager Corner" ,LONDON DRINKER,Heineken
House ,Northampton,Denmark to arrive by next Christmas Day. The first
three correct entries drawn from the funny hat will win a prize of a
free handbag size bottle of lime to put in their lager,

JFrom Denmark with {ove

The story so far,

Sven,a visiting lager brewer from Dermark,is alone in his Northampton
hotel when he encounters Nigel,an advertising copywriter and spare time
dress designer. As they sip their Carlsberg and lime,a bond of friendship
burgeons between them. Nigel stays too long and misses the last train
which should have taken him back to his Chelsea flat., Sven offers to
put him up in his room. As they prepare for bed,a look is exchanged,and
the two realise what must inevitably happen.

Now read on

Nigel faced Sven,trembling. He felt a weakness in the knees tnat he had
never before experienced. Those holidays witn Jeremy and Norman had never
been quite like this.

"Doe nert be efraid,Nigel" smiled Sven."You moost be knowing that this
wood happen" . He crossed to Nigel and took him in his arms. As their lips
met in a decp kiss,Nigel thought he could detect the faintest arome of
Roses' on Sven's tongue,intimately mixed with his CO, - scented breath.

As he surrendered totally to Sven's passionate embrace,and felt the older
man's strang hands gently exjlore his tanned young body (continued page 69)

g S50

15



Cooking with Una

HAM WITH GUINNESS

Put a large piece of ham (2-41b) into a pan,add an onion,a sliced
carrot,8oz lentils,mixed herbs,% pint bottle of Guinness and water to
covers

Bring to the Boil,and simmer for 2-3% hours according to size.

To serve,remove tne ham and slice thickly. Serve with the strained
vegetables and boiled potatoes and the gravy from the pan. The ham
is also delicious served cold.

(Acknowledgementsi 3.2 London CAMRA's “"Hop Vine")

. Trumans have announced that their Tap Bitter will soon be sold in
h% and 2% gallon polypins for the take home and party trade. As far

as we are aware,this is the first time that one of the Big Six brewers
has gone into the Feal Ale in' poiypins market. We hope that others will
follow suit.

- Meanwhile,Truman's sister company in the Grand Met Group,wWatney

(London) are establishing what may be another Big Six milestone for
this part of the world. On Thames TV they have been running a series
of' three commercials for London Bitter which stress the traditional
nature of the beer. Admittedly CAMRA is none too happy about the use
of air pressure pumps to serve the beer,but it's refreshing to see
one of the Big Six putting its ad money behind a product which has
genuine quality instead of behind some grotty keg or lager. If only
Bass would do likewise for cask Bass instead of keg 'E',or Courage
for keal Best Bitter instead of the pressurised version,we might even
start to believe the claims that advertising is meant to inform and
not to persuade the gullible.

- A disturbing practice prevalent among some of the Big Six these
days seems to be the selling of some of tneir Regional beers in keg
form in London. Although no false claims are actually made,the
impression is not exactly dispelled that these are traditional ales.
In two cases (Stones in Bass Charrington pubs;Wilsons Great Northern
Bitter in Watney houses) the picture is further confused by the fact
that the two brews are often Real Ale in their home areas but keg
down here. At the time of J}iting,we know of no real Stones' or
Great Nortnern Bitter in Lomdon - so be careful., As for John Smiths'
Yorkshire Bitter,this is not available in Real form anywhere - even
in its native Yorkshire,where it is justifiably despised by many beer
drinkers. But remember not to confuse John Smith's with its next
door neighbour from Tadcaster,Sam Smith's. Sam Smith's in London is
generally Real Ale.
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Pub news

@ rrom CROYDON comes & rare piece of bad news. keal Ale is no longer
on tap a the Addington Hotel,New Addington - but only because the pub
has closed.

@ 7he William Camden at BEXLEYHEATH Station is now selling wWethered's
Bitter on handpump. However,the price before the Budget was 46p a pint!
This pub must be another strong candidate for the "Rip-off of the Year"
@ In BROMIEY both the the Railway Hotel in Kast Street and the Swan
and Mitre in High Street are serving Ind Coope Romford Bitfer on hand
pump .

@ 1Ind Coope Burton Ale has gone on sale in two BARNET pubs. The
Albion in Union Street has Burton on handpump as does the White Lion
in Ste.Albans Road. The latter also has Romford bitter.

@ vethered's Bitter is now sold on handpumps in the Golden Lion,
Golden Lane,=Cl in the CITY. Not far away in Finsbury Pavement,the
Jondon General is ofiering handpumped Charrington IPA and Bass.

@ Two RAST END pubs merit a mention this month. The White Swar in
Alie Street,El is selling Ind Coope Burton Ale on handpump. The
Scarborougn Arms in St. Marks Street E1 has adied Bass to the 1A
already on tap.

@® The Dolphin,High Street,SUITON is now selling Courage Directors'
Another Sut on pub,the New Inn,was the scene of a recent Croydon &
Sutton Branch €elebration Social to mark the appearance of wethered's
Bitter on handpumgp.

. Wethered's Bitter is also on sale at the Fox and Hounds,High St.
CHISLEHUKST. This pub is mentioned in the article on Chislehurst
elsewhere in this issue.

@ Another new Wethered's outlet - the Rose and Crown,HIGHGATE High
Street.

@ Burton Ale is now available at the King and Tinker, Whitewebbs
Lane , ENFIKID.

@ 1In VAIDEN MANCR, the pub of the same name has Courage Directors'
Bitter on handpump.,

@ The ship,2:8 long Lane,SOUTHWARK,SEl has hand pumped Courage Directors

@ Finally,another new Directors' outlet = the Eed Lion,ked Lion Road,
TOLWOKTH. :

CAMRA's South West London Branch will be staging the Second
Norwood Beer restival next month in Norwood Hall,Knight's Hill,SE27.
The festival will run from Thursday August 23 to Sunday August 26th.
As well as a range of Real Ales,there will be fogd and entertainment.
Opening hours are 5.30p. to 10,30 pe.m. on the Thursday and Friday,
11 a.m. to llpem. Saturday,and 12noon to 2p.m. on the Sunday.

Norwood Hall is opposite West Norwood (Southem Region Station)
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Branch diary

Below is a list of forthcoming ¥eetings and Socials organised by CANVRA

branches in Ipndone.

Where no entry appears for a Branch,you should contact the Branch
representative listed under "Branch Contacts)

BROL'LEY

CROYDON é: SUTTQN

EAST LONDON & CITY

-KINGSTON AND LEATHeKIIGAD

"NORTH LONDON

SOUTH EAST LONDON

Thursday 12th July 8pem. Social ai the
Railway Signal,Masons Hill,Bromley.

Thursday 26th July 8p.m. Social at the
Fox and Hounds,High Street,Chislehurst.

Tuesday 17 July,8p.m. - Fox and Hounds,
Carshalton High Street. Branch Neeting
Tuesday 24 July 7.30peme "South Croydon
Crawlabout" start in "Stag and Hounds",then
"Star" ,"Wheelwrights" and "Royal Standard®

Saturdsy 14 and Sunday 15 Jyly - Real Ale
tent at Hackney Marches Festival,Daubeney
Fields,Daubeney Road,Clapton Park E9. Open
all day.

Tuesday 17th July,7.30pem. - Branch Meeting
at "The Californian”,Albert Road,North
Woolwich. (Train to North Woolwich,or buses
69,101)

Tuesday 24th July, 5.30p.m. City SQc:Lal at -
the "golden Lion",Golden Lane,ECl (0ld St
or Barbican Tube or buses 5,55,24})

Saturdey 4th August 8p.m. Social at "Tower
of Ramsgate" ,Wapping High Street,El. (Tube
to Wapping or bus 22A)

Monday 16th Jyly 8pe.m. Branch Meeting,
Albert Arms,Esher.

Tuesday July 10th 8p.m. Branch Meeting,
Southampton Arme,Camden High St,NWl

Tuesday July 17 8pe.m. Social,Pakenham Arms,

Pakenham St,WCl.

Thursday,July 26 8p.n. Social,Railway
Tavern,Roman Way,N7

Monday July 9 8p.n. Branch Meeting,
Railway Tavern,Blackheath Village,SE?
Wednesday 18 July 8pe.m. Darts Match v East
London Branch,Plaisteds,High Road,Woolwich
SE 18

Monday 2% July 8p.m. Courage Social,Woodman,

Trundleys Road,Deptford ,SES-
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This September CAMKA will be staging its 4th National Beer Festival
at Alexandra palace.

For those who like a good drop of beer in lively surroundings,the
Great British Beer Festival is a must.

It is plarmned to have available almost every brew of Keal Ale from
every part of the British Isles; over 2CC brews from more than 120
breweries. It is expected that close on a quarter of a million pints
will be sunk during the seven days of the Festival. Visitors should
find this a week to remember,as well as an opportunity to sample the
dozens of new becrs from the ever-increasing band of "new wave" small
real ale brewers

But the new feature of the 1S7S Festival is that it's also tailored
for Mun and the kids,and not just Dad or those who wish to try the
amazing variety of beers.

Special events include an nistoric venicle rally on the Sunday
lunchtime;a firework display on the Monday evening,a German Night
with traditional German food ard beers plus an Oom-pah band;a parade
of brewery drays on the Friday afterncon;and children's puppet shows
on Saturday.

The whole festival is organised and staffed by volunteer members of
CAMRA and those involved have given up a good deal of their spare time
to put together what is the largest event of its kind in Britain.

Bach year the organisers get their fair share of problems - and this
year is no exception. With the previous event at the Palace - the
Anrual Cat Show - not finishing until ¢ pm on Saturday and the Beer
Festival Freview opening at 7pm on the Sunday,large numbers of night
shift staff will be standing by. Their task will be to dismantle the
entire Cat Show,arnd to erect miles of scarifclding,yard upon yard of
bar counters and stillage for over 20CO casks of beer. The prospect
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is a daunting one,but the Festival's technical team are confident of
having it all right on the night.

This year,the Great Rritish Beer Festival will be given extensive
Press coverage and it has already received backing from the English
and from the Iondon Tourist Boards. British Rail have also shown great
interest and are currently formulating e deal which will give big
reductions on ordinary return tickets to Wood Greem (BR) Station from

all parts of dngland,Scotland and Wales. These will apply for the
duration of the Festival.

Furtner details will appear in newspapers at a later date and LONDON
drinker will also give up-to date information next month.

The Festival takes place at Alexandra Palace from September 2nd to
September 8th. Opening times are 5.%0pm to 10.20pm daily,except the
Friday and Saturday when the houra will be llem till 1lpm. On Sunday
September 2nd opening hours will be 7pm to 10.30pm and the number of
beers will be limiteds

Branch contacts

BRULEY

BROMLEY

CROYDON AND SUTTON
E.LONDON AND GITY
ENFIELD AND BARNE "
KINGSTON & LEATH'D
NORTH T,ONDON
RICHMOND & HOUNST,OW

ROMFORD , BARK TN G
DAGENHAM ILFORD
(SW Ess >"X BRANCH )

SOUTH EAST LONDON
SOUTH WEST LONDON
WEST LONDON

WEST MIDDLESEX

Bob Belton
Bob Darvill
Dave Hamer
Bas Clarke
Brian Seymour
Andrew Hayward
Derek Thorne
Rick Brown
Chris Cashmore

Mike Warner
Leurie Bishop
Graham Johnson
Keith Wildey

303-4590

697-1631 (1)
647-0992(h)
531-6933(h)
803-4062(h)
942-9834(h)

572~1616

Brentwood
211703 (h)

852-7759(h)
942-2045 (h)

422-9560(h)

491~7050 x246(w)
215-3683 (w)
222-4213 (w)
366-1112 x329(w)
623-9834x2706(w)
637~7141 x 66(w)

283-1030 x356(w)

928-8933 x438(w)
969-2488 %202(w)

I wish to become a member of Campaign for Real Ale Limited. | agree to ahde by the
Memorandum and Articles of Association of the Campaign, and | enclose £4 (£6 joint husband and
wife membership) as my annual membership subscription. (Any additional amount will

be welcomed as a donation.)
FULL NAME (Block capitals)
FULL POSTAL ADDRESS (Block capitals)

SIGNATURE

Cheques should be made payable to Campaign for Real Ale Limited. Applications should
be sent to Membership, CAMRBA, 34 Alma Road, St Albans, Herts. AL1 3BW

« Copyright - The Campaign for Real Ale Ltd 1979  Printed by Siylo Signs Lid 061-793 5329




